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VOKES FUEL AND OIL FILTERS 


Dirty gas and lubricating oil not only slow 
up the performance of your MG but cause 
serious damage to motor and other parts. 
In your spring check-up, replace ineffi- 
cient filters with new Vokes units. They 
cateh over 98 % of the dust particles. 


ARNOLT 
TONNEAU 
COVERS 


for MG, model TC or TD, keep cockpit 
dry and clean—save raising top in mildly 
inclement weather. 


Autocessories 


Like the season’s first robin, you, too 
will feel like singing in the rain if y« 
MG Sports Car has a new ARNOLT C1 
TOM-TAILORED Top. Available in 3 sty -s 
—Flying Scout with triple window (as ou 
car) —single window and open view mode! 
as shown in sketches. Your choice 
“Car TEs?” (black or tan) special fab: 

or ARNOCOLOR material, a specially treated fabric, 
covered with many coats of non-porous viny!. 
It lasts up to three times as long as ordinary 
fabric. Available in blue, maroon, green, black 
or tan. 


ARNOLT BATTERY 


For a quick start on chilly 
spring mornings, replace your 
sluggish battery with a new 
12-volt battery. Anti- 
monial lead and pure-grain oxide 
plates. 18 month guarantee. 


MORRIS-MINOR 
GRILLE GUARDS 
Here is “high-up” 
tection for your gr 
Chrome-plated. A! 
available are extra hb, 
rear guards to pro: ect 
your Morris- Minor lug- 
gage compartment. 


To get your car ready for Spring driving write today for the Arno! 
Autocessories full line catalog and the name of the nearest Auto 
cessories dealer. (Please enclose 25c to cover cost of mailing.) 
Address Dept. 4MT. 
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Dynamometer tests prove-Multi-Pack 
recovers the horsepower wasved in over- 
coming back pressure in old style mufflers. 


You get more performance, better mileage. 


Patented frame, strengthening the entire 
assembly, is a direct adaptation of con- 
struction techniques used for fighter plane 
components. 


PAT. PENDING 


WA TIONAL ENGINEERING CORP. 


of AMERICA 


of DESIGN—GUARANTEED TO 


LAST THE LIFE OF YOUR CARI 


MULTI-PACK SCOOPS ALL COMPETITION WITH 
THE BIGGEST MUFFLER NEWS IN 25 YEARS! 


97% of all cars in America are losing power—wasting gas—sacrificing smooth 
and performance because of inefficient exhaust systems. Ordinary “straight 
through” replacement mufflers fail to solve the problem. Heat and vibration 
quickly break down the packing material in these, causing hot spots, rattles, 
blow-outs and finally, disintegration of the entire unit. 

MULTI-PACK’S EXCLUSIVE DESIGN ELIMINATES THESE FAILURES FOREVER! The secret 
is a rugged welded steel core frame which separates the sound-absorbing pack 
into four equal, radial compartments. The packing is permanently secured in 
its original position—cannot shift, rattle or break down. Frictional resistance to 
flow of gas is reduced to minimum—Powertone tuning gives low pleasing note— 
no drumming—will not grow louder after long use. 

SEND FOR YOURS TODAY! Begin now to enjoy Smoother Performance—Greater Power 
—Better Mileage from your car. Regular replacement for all popular makes or 
for high-efficiency dual conversions. 


ORDER BY MAIL AND SAVE. For Ford, Chev. & Plymouth $795 others $895- 
Shipped Postpaid, or send $2.00 deposit; bal. C.O.D. 


DEALERS & JOBBERS: Write or wire for exclusive territories. 


Ship today. Multi-Pack Muffler for year. 
5s Make No. Cyl a 
Name. 
a 
City. Zone. State. 
Check enclosed Deposit enclosed 
Send Postpaid Ship C.0.D. H 
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CONTROLS SKIDS 


SAFTYLIZER aids in 
skid prevention by 


countering uneven 
weight distribution. 


Maintains Traction 


SAFTYLIZER adds dis- 
placed weight pres- 
sure to road surface 
giving better traction. 


EASILY INSTALLED 


Fastens securely to 
rear frame member of 
your car. Suspended 
in hydraulic fluid, 
Spring action oscil- 
lates to counteract 
sudden weight shifts 
and movement. 


FREE 


oowered 


Thoroughly proved by 
auto racing tests. High 
racing cars 
speeded into sharp curves 
at 150 MPH without loss 
of control. Get this pro- 
tection for you and your 
family without delay. 
SAFTYLIZER ride stabilizer 
is added insurance against 
accidents. Invaluable in 
biowouts, sudden curves, 
slick, wet or icy roads 
and emergencies. 


Diminishes Ice Skid 
Controls Side Hopping , 
Maintains Traction 
Dampens Vibration 


SAFTYLIZER acts as a 
damper to road shock and 
counteracts vibration, 
Will outlast the life of 
your car and is easily 
transferred to any other 
car in a matter of min- 
utes. A lifetime invest- 
ment in security and pro- 
tection. 


ORDER BY 
MAIL TODAY 


SAFTYLIZER is facto 

tested and guaranteed. 
You must be satisfied or 
your money will be 
cheerfully refunded, 


Don’t wait until it’s too 
late, ORDER YOUR SAF- 
TYLI ~ ride 


stabilizer 
tod, 


SAFTYLIZER Dept. M4 WITH orver 
1655 E. SLAU 

© LOS ANGELES, CALIF. BALANCE C. 0. D. 

g Please rush your SAFTYLIZER on FREE 10 day 

Pm trial. If not fully satisfied | will return it 

s for compl and i di refund. 

. Enclosed is —.__check money order. 

@ Name 

Address 

H City Zone. State. 
SAFTYLIZER 1655 E. SLAUSON 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF 
Four 
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BRIEFS ... by the editors 


PRICE DECONTROL THIS PAST MONTH affects car owners 
and prospective car buyers. Ceilings have been lifted 
on about 18 million cars: all pre-'46 used cars, cus= 
tom-built cars, foreign cars. It's not expected that © 
prices will increase appreciably. New car ceilings 
are Still in effect. ; 


BEEN COUNTING NEW CARS LATELY? (See "Letters," Feb. 
'53 MOTOR TREND.) Production-wise, Chevrolet leads field 
with 27,500 weekly, followed by Ford (20,000), 

Plymouth (12,000), and Buick (9,000). Nash leads 
independents with 4,000, followed by Studebaker with 
3,000 units a week. 


FIRST ANNUAL MICHIGAN MOTOR SHOW, one of nation's 
greatest motorized equipment expositions, will be held 
at State Fairgrounds in Detroit, June 2-7. Saint Clair 
Shores Lions Club sponsors exhibit, proceeds going to 
its blind assistance projects. Many outstanding automo- 
biles from all over U.S., including best in custom cars, 
dazzling foreign creations, and priceless antiques, will 
be exhibited. Also included: spectacular cars built in 
California either for personal use or for competition, 
exceptional cars from Detroit and surrounding midwest 
area, numerous foreign imports. Hot rods, competition 
cars, country's finest motorcycles will occupy prominent 
segment of show. Show representative Ray Bowles will 
be assisted by personnel who annually stage outstand- 
ingly successful MOTORAMA in Los Angeles. For additional 
details, write: Michigan Motor Show, Inc., 3107 Book 
Building, Detroit 26, Michigan. 


AT PRESSTIME WE HEARD of two more Chrysler race cars 
that will be driven at Indy by George Connor and Johnny 
Tolan. Engine specs: 274 cu. in., bore 3 3/16, stroke 
2 31/32. This indicates that displacement was cut down 
by sleeving and destroking (see "Spotlight" for other 
information on Indianapolis cars, page 10). 

AT DAYTONA BEACH SPEED WEEK, veteran racer John Ruth- 
erford set a new measSured=-mile record for European 
sports cars. Driving a '53 Jaguar XK-120C, Rutherford 
averaged 134.70 mph on two runs. Previous mark of 119.83 
was set last year by John Bird, also at Daytona Beach, 
in an XK-120. Other record smashers: Bob Pronger ina 
'53 Olds 88 with a blazing two-way average of 113.38 mph 
for a new mark in stock division; Buck Baker, ina 
Cadillac special, averaged 137.01 mph. 


THE FIFTH PALM SPRINGS ROAD RACE is scheduled for 
March 21-22. Sponsored by SCCA, it's expected to draw 
a record crowd. 


ALWAYS OUT FOR MORE SAFETY, after a recent wave of 
accidents, AAA is announcing two new safety devices for 
stock races: roll bars (to prevent crushed tops) and 
double-fastening safety belts to hold in drivers. First 
time they will be used—March 29 at Phoenix. 
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ror Imported Cars 
Of Distinction 


ARNOLT 


BENTLEY 
ROLLS-ROYCE 


ASTON-MARTIN 
ARNOLT, 


415 East Erie Street * Chicago 11. 


Telephone: Michigan 2-5436 


New ILLUSTRATED 


AUTOMOBILE DICTIONARY 


A new kind of technical manual which has 
been very popular with European car own 
ers is now made available to American 
motorists by Autocessories Ltd., Division 
of Arnolt Corporation, Warsaw, Indiana. 
It is the new “Illustrated Automobile 
Dictionary”—a 214 page lexicon of auto- 
motive nomenclature. It is profusely illus- 
trated with diagrammatic drawings and ex- 
ploded views of parts of foreign and domestic 
cars. Each part is numbered and is identi- 
fied with captions in 5 languages—English, 
French, German, Italian and yore 
The book is indexed for quick reference. 
It is handsomely bound in stiff simulated 
leather covers, imprinted in gold. It was 
published first in France with the title 
‘Lexique Illustré de L’Automobile.” The 
rice per copy for the American edition is 
$0.50 postpaid. Ask your dealer for a copy 
or write to Autocessories Ltd., Division of 
Arnolt Corporation. Warsaw, Indiana. 
Address Dept. 4-MT. ADVERTISEMENT 
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LOUD or QUIET 


| 

t 

. Tone as you like it! Get r 

more power, economy & per- i 
formance at this tremendous 

savings! Guaranteed the fin jf 

est balanced header systems P 

for ALL 1942-52. i 

4 


. WITH MUFFLERS 


Complete with Headers, Ex 
tensions, Tailpipe & 2 Stee! 
Packed Mell -O-fone 


Mufflers $46 
nb WITHOUT MUFFLERS 


Use stock mufflers for quiet 
efficiency! Includes Headers, 


Extensions, 
Tailpipe, $36 


I SAVE 50%! Kit includes three 
180° bends, Collector Pipes, 

| six Flanges & easy instructions 

your own head- 
ers! For 

! Fords & $995 


To DUAL SETS 
“Beautiful Mellow Tone” 
poses Back r reduced up to 
rl systems instead of 1. Com- q 
~ plete with all pipes, two steel- 1 
‘ords $ 95 
i D 1 
38 (Dual Side Tailpipe $5 extra) 
| 
adillac 
DUAL MUFFLER KITS 
n SAVE! Same set as above—Less mufflers & I 
T.P. Simply add another stock muffler and 
I tailpipe to your Ford or Merc for a quiet, § 


i 

Steel-Packed Muffler’ 1 

DEEP MELLOW THROBBING PURRI 1 
STEEL- PACKED Straight-Thru design minimizes § 
back pressure! Outlasts 3 to 5 ordinary muf- r 
flers. No finer muffler price! 

i 


All Ford, Merc, Chev, $6.95 
All ‘makes.......... 


SAVE 50% catatoc 
Speed 


of 
Equipment Bar- 
gains, Custom 
Accessories, Soup- 
Up Tips, “Exhaust 
Facts,’’ DISCOUNT 
etc. 
only............25¢ 


Enclosed find O Ship €.0.0. 


RUSH the following: 


= 
= 


Milford 44-T, Pa. 


Dealers Wanted 


1S IT LEGAL? 
Gentlemen: 

I was just reading in your January issue 
about a little imitation traffic light which fits 
in the back window of a car. I think these 
lights are really okay and should be on all 
cars so I installed one on my own car. It 
stayed there for just about a week before I 
was fined $30.00 and given 24 hours to have 
it removed from my car. 

Virgil Armstrong 
Sterling, Ill. 


Barton Manufacturing Co. 
g20 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago 5, Ill. 

Gentlemen: 

We are enclosing a copy of a letter we 
received from one of our subscribers regard- 
ing the traffic guide item, which we pub- 
lished in our January issue on page 66. 

Since the reader was given a rather heavy 
fine for having this on his car, we would like 
to get complete information as to the legality 
of this device in all of the states. If it is 
against the law in Illinois, it probably is 
breaking laws in other states, and we do not 
want to publicize any device which is not 
legally accepted by the various motor vehicle 
rules and regulations. 

May we hear from you at your earliest 
convenience? 

James E. Potter 
Managing Editor 
MOTOR TREND 


Dear Mr. Potter: 

With reference to your letter of January 
22, attaching a letter from one Virgil Arm- 
strong stating that he was fined $30.00 for 
operating his car with our Traffic Guide in 
Illinois, enclosed herewith you will find a 
photostatic copy of a letter which we received 
in July from Springfield, Illinois, Department 
of Public Safety, indicating that the unit 
requires no approval in the state of Illinois. 

Our attorneys have checked the Illinois 
laws and find nothing therein forbidding the 
sale of this Traffic Guide and we feel that the 
court tribunal which fined this man $30.00 
had no right to do so because there is no 
statute which permits it. Had this party re- 


tained counsel he probably would have 
avoided the fine. 

Insofar as to the legality of the unit in all 
of the states is concerned, it is not permitted 
in the states of California, Washington, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. 
Most other states require no approval of the 
device. We are now working with the proper 
authorities to obtain approval in those states 
which do not permit its sale therein at this 
time. 

We appreciate your having called this mat- 
ter to our attention and would suggest that 
you call this letter to the attention of Mr. 
Virgil Armstrong .. . 

BARTON MANUFACTURING CO. 
Erwin M. Pearl 

920 S. Michigan Ave. 

Chicago 5, Ill. 


ROTOGRAVURE REACTION 
To the Editors: 

Congratulations on your new rotogravure 
section. This shows that even an auto maga- 
zine as near perfect as Motor TrEND can be 
improved. 

Harry H. Denhard 
Greenville, N.Y. 


Gentlemen: 

Motor Trenp has always been good but 
the March issue is definitely tops. You con- 
tinue to lead in the field of automotive pub- 
lications. Keep up the good work. 

Karl R. Newman 
Swissvale, Penna. 


Gentlemen: 

Your new rotogravure section is terrific! 
The pictures are beautiful. I hope you will 
put pictures of “classics” in this new section 
every month. 

Robert G. McCall 
Buffalo, N.Y. 


QUESTIONS ON CLASSICS 
Gentlemen: 

I read your magazine, Motor TREND, every 
month and believe it to be the best of the 
motor magazines published. 

I was greatly impressed with March, 1953 

(Continued on page eight) 


This Month's Cover 


Our special feature 
section, the ‘’Buyer’s 
Guide to the ‘ 

Cars,‘’ deserves 
particular emphasis, 
therefore our depar- 
ture usual 
cover. In the upper 
photo taken by Jack 
Campbell, model 
Janet Brett poses in 
a ‘51 Ford conver- 
tible to 
Vander- 


If you want 
luxurious 


Evacyfiing You WE 


MOTOR TREND Subscription Dept. 
5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND 


subscriber for: 
(One year—$3.00 Two years—$5.00 


Name 


City State. 
lenclose: [) cash [] check [) money order 
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Everybody is going all out 
for sports cars. And MG is first, 
the number one choice of more 

people than any other in America, 
and in the world. And with 

good reason, for MG has reached 
top spot through sheer superiority. 
No other sports car can boast 

such blood lines, such a history of 
continuous successes. It brings 

the fun back to driving. Try an MG 
today — it will be your choice too! 


$2157.00 
F.0.B. L.A. plus tax, license and handling 


LESS THAN $65.00* 
PER MONTH 


* After Minimum Down Payment 
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for driving PLEASURE 
there’s nothing like an 


SEE IT AT THESE AUTHORIZED MG DEALERS 


ARIZONA 
PHOENIX 
Thomas Brothers 
917 East Van Buren St. 


CALIFORNIA 
BEAUMONT 

British Motors 

(Jack Miller) 

402 West Sixth St. 
BELLFLOWER 

Triangle Motors 

17439 S. Clark Ave. 
BEVERLY HILLS 

International Motors 

8670 Wilshire Blvd. 
BURBANK 

Mack Motor Company 

507 S. San Fernando Blvd. 
COMPTON 

Lee Carpenter 

828 E. Compton Blvd. 
CORONADO 

Coronado Motor Imports 

929 Orange Avenue 
CULVER CITY 

Rabuzzi Motors 

8951 Venice Blvd. 
EL CENTRO 

Ray Miller 

426 N. Imperial Ave. 
FRESNO 

Brittsan Motors 

701 Fulton Ave. 
FULLERTON 

Commonwealth Motors Ltd. 

748 W. Commonwealth Ave. 


IMPORTER and DISTRIBUTOR - GOUGH INDUSTRIES, INC., LOS ANGELES 54, CALIF. 


Seven 


HERMOSA BEACH 

B. B. Car Sales 

700 Pacific Coast Hwy. 
HUNTINGTON PARK 

Richter Motors 

2818 East Gage Ave. 
LA JOLLA 

La Jolla Motor Imports 

6798 La Jolla Blvd. 
LONG BEACH 

Brewster Gray 

1100 American Ave. 
LOS ANGELES 

International Motors 

5670 Sunset Blvd. 

Bob Roberts 

4301 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Peter Satori 

2301 W. Colorado Blvd. 
MONROVIA 

Huntington Motors 

1002 S. Myrtle Ave. 
MONTEREY PARK 

Import Motors, Ltd. 

218 W. Garvey Blvd. 
NEWPORT BEACH 

British Motors Inc. 

1209 Coast Highway 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD 

John C. Mehan Co. 

12001 Ventura Blvd. 
OXNARD 

Hinkley Motor Sales 

1217 South Oxnard Blvd. 
PASADENA 

Peter Satori 

297 W. Colorado Blvd. 


POMONA 
Macy Motors 
999 West Holt Ave. 

RIVERSIDE 
Al Pernett Imported Cars 
1651 8th St. 

SAN BERNARDINO 
Bering Monroe Motors 
1000 E. Baseline Ave. 

SAN DIEGO 
San Diego Motor Imports 
303 West “A” Street 

SANTA ANA 
British Motors Inc. 
1219 S. Main 

SANTA BARBARA 
Phipps Motors 
233 W. Carillo St. 

SANTA MONICA 
Brentwood Motor Co. 
2610 Wilshire Blvd. 

STUDIO CITY 
John C. Mehan Co., Inc. 
12001 Ventura Blvd. 

VAN NUYS 
Wells Motors 
14550 Sherman Way 


HAWAII 

HONOLULU 
British Motor Imports 
1551 Kapiolani Blvd. 


NEVADA 

LAS VEGAS 
George L. Holland, Inc. 
1600 Fremont St. 
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Letters 


(Continued from page six) 


issue in regard to the questions and answers 
on classics. Think we should have more... 
William I. Thiele 
San Francisco, Calif. 
See page 70 in this issue for another question 
and answer “Classic Comments” column. 
—Editor 


WANTS TO KNOW ABOUT 
CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 
Gentlemen: 

I read your magazine every month and en- 
joy the articles on customizing immensely. 
But when are you going to have an article 
on upholstery? ... 

Silas E. Carmean, Jr. 

North Baltimore, Ohio 
We must have been anticipating your re- 
quest and others like it—for an article on 
“The Case for Custom Upholstery” appears 
in this issue on page 47.—Editor 


DODGE PRICE CORRECTION 
Gentlemen: 

It has been our intention to write and 
tell you that we liked the story about the 
’53 Dodge which you did in your January 
issue. It is an interesting and comprehen- 
sive article and, we quite agree with you, 
is also unbiased. It was a pleasure to make 
the automobile available to you and we hope 
that you enjoyed using it. 

There is only one thing which bothered 
us and about which you have no doubt heard. 
On page 59 you refer to a price, as equipped, 
of $3,338.32 F.O.B. Detroit. This, we believe, 
must be a Los Angeles price, and since it 
penalizes Dodge by some $366.87 it is a little 
disturbing. 

A. E. Horne, Advertising Manager 

Dodge Division 

Chrysler Corporation 

Detroit, Mich. 
The price we printed was indeed the Los 
Angeles delivered price, though it was quoted 
to us as the Detroit delivered price. As vou 
indicate, the Detroit price is $2,971.45—-Editor 


NEW ANGLE TO HORSEPOWER ARGUMENT 
Gentlemen: 

Here’s an angle in the horsepower race 
argument: There’s no screaming about too 
many horses in motorcycles where stock 
Harley has 54 horses to about 700 pounds 
weight. At this rate, a 4300 pound Chrysler 
V-8 sedan would need over 325 horses to 
give comparable acceleration and top speed, 
on this rough rule. My job in law enforce- 
ment points up the problem of the human 
factor at the wheel. Even at 50 mph, Model 
A Fords got people into many accidents, 
mostly caused by human negligence. Day- 
dreaming and “I didn’t mean to do any 
wrong” inattention to driving account for 
the bulk of our collisions, closely related to 
too much speed for the conditions. Drivers 
of kitten-powered Studebaker Champions 
with automatic transmission say they can’t 
hold ’er down to 20 mph in a blind intersec- 
tion where sun is in their eyes and they have 
no right-of-way. And these drivers just aren’t 
convinced when I tell them they are driving 
to an accident by such negligence. I guess 


we live with traffic deaths so much that fa- 
miliarity breeds contempt. 
G. W. Benitz 
Richland, Wash. 


SELL ‘N’ SWAP GETS RESULTS! 


Gentlemen: 

Moror Trenp deals in many matters of 
speed, but I was unaware that it was itself 
so fast. A Packard Super Eight I advertised 
for sale early in the Spring was sold and de- 
livered before the issue carrying the inser- 
tion was on the newsstands of Lexington. 

I find your magazine valuable for many 
references as well as up-to-the-minute in- 
formation. 

David N. Singer 
Lexington, Ky. 


THIS IS FOR LEFT HANDERS 


Gentlemen: 

I have at present a left hand gear shift on 
my Mercury and this changeover was widely 
noticed and a great interest was shown in it. 
This change on a Mercury or Ford can be 
done very quickly. I have worked on several 
cars changing the shift and my fastest time 
was five minutes. 33 

Gene Reaves 
Buena Park, Calif. 


ANOTHER LINCOLN CONTINENTAL CLUB 


Gentlemen: 

I wish to advise I am starting the CCCA, 
Continental Car Club of America, for owners 
of the fine and beautiful Lincoln Continental. 
I will eventually get up a news letter con- 
taining items relative to engine conversions, 
etc., that would be of mutual benefit to all. 

Naturally, there is no type of dues as we 
are just a friendly club. All interested 
owners and enthusiasts may write me at the 
following address. 

Orville Andrews 
517 N. San Mateo Drive 
San Mateo, Calif. 


FIBERGLAS—A BOON! 


Gentlemen: 

I am just now getting around to writing 
a letter that I have been meaning to write 
for a long time. I used to buy a copy of 
MT once in a while but in the last few 
months I wouldn’t miss it for the world. I 
think it is one swell mag. The only trouble 
is that it ought to be 100 pages long .. . 

I really enjoyed your article on Fiberglas 
car bodies and I think it will be a boon to 
us fellows who would like to build a custom 
sports car but who lack the money or know- 
how to work with metal. I hope the day 
comes when I can take a Ford or Chevy chas- 
sis, fix it up and run to the parts house to 
pick up a sporty glass body for 400 dollars or 
so. 

Lt. E. R. Atkins Jr. 
New York, N.Y. 
Gentlemen: 

. . . I especially liked your articles on the 
Lincoln Continental and on Fiberglas. I 
know you will keep up the good work and 
in my estimation, Motor Trenp has be- 
come the American car lovers’ “bible.” 

Loren Hoffman 
Spokane, Washington 
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Do You Live Dangerously? 


THIS IS NO TIME TO RELAX IF YOU DO NOT 
HAVE THE PEACE OF MIND ACQUIRED BY USING PERFOMETER 


test your own car .. . no guesswork! 


THE FIRST ALL-PURPOSE PRECISION GAUGE 
THAT WILL GIVE YOUR CAR 100% ROAD PERFORMANCE. 


THE PERFOMETER WILL SAVE YOU 
HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS A YEAR ON UNNECESSARY REPAIRS! 


The PerfOMeter is the only instrument that tests not only your engine, but also your 
brakes, ti everything on your car! This is positively not a vacuum gauge. 


CHECK YOUR CAR’S PERFORMANCE—SAFETY 


it’s easy with the new PERFOMETER 


1ST “on the car” INSTRUMENT GIVING ACTUAL HORSEPOWER 


Enthusiasts at Motorama describe the PerfOMeter as the pocket sized dynamometer. Read- 
ings obtained with it will be more accurate than those obtained on a regular service station 
inamometer because the tests made under actual road conditions are not subject to roller 
slippage. 
The PerfOMeter, as in expensive timepieces, utilizes the action of a finely balanced pendu- 
lum dampened by baffles in oil, measures the effects of gravity, momentum and drag. A 
vacuum line may leak . . . an electric cable may short-out . . . but these forces have been 
t and unch i since time began. Remember, PHYSICAL FACTS CANNOT LIE. 


gens 


The amount the Brokes!! Power The amount the 
pendulum swings pendulum swings 
forward while brakin | backward while 


accurately indicates accelerating indicates 
the performance and i} \ 


the condition of 
your brakes. es power of your car. 


shows ata glance— V Stopping distances in feet 
V Brake Efficiency 
a 9 a V Best gas for your car V Exact engine torque 
CO) V Exact road grades V Hill climbing ability 
V Wheel alignment V Engine pulling pewer 
V Actual road horsepower V Wind and rolling resistance j 
V Tests acceleration V Pick-up ratings ; 
V When to shift V When you need a tune-up 


Easy tests you can make which car help improve safety and performance of your car 
—AND SAVE YOU MONEY 


64-page, completely illustrated book covering all 
phases of road testing and giving road test figures 
on all important American and foreign cars, in- 
cluded with every PerfOMeter purchased! 


‘ EASILY INSTALLED! 


Mounts almost anywhere you want it. Chrome steer- 
/ ing column bracket and dash mount included with . Bee 
) motor to operate. 
(. 
/ 


every PerfOMeter. No connections needed on car 
x PERFOMETER DE LUXE MODEL 104 ONLY $22.50 POSTPAID 
(\ FOR EVERY TYPE OF CAR 


Made by European craftsmen Or der Yours N ow! 


skilled in the watchmaker’s art. 
- PERFOMETER DIVISION, Autosphere Corp. 
11 East 48th St., Dept. MTA, New York 17 


Please send ........... PerfOMeter(s) at $22.50 each. 
| understand it is UNCONDITIONALLY GUAR- 
ANTEED or my money back. Includes 64-page 
book covering all phases of road testing. Also 
chrome steering column bracket and dash mount. 


Name 


Address } 


City 


JOBBERS’ INQUIRIES INVITED 


Send Check or M.O. ard save C.O.D. charges 
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JAY 
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i Spotlight on Detroit 


ETROIT, MICHIGAN—Look out, In- 

dianapolis! At least five race cars 
powered with semi-stock American passenger 
car engines are being readied for the annual 
Memorial Day merry-go-round. 

If all make the qualifying trial, it will be 
the first time in over a decade that Detroit’s 
products have been represented. They won’t 
be the big 331 cubic inch jobs which Chrys- 
ler proved could propel a chassis around the 
oval hour-upon-hour’ at speeds in excess of 
135 mph (see December, 1952 Motor 
Trend). They will all conform to the AAA 
contest board’s rule that Indianapolis cars 
displace no more than 274.6 cubic inches. 
Nevertheless, there are some pretty astute. 
race followers investing heavily in such car- 
riages who feel that stock ohv V-8s have the 
inherent stamina, acceleration, and top speed 
to run the Offies off the track. 

In various stages of actual preparation 
at this writing are a Studebaker V-8, a 
Cadillac, and a sleeved-down Chrysler. 
Under serious consideration are a De- 
Soto and a Dodge. While none of these 
will have out-and-out factory backing, you 
can bet your last inflated silver dollar that 
the company engineers are unofficially chart- 
ing every rpm. 

The Studebaker is owned by Agajanian, 
who has developed a new head for it with 
m double overhead cams. Displacement is 270 

cubic inches, and dyno tests are said to indi- 

cate that 370 bhp is available. During the late 

Fall it ran a prolonged tour of the track at 

speeds in the neighborhood of 135 mph. The 

driver slated to take it into the trials is Tony 

Bettenhausen. 

‘ From Crown Point, Indiana, will come the 
Chrysler-powered entry. It will be one of 
three cars entered by Lou Belanger, the 
others being standard Indianapolis-type 
speedsters. A Kurtis-Kraft chassis will be 
used, and bhp is reported to be around 215. 

Remaining challenges are coming from 
Detroit car owners. Cal Connell, proprietor 
of Detroit Racing Equipment, is working 
on a Cadillac-powered racer. Connell is prom- 
inent in Motor City racing circles, spon- 
soring many Caddy-driven “225” boats on 
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“Dutch” Darrin, famed custom car designer and builder, did 
a neat-job with the interior appointments of K-F sports car 


A 


The top on Kaiser-Frazer’s new sports car, the DKF- 161, can be folded back part way 


the Detroit River as well as specializing at 
his shop in speed conversion for stock Cadil- 
lac engines. 

At this time, both the DeSoto and Dodge 
entries are in the “talk” stage. The enthu- 
siast working on the former is no stranger 
to Indianapolis. While DeSoto normally dis- 
places 275 cubic inches, it could easily be 
brought within limits by not cleaning out 
the block. 

The potential Dodge sponsor has been ac- 
tive at Indianapolis and on the dirt track 
circuit for many years. He feels that 280 
bhp is easily obtainable with this mill, and 
by putting it into a chassis with a favorable 
power-to-weight ratio, it will “really go.” 

Progress in the development of stock 
V-8s is also being chalked up within the 
industry these days. Mercury, Ford, 
Packard, Chevrolet, Pontiac, Plymouth, 
Nash are all moving forward on new 
and improved designs. 

Mercury's ohv is expected around October, 
along with some body changes. The engine 
is said to develop about 145 bhp and dis- 
place approximately 279 cubic inches. Styling 
changes in the 1954 models will most likely 
include a lower hood line. 

Improvements in both the Ford V-8 and 
Six are anticipated for next year. The Eight 
may also feature overhead valves, while the 
Six is apt to be bored out to about 240 cubic 
inches vs. 216 currently. Incidentally, don’t 
be surprised if the French Ford, or 
Comete, is equipped with a 1953 V-8 
Ford or Mercury engine and is placed 
on the American market as a luxury 


import. This set-up has been under study 
at the Ford test track during recent weeks. 

Out in Utica, Michigan, at the Packard 
Proving Ground, work continues on V-8s also. 
Under study are four powerplants: one of 
140 bhp, another of 160 bhp, a third at 180 
bhp, and the last one developing 235 bhp. 
However, at the current rate of development 
the engine which is finally selected probably 
could not be placed into production much 
before 1956 models at the earliest. 

Informed guesses at this time indicate 
it will be 1955 before either Pontiac or 
Chevrolet is able to offer V-8s. Acqui- 
sition of tooling is the big bottleneck on 
these. Plymouth is in the same situation, 
so that while engine development work is 
underway, nothing is to be expected for a 
couple of years at least. 

Along with engine work, the industry 
is striding forward rapidly on new body 
treatment for 1954. In addition, the 
great Italian stylist, Ghia, has embarked 
upon plans to manufacture and sell cus- 
tom creations to buyers in the United 
States. 

Major appearance changes are in store 
for Buick, Olds, and Cadillac next year. 
The latter will be lower and is expected to 
feature a “step-down” design. Since the other 
two lines traditionally offer variations of the 
same body shell, it is a safe prediction they 
too will incorporate a version of this treat- 
ment. 

As the result of tremendous acceptance 
for his specially designed Chrysler which 

(Continued on page 16) 


Folding top is a three-position affair: fully closed, landau 


style, or fully opened with canvas concealed under rear deck 
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Specifications and trim subject to 
change without notice. Optional 
equipment, white sidewall tires, extra. 


Wily Lys Proudly Besenti 


Finest Car We Produced in 30 Ycurs 


® Beautiful “hardtop” Styling 

® Most Luxurious Interiors in 
Willys-Overland History 

® One-Piece Windshield for 


Cockpit Visibility 


®@ 90 Horsepower Hurricane 6 Engine 
@ Four Beautiful Two-Tone 

Color Combinations 
® Frankly Designed for Luxury 

... For Appeal to the Man 

Who Wants The Best 


Get in and go, in the newest “hardtop” convertible to greet 
the market this year. Go with the certainty that here aero- 
desigf has reached its pinnacle in the automotive field, 
There’s an Aero-Eagle waiting for your hand to take the 
wheel. Well... ? 


EVERY SUNDAY, Willys brings you the N. Y. Philharmonic, CBS-Radio... and “Omnibus”, CBS-Television 


SEE YOUR NEAREST WILLYS-OVERLAND DEALER 


April 1953 


Eleven 


| 
ZS 
ys 
f 
ay 
1i- 
i 
18 
a 
ly 
‘ 
be 
i 
le 
h 
Ag 
| 
| 
: 


-FAILURE-PROOF 
IGNITION 


@ Quicker Acceleration 
@ Higher Sustained Top Speeds 
@ Smoother Idle 
ee @ Longer Spark Plug Life 
@ Better Gasoline Mileage 
@ Longer Contact Point Life 
. @ Easier All-weather Starting 
Here’s Why you get these outstanding Bene- 
fits - No other coil in the world has 
these seven features to offer: 
@ Internal Primary 
| @ Two S dary Windi 
@ Swedes Iron Wire Coro 
@ Bakelite Case 
| 


@ Variable Resistance Unit 
@ Water and Moisture Proof 
@ Pressure Seal High Tension Terminal 


| DSM WILL START ANY EN. 
| GINE FROM ONLY 2 VOLTS, 
THUS INSURING EASY START- 
| ING AT “SUB-ZERO” TEMPER- 
ATURES. 


INSIST UPON DSM — THE 
COIL WITH TWO SECONDARY 
WINDINGS AND DSM MOLD- 
ED ON THE CASE. 


FREE LITERATURE UPON REQUEST 


DSM 


COMPANY 
6209 Hamilton, Detroit 2, Michigan 


Jobber Inc qQuiries invited 


Editorial 


Do You Want 


HERE’S AN OLD saying, so a reader 
tells us, that “ ‘He who works makes 
mistakes, and he who does not work never 
makes a mistake.’ It is apparent,” he 
continued, “that you are working .. .” 
He was referring to our 1952 Motor 
TREND Engineering Achievement Award. 
Naturally, we’ve made mistakes. We'll 
continue to make mistakes. To say any- 
thing else would be foolhardy and in- 
human. As long as we’re human we can- 
not hope to eliminate ail errors. 

Our biggest mistake of all may have 
been in attempting a rating of the cars 
that we had road tested over the last year. 
From its very inception we stood to lose 
a lot more than we could ever possibly 
hope to gain. Despite the triteness of the 
following statement, its aptness forces us 
to repeat that “You can’t please all of the 
people all of the time.” 

- Let us give you a few examples, quot- 
ing from readers’ letters: 

“The figures and charts . . . make fine 
reading and it’s hard to deny the proof 
of figures; however, let’s go one step fur- 
ther with these figures and place the cars 
in competition against each other. I be- 
lieve it’s Hudson No. 1, Plymouth No. 2, 
Oldsmobile No. 3. Your Cadillac is lost in 
the dust, NASCAR competition that is...” 

“Your Engineering Award for 1952 al- 
most floored me—Cadillac. You could 
have named almost any other car and I 
would have been happy . 

“T believe this to be one of the unfair- 
est ratings Motor TREND has made. I 
would like to know where you find Willys 
a safer and better handling car than a 
Hudson... .” 

“T am one who knows your survey is 
correct. I have driven Cadillacs for many 
years...” 

“Your magazine is to be commended 
for this service which is the first effort I 
have ever seen to inform the consumer 
as to the strong and weak points of the 
various automotive products . . . Natural- 
ly, I was grieved to find my car, Buick, so 
near the bottom of the list . . 

“Since your recent Engineering Award 
; I have had much fun with my 
‘friends’ who used to ride me about buy- 
ing a Willys . . . The more I drive it the 
more I like it. As for performance, I have 
yet to have anything stay with me on the 
winding roads in this section . . .” 

“Any time a Ford Six cannot outper- 
form, outride, outhandle, outlast, get bet- 
ter gas mileage, be cheaper to maintain, 
and also be safer to ride in. . . than a 
standard Chevrolet, why, I must be liv- 
ing in Russia. . .” 

“TI wonder what you're trying to pull? 


Car Ratings? 


The way you had those cars listed was a 
dirty shame. Do you think for one minute 
you can start comparing a Ford, Plym- 
outh, Rambler, etc., with those higher- 
priced cars? As for Chevrolet being in 
fourth, that’s the biggest laugh I’ve had 

“T very much disagree with your com- 
parisons . . . The one major fact that I 
disagree with is the rating you gave Pack- 
ard in your test . 

“How in all tarnation could you rate 
the Nash Rambler low man on your totem 
pole? And of all things rate it worst in 
handling .. .” 

“Although I prefer Lincoln, I must 
agree the Cadillac is probably tops . . .” 

“T am the driver of a ’51 DeSoto, and 
naturally I looked for DeSoto’s place in 
the table. And was I surprised to find it 
in the number seven spot in final stand- 

“Am taking no exception to Cad win- 
ning the Award, but one can’t help won- 
der how much GM stock Motor TREND 
owns, or what pressure was brought to 
bear to force such a thing .. .” 

The above letters are a good cross-sec- 
tion of the types of letters that have come 
pouring across our desks since our Febru- 
ary issue first came off the presses. Some 
have praised, some have ridiculed, some 
have threatened to boycott us from here 
to eternity, some have given constructive 
criticism. We’ll listen to criticism, if it’s 
given with the intent of improving our 
magazine. We have tried to be impartial 
in all cases and have demonstrated in the 
past that we’ll listen to suggestions. We 
feel that we have a family of readers. Any 
member of that family who voices an 
opinion will be heard. 

As for the method of rating that we 
used in determining the award winner, 
this was one of 10 thousand methods we 
could have used. As one reader so aptly 
put it, “Actually, the apportioning of the 
various categories is necessarily arbitrary 
and bound to favor one car or another. 
Another set of observers might assign an 
entirely different set of values to your ex- 
act figures and end up with a completely 
different arrangement of cars from top to 
bottom. You have, I feel, bravely ‘stuck 
out your necks’ in assuming these are the 
proper values to assign to each cate- 
gory.” 

After last year’s Award, we received 
similar reactions from readers. We lis- 
tened to them, as we are doing now. We 
took the majority opinion, separating the 
wheat from the chaff, ground it down, and 
wound up with what we sincerely believed 

(Continued on page 14) 
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A*2 Kozak Saves You *200 


—or It’s Yours Keep FREE! 
Does YOUR Car Get Dirty the Day After It's Washed? 


Look at those 
fenders! 


GEO P. DUGAN 

122-65" 

WEST NEW YORK,N.T. 
IT's A MIRACLE CLOTH 
REGRET DIONT HAVE IT SOONER 


course the car parked outside where the 
dew settled on it overnight. next morning 
the SHAM-ET took off all the bugs which had 
been dissolving all night—just like magic—and 
there was enough dew to keep squeezing the 
Sham-er clean, so I got a nice bug-removing 

with no work at all. When we stopped a 
short rest during the day in a shady place, the 

his ow: 


tf 


is now selling them in Laramie). 
is remarkable what a splendid job it does.— 
4. E. S. B., New Bedford, Mass. 


etc.—I wish to give 
as rifts.—Mr. J. H. M., Bownd Brook, N. J. 


More people hear of —and buy — KozaKs from 
recommendation of friends—than any other way 


print and say what you think, but I 
“old school"—the test proves it I 
firse cloth just to assure — what 
am 


Mes. BouRNEVF 
MEW CANAAN, CONW 


Kojak elt 


Our janitor really enjoys cleaning all our execu- 
tives’ cars in our parking lot. And they are 
all always clean—just the way we have to be and 
like to be.—Mr. L. M. S., Pittsburgh. 

On my street every man who insists on riding 
in a clean car every time he drives out, KozaKs 
his car himself or has someone do it. The people 
who drive dirty cars either don’t know about 
KozaK—or don’t care.—W. T. B., Greenwich. 
Am well pleased with the KozaK cloth. With 
little effort a new car can be kept new looking 
for a long time.—Mrs. C. W. G., Ms. Vernon, 
N.Y. 


I like KozaK very much.—Mr. W. il. H., San 
Antonio, Texas. 


Have purchased three KozaKs 


them 
relatives.—Dr, R. W. L., Newark, N. J. 


I like KoraK very much. It saves lots of wash- 
ing.—Mrs. F. M., Ithaca, N. Y. 


BOUQUETS 
from People Who Like 
to Have Clean Cars 


ILLINOIS: “A month ago I purchased one of 
the DRYwash Cloths and find it very satisfactory. 
I really gave it a good work out. I had been on 
a long crip and my car was very soiled with 
mud. After a hard rain you can imagine 
sight. I decided to try it out and believe me it 
showed results. When I had finished. friends 
asked me if I had the car washed and I said I 
drywashed it. The car looked beautiful. Hence 
my ordering some more from your company.” 
—Grace S. McCloud. 

TEXAS: “My 1951 Ford is 15 months old and 
has never been waxed. I have nor found it to 
be necessary as I have used KozaK since it was 
purchased."'—James A. Harlan. 

OKLAHOMA: “I don’t know how long I have 
been using KozaKs but I know they are not 
only good cleaners and polishers, but preserve 
the finish. I had my previous Cadillac eight 
years and finish was still very good thanks to 
your wonderful cloths.""—Dr. Victor H. Kulp. 
RHODE ISLAND: “Have used these KozaKs for 
many years and find I can do a most satisfactory 
job in about seven minutes." —Mrs. Susan Brigns. 
PENNSYLVANIA: “'I like your product and I 
like the way you do business.""—Edward Milton. 


IF SO, YOU NEED KOZAK! 


ITH KozaK you can save 80% of your wetwashes, and have a clean car 

every day the sun shines. Takes only 7 minutes of your (or one of the 

boy’s time)—at a cost of less than 4c a DRYWASH. A $2 or $3 invest- 
ment in a regular or SUPER KozaK DRYWASH cloth will return itself in full 
every time it rains or snows—and keep on doing so for months—saving you $50 
to $100 in formerly unnecessary car washing expense. 


As One KozaK Fan Wrote: 


“There is no excuse whatever for a man to drive a dirty car if he knows there is 
such a thing as a KozaK DRYWASH process.” And, of course, that fan’s beautiful 
Cadillac Fleetwood is his pride and joy—and is never dirty—except during the 
very rain itself and the short time it takes for it to dry off. Then 7 minutes 
DRYWASH and, presto! $2 saved—clean car again—not a penny out of pocket 
—not a squeak from high p water hing—a real nice job you can be proud 
of. More fine cars are DRY WASHED daily than less expensive cars. And 10,000,000 
KozaKs have been bought by critical people in the past 26 years— people who 
have saved almost half a billion dollars—and, more important, have got for 
themselves several hundred dollars bigger trade-in allowance for turning in a 
nice, clean car. 


Our Way of Doing Business: 


Mail orders for KozaKs are remailed without fail the same day received and have 
always been. A simple request for refund in full is immediately answered by air 
mail with our expression of appreciation. So far as we know we have no dissat- 
isfied customers anywhere, and have hundreds of thousands of enthusiastic users 
in every city, town, village, and most hamlets. You are never asked to return your 
purchase. If you don’t like it for any reason, you keep it or give it away to your 
firehouse or police patrolman and get your money refunded in full besides. 


What Is A KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH? 


Each of the selected, soft staple fibres is scientifically treated with modern detergents. Then 
these fibres are woven into a thick cloth. Then the cloth is treated, and seasoned for 
many weeks so that it retains its original strength even if it is indefinitely exposed to air. 
KOZAK is the ORIGINAL and ONLY DRY WASH CLOTH ... there is no other way to 
have a clean car every day for 4c a Drywash except with a KOZAK. 


Here Is What A KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH Does 


© Removes dirt. © No water needed—summer or winter. 

© Polishes as it cleans. @ It’s safe—used by over 10 million people. 

@ Saves time and work, © Protects the: finish. 

No matter how you washed or tried to clean your car before . . . with water, cleaners and 
all the other gadgets you've tried ... KOZAK must give you the brightest, cleanest car you 
ever had or your money is refunded without question. 


Auto Owners Hail the Amazing KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH 


Ic cleans your car in a few minutes no matter how splashed, dirt or dust covered it may be 
. .. without “breaking your back” . . . and without getting dressed up like a deep sea diver 
in boots and rubber apron . . . and without getting out a hose, sponge, chamois, bucket 
for water and all the other excitement that happens when a fellow washes his own car. 

If you have your car washed at a garage it generally costs S2 plus the time and trouble of 
taking it there and cuties back for it. Now with a KOZAK you SAVE that $2 and when 
you re that you should have your car washed 25 to 50 times a year there is a saving of 


from $50 to $100, to say nothing of increasing your trade-in allowance. 

KOZAK is used Dry on a Dry car. It not only quickly and completely removes road dust 
film, the muddy water splatter, the rain ugliness and grime, but every time it is used it adds 
to the beauty and permanence of the original paint job because it continues the paint polish- 
ing procedure that is the last factory touch be fore the car goes to the Dealer's show room. 


uw 


KOZAK IS GUARANTEED 


If the KOZAK Drywash Cloth has not saved its cost 
many times over after you have used it for thirty days 
+ ... just Write and the money you paid for it will be 
refunded . . . and you do not even have to return the 
KOZAK. We are able to make this guarantee to you 
because in 26 years TEN million KOZAKS have 
saved owners of cars millions of dollars in car wash- 
ing. 


OBEY THAT URGE 


Tear out and mail the coupon 
right now... get your 


KOZAK 
28 A So. Lyon St., Batavia, N. Y. 

SEND AT ONCE (State Number) 
yen Yes aul KOZAK AUTO DRYWASH 
money back if you don’t like CLOTH(S) postpaid @ $2 each— 
it—and see how easy and 3 for $5—5 for $8—12 for $18. 
fast you can Drywash your etisas 
car... and at the same time 
SAVE at least $50. 


It is understood that this purchase is covered 
by Money Back Guarantee. 

CASH ENCLOSED CHECK ENCLOSED 


(Order at least two—one for each hand) 
One KozcK will save 100 dollars, hours, hard work 


Auto Dry Wash 
BATAVIA, N. Y. 
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| Bedford, Mass. 
I have used the KozaK cloth I ordered and it at various times 
finish. Send five more, check for $8 enclosed. 
—Mr. D. P. C., Oreland, Pa. 
4 kit.—Mrs. C. C. L., Lansdowne, Pa. 
, Enclosed find my check for $8 for five KozaKs. 
T have told the folks here in the office how well Ie ‘ edt 
I like the one I bought and they have asked me : -o/ my 
Thanks for making car care so easy!—S. K. H., 
Attached please find check for $8 for five more > 
KozaKs. It is the best 1 ever saw for that work Wate met oes 
and my Cadillac looks wonderful —Mrs. J. R. R., 
I_was really surprised when I first used the 
KozaK cloth on my Pontiac—the way it cleaned ! res 
the car, and so easily. I am ordering anocher.— 
Mr. R. N. F., Chester, Pa. 
I licked the Iowa gumbo mud that sticks like H mo 
the old Ned. by leaving my car out in the rain a a6 
when I get back from town, and Jet the rain | aa 
wash ic mostly. Then when the sun comes out { i ei 
again my KozaK does a beautiful iob. I came 
from Genesee County, N. Y., and know the | 
difference in soil, so I think the folks in the 1 ee gine 
middle west will get good results using my “let ae ae 
the rain wash it” idea—Mr. W. H. W., Boone. 
Last spring I purchased a cloth and have had ! i Ae 
$0 much success and compliments on the appear- 1 3: 
ance of our cars, that I enclose $10 for four 1 } > 
T have used 28 of your DRY WASH cloths during | 
my life and I am happy to say they lived up to 1 1 
your statements you made on each envelope. It 
PPP PP PP PPP PAP PPL PPP PP PPP PPP PPP 
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A New, Convenient and Inexpen- 
sive answer fo automatic trans- 
mission performance! 

(For ‘49, 50 and '51 Fords only) 


Enjoy the up-to-date luxury of 

Automatic Transmission Perform- 

ance without the high costs of 

installation and conversion. Your 

‘49, ‘50, or ‘51 Ford can be con- 

verted to give you the perform- 

ance you'd like without “hand 

shifting’—just a “Flick of the 

Clutch and you've shifted.” 

@ Shifts two or three times faster. 

@ “Save as much as 10% on gas in 
city driving.” 

“Maximum safety—you keep both 
hands on the wheel at all times.” 

@ “Shift up and down at will, at any 
speed.” 

e”“Add 50% to the life of your 
brakes by using engine compres- 
sion to do most of your braking.” 
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For only $49.50 let SHIFTOMATIC make driving easier 
and decrease your driving and maintenance costs. 


Dealers: Full information on Shiftomatic 
vill be gladly supplied. 


Write: SHIFTOMATIC The B 


“To add to the realism, we send a man 
around every month to collect a make- 
believe installment!” 


Do You 
Want Car Ratings? 


(Continued from page 12) 


to be the fairest method. After we swel- 
tered through the mass of statistical data, 
we were gratified to see that this new 
method did not favor the higher-powered 
cars, as had the 1951 method, but equi- 
tably distributed heavy cars and light cars, 
expensive cars and low-priced cars. 

But—and this is the point we want to 
emphasize—regardless of how else we had 
arrived at a winning car, and whatever 
that winning car was, there would have 
arisen the same hue and cry. 

We are now in the process of analyzing 
the many letters of suggestions that our 
readers have sent us. We wish to thank all 
of you for so doing. If you have not re- 
ceived an individual reply to an individual 
question, you will have to forgive us. 
We're swamped! Nevertheless, we’re going 
to ask for more mail. 

We would like to continue to improve 
our present Award system, since we feel 
that it is a service to our readers. Maybe 
@) it isn’t. It certainly causes us a lot more 
work and mental strain than is normally 
associated with putting together a maga- 
a "| zine. Therefore, we’d like your opinion. 

y owing the fully _ | Would you rather see us drop this annual 
Award, concentrating on road tests alone. 
manual supplied with each unit, _ leave the Award as is, or revise the Award 
youcan install Shiftomatic your- method? We'll listen to the majority. But 


_ | —we have to hear from the majority. 
self in a matter of minutes vee. So, fill out the attached questionnaire and 


special tools required. ee drop it in the nearest mailbox. 
—Walter A. Woron 
AWARD QUESTIONNAIRE 
(Check One) 


1. Drop the annual Award ratings ——— 
2. Leave the Award as is 
3. Revise the Award se 
(List suggestions on separate sheet of paper) 


Clip and mail to the Editor, Motor Trend 
5959 Hollywood BI., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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TRY GANES 


IN YOUR CAR 


SMOOTHER IDLING 
FASTER PICKUP 


SEND NO MONEY — TRY BEFORE YOU BUY 


Did you know that your engine actually uses a 
richer gasoline mixture when you take your foot 
off the gas pedal than when you step on it? Here’s 
why: when your engine slows down or idles, higher 
vacuum is created (that’s what makes your wind- 


HERE’S WHERE 


manifold vacuum an ex- 


g4soline is 


idling more difficult, 


HERE’S HOW THE GANE AIR-JET 
NEEDLE WORKS 


To give you be 
buretio 
same 


needle cap) js suc 
jhrough @ tiny 
; center of the needle 
the vacuum in 
idling chamber at the, 
Point of delivery into the 
mixing chamber, hence 
using less gasoline, 
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e 
this principle ture when idling Bran 
fuel mix 
ness of the p your Gens Needler 
ond slowing down. 


shield wiper run faster). This higher vacuum sucks a far richer mixture 
through the carburetor than needed even for fast driving! 
This problem of efficient carburetion at all speeds is naturally of special concern 
to drivers of high-performance cars, including those with multiple carburetor 
installations. Now—after exhaustive research and years of road testing—a 
simple, practical answer has been found with the development of an ingenious air- 
jet needle which replaces the ordinary solid idling adjustment screw. 
It is designed to bleed air during high vacuum periods (as, for example, 
when you slow down for a stop signal) for the purpose of lessening 
ORDINA RY CAR loading and waste of gasoline. In addition to improving mileage (at 
BURETIO e least 2 extra miles per gallon), its object is to help your engine idle 
N FAILS more slowly and smoothly. The theory is so simple you wonder why 
During periods of high it wasn’t discovered years ago! 


sessively rich mixture of HERE’S WHAT USERS SAY: 

“Mileage check of 4 cabs showed 10.1 miles without—12.5 miles per gal- 
lon with Air-Jet needles. Now equipping our whole fleet”—Yellow Cab 
Co. “Makes a grand difference in my Buick in starting, idling and mile- 
the carburetor Besides age” —M.D., Kimball, Nebraska. “My old Nash runs smoother and starts 
better”—L.P., Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Some of the reports received from more than % mil- 
lion Gane Air-Jet needles are most enthusiastic. 
(Some users report up to 25% more mileage, for ex- 
ample!) Some others, however, swear at them, say 
“no improvement” and fire the “little stinkers” back 
at us—proving Ganes sometimes fail. That’s why we 
insist you TRY BEFORE YOU BUY. Let’s make 
that very clear: Just send us your name and address 
plus the make, year, and number of cylinders of your 
car plus carburetor make (if you happen to know). 
We'll send your Ganes at once; you don’t pay anything 
to the postman or anybody else. You or your service 
station can quickly and easily make this simple instal- 
lation. Then check your mileage for 10 days. If you 
average 2 or more extra miles per gallon, send us $1.50 
per needle (some carburetors take two). If you don’t 
get at least 2 extra miles per gallon, plus smoother 
idling, send Ganes back and owe us nothing. Write: 


NATIONAL AUTO RETAIL DIV., Dept. GT-4 
9909 Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif. 


NATIONAL AUTO RETAIL DIV., Dept. GT-4 
9909 Santa Monica Bivd., Beverly Hills, Calif. | 
Gentlemen: 
Send Gane Air-jet needles for FREE TRIAL in a car. | en- 
close NO MONEY—! WILL PAY POSTMAN NOTHING. I'll try 
them for 10 days—if perfectly satisfied I'll send you $1.50 
per needle. If | don’t feel they're worth it, | will return them 
and owe you —-. The book _ enclose is mine to keep 


free whether | decide to keep the needles or not. I 
Add | 
No. of cylinders........ 
Make of carburetor 
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WHICH CAR IS WASTING GAS? 
When you step on the 9%: your engine If NE 
wastes very tittle gasoline in the carburetor. A 
Modern carburetors ore designed for best -JET i i 
efficien’y when operating at highwoy 
speeds. Many Gane Air-iet needle users NE 
. report faster pickup than with stock equip- DLE : 
1 ment because the Air-iet need 
loading. When you're slowing 
d uses is wasted, because very lit 
‘ js needed. With ordinary carbu 
vacuum pulls an extremely rich 
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d Nothing ” 
MAKE THIS SIMPLE 
' straw; now fF to 
‘ glass. Notice that you WHO | 
get far less water WRITE 


SKIRTS 
] IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 
FORD-MERCURY-LINCOLN 
Ford 1949-51 (Ribbed) ee | 
] Ford 1949-51 (cut down 
Merc. type) 14.95 pr. 
1949-51 14.95 pr. 
| _ Ford-Mercury 1952-53 12.95 pr. 
All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. i 
PLYMOUTH-DODGE-DE SOTO-CHRYSLER (Mo-Par type) 
Ply.-Dod.-DeS.-Chrys. 1946-48 10.95 pr. 
HeEG 
I 
| for all cars! Chrysler 1950-52 12.95 pr. i 
Here is the finest igni- 13.95 
tion coil in the world. 
30,000 output cH ‘OL 
faster acceleration . . . Chevrolet 1949-50 9.95 pr. | 
| smoother performance Chevrolet 1951-52 9.95 pr. 

“. greater economy. All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. | 
PONTIAC-BUICK 
| $15.25] Pontiac 1949-52 11.95 pr. 

Coils come with brack- All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. - | 
| ets and __ instructions. ker 1946-52 (all models) 10.95 pr. ] 
Quick-simple installa- BOX SKIRTS . . . ail cars 995 pr 
TEARDROP SKIRTS . . . all cars 9.95 pr. 
1 year,, make model. (All above skirts have locking levers and adjustable ends) } 
| 
Hollywood DEEP TONE DUALS 
| 1949-52 Chevrolet complete 42.95 
FORD 1935-48 Ford-Mercury 18.95 i 
1949-52 Ford-Mercury 23.95 1) 
on 1949-52 Oldsmobile 2.950) 
DE St 1951-52 Studebaker 29.95 
Duals less mufflers deduct $8.00 

AL POINT Breaker 

by DUAL COMBINATION SETS 
Engineered to work Complete with headers 

perfectly. 1935-52 Ford-Mercury 9950 

speeds, mere 1949-52 Oldsmobile 44.95 
motor zip. 1951-52 Studebaker 44.95 7 ] 

rcurys 

lets. 

ter LOWERING BLOCK KITS 

\ and prices. For all cars . . . 2” drop 3.95 9 1! 

WIRE 

Go ORDER TODAY FROM MICHIGAN'S LARGEST KNOWN 

1 DISCS AUTOMOTIVE MAIL ORDER HOUSE . . . i 

| Beautiful— Name. 

| Made to fit all cars | 

with 15” wheels. Address 

Chrome— 

i Give your cor that City. Zone. State. 

Customized look. 

i Set of four 20.95 (J Be sure check is enclosed for proper amount. " 
No motter what your Name of Car: 

needs may be, ask us 

| for it. We carry o com- Your Model 1 

plete line of Automo- 
tive Parts. Our supply 

complete MICHIGAN MOBIL PARTS COMPANY 
as possible and priced 1301 Mayflower St. 

J to fit the pocketbook. Lincoln Park 25, Michigan i 
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Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page 10) 
was featured at the recent Paris auto show, 
Ghia is setting up distributors on the East 
coast, in the Midwest, and along the Pacific 
coast. According to reports, Ghia took 20 
orders to duplicate the coupe which Chrysler 
unveiled. One exact replica went to Aly 
Kahn for $9500. 

With this taste of success, Ghia visualizes 
a rich plum ready for plucking in the cur- 
rent American craze for sports cars and 
custom car treatments. He is said to have 
set up dies for a wide range of domestic 
chassis. Bodies will be shipped to his U.S. 
outlets for mounting on frames as individual 
orders are received and filled. 

From the Detroit sports car front 
comes the announcement of KF’s new 
Fiberglas two-seater, plus a denial from 
Willys that they are connected with the 
California-produced “Wildfire.” 

The KF car features a new chassis and a 
high compression L-head six-cylinder en- 
gine. The Kaiser-Darrin, Model KF-161, was 
designed by “Dutch” Darrin in Los An- 
geles (reported in December Motor Trenp). 
Plans call for production of 2000 starting 
in July. It will be a featured exhibit at the 
Michigan Motor Show in Detroit this June. 

Measurements show it to be 15.3 feet from 
bumper to bumper and 69 inches wide. 
Height is 36 inches from ground to cowl, 
while with the convertible top in place, over- 
all height is 54 inches. 

The car’s body weighs only 300 pounds, 
and the entire automobile has a road weight 
of just over 2000 pounds. With more than 
100 bhp, it has a weight ratio of only 20 
pounds per horsepower. 

A low center of gravity combined with 
coil front springs and semi-elliptics in the 
rear are claimed to give it excellent road 
stability. Center point steering and 132 square 
inches of brake surface are safety features. 

The L-head six engine displaces 161 cubic 
inches and has an 8:1 compression ratio. 
Bore and stroke is 3% x 4% inches. Modi- 
fications include a high-lift cam, three car- 
buretors, and dual exhausts. A three-speed 
gear box, with manual selector on the steer- 
ing column, is provided. By the time produc- 
tion is started next summer the stick will 
probably be located on the floor. 

Interiors are luxurious. Seats, door panels, 
and dash are finished in top grain leather. 
Bucket seats are 24 inches wide. Instru- 


“ments provided are speedometer, oil pressure, 


ammeter, fuel gauge and water temperature 
indicator, and a tachometer. Doors slide into 
the front fenders when in open position. 

An unusual folding top is standard. This 
is a three-position affair so that it may be 
used fully closed, in landau style with the 
front quarter open, or fully opened with 
the canvas concealed under the rear deck. 
Wire wheels are optional. 

Although Studebaker steadfastly denies 
that a sports car is in the “works,” 
rumors continue to emanate from South 
Bend, Indiana, which point to the con- 
trary. Latest report has this daring con- 
cern placing contracts with an Indianapolis 

(Continued on page 71) 
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_ ONLY THE ORIGINAL* 
COULD MEET ALL QUALIFICATIONS FOR, 


HIS PRIZE-WINNING Packard Pan American 


duced the 1 
completely Successful 


tiginal Continental 
hidelson-Whitebone— 
No. 2553686 


ADD NEW BEAUTY AND DISTINCTION 


TO YOUR CAR...WITH AN H-W 
CUSTOM REAR CONVERSION 


VAILABLE Just as it meets all qualifications for this glamorous Packard 
Pan American, winner of first prize at the International Motor 
Sports Show ...so will the H-W Continental add new beauty, 
distinction and dashing style to your car. Yet it is moderately 
priced, has many practical, useful features, and increases greatly 
the trade-in value of your car. But don’t accept an inferior 
substitute. Insist upon the original* H-W Continental. 
See it at your dealet’s today. 


HUDELSON-WHITEBONE CO. 


522 North Hickory St., Champaign, Illinois 
950 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco 9, Calif. 
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check engine 
performance 7 
at a glance with... 


For the flashing performance that makes 
you proud of your car, you need an “in- 
strument check” on your engine’s condi- 
tion. The new “Custom” model Motor 
Minder gives you this at a glance—as you 
drive. 

Checks Engine Efficiency 
Motor Minder gives instant warning of 
sub-standard performance by spark plugs, 
carburetor, valves, rings—indicates faulty 
timing of ignition or valves—forewarns 
against costly engine trouble—shows you 
how to save gas. 
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The simplified, indirectly lighted dial of 
the Stewart-Warner “Custom” model can 
be read instantaneously . . . without the 
danger of “hunting out” a reading while 
moving at high speed. No meaningless fig- 
ures or scales to complicate use. 


Effective on All Cars 

Motor Minder® gives accurate recording 
even on new high-compression engines. 
New swivel mounting ... easy to install on 
any car. Beautiful hammered aluminum 
finished case reflects the Stewart-Warner 
quality found throughout this instrument 
... the lowest-priced quality instrument 
in its field. 


Get it at your dealer’s. If he cannot supply you, send his name and 
address, and your check or money order for $10.95 to Stewart-Warner. 
Your Motor Minder will be sent direct to you prepaid! 


STEWART-WARNE 


Instrument Division, Dept. W-43 
1840 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Illinois 
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Mounts on windshield molding by 
removing and replacing éne screw. 
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AUTO PARTS, ACCESSORIES 


_ EVERYTHING you need for your car—50,000 items including 
_ thousands of HARD-TO-GET PARTS plus many unusual acces- 

tories offered for the FIRST TIME—all at wholesale prices! 
7 | 0K! Take advantage of this big opportunity to get everything you 


q 


just @ few S need for your car—even many hard-to-find parts and acces- 
sories you can’t buy in stores! You can get them at wholesale 


i 

Catalogue rices—save up to 50%. You'll find these 50,000 thrilling 
| Sensational Values in this Reaanins described and illustrated in a giant new wholesale 


catalogue, jam-packed with exciting values. 


Biggest, Most Complete Line in All 
America for Cars, Trucks, Taxis... a 
from the oldest to latest models 


In this amazing catalogue you'll find a big choice of automo- 
tive accessories and parts—everything you want. Also thrillin 
values in custom-styling accessories—high-speed parts an 
accessories to soup up stock engines for top speed, accelera- 
tion and economy. Catalogue also includes new style Holly- 
wood accessories different from anything you’ve seen in 
stores. Other exciting buys at wholesale prices include: 


Auto radios Tires and tubes 
© Mufflers and pipes Tools 
Custom-styling accessories Body parts 
Limited @ Engines and parts Radiators 
Time Offer! @ High speed equipment @ Springs and shocks 
@ Transmissions and parts Ignition parts 
Rush Coupon New, used, rebuilt parts and accessories for all makes, 


years, models of all autos, trucks and taxis. 


Exciting get-acquainted 
FREE GIFT OFFER 


Amazing, valuable new scientific check chart that shows you 
exactly how to know if your car is safe—sent as a FREE G 
with every catalogue. It explains how you can easily make your 
car-safe. Offer limited, so rush coupon today. 


BIGGe 


& 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
124 illustrated pages, ~, 

jammed with 50,000 auto- ff ; J. C. Whitney & Co. y 

motive items at wholesale 1917-M-19 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, III. 


prices. Value $1.00. For lim- 
ited time only, it can be 
yours for just 25¢—which 
will be credited on your first 
$5.00 order. It's like getting this valu- 
able bargain packed catalogue FREE! 

Send today for YOURS. 


Please rush me your giant catalogue that describes 50,000 automotive i 
items I can get at wholesale prices. I enclose 25c to cover part of cost— 
which I understand will be credited to me on my first $5.00 order. 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
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Lifetime Oil Filter Guarantees: 


e 10,000 Miles 
Without Changing Oil* 


e 200,000 Miles 


Without Changing Filter* 


COMPLETELY ELIMINATES: 


e Cartridge Replacements 
e Additive Removal 


WHY YOUR CAR NEEDS LIFETIME 


97 out of every 100 cars are junked prematurely 
—victims of unnecessary engine wear! Carbon, 
dirt & abrasive-laden oil quickly grind away pre- 
cision-finished gears, bearings g cylinder walls— 
causing power loss, gas & oil waste and big repair 
bills. Only total oil filtration can stop this destruc- 
tive action. 


ORDINARY FILTERS CAN'T DO THE JOB! 


THE “GOLDEN” ELEMENT 
Filterall's amazing Lifetime bronze element solves 
your problem scientifically. Pioneered for U.S. 
Aircraft use, it insures efficient operation under 


Oil Loss 
e Oil By-Pass 


YOU SAVE 5 WAYS* 


1. 


Use oil 10,000 miles with 
complete safety under av- 
erage conditions. 


. St “eld-fashioned” 
po | packs, 


toughest conditions. All oil is passed through a 
porous bronze wall which traps dirt particles as 
small as 39 millionths of an inch. This guarantees 
our engine a continuous flow of clean, grit-free 
ew Cartridge is renewed quickly and easily 


“Lifetime” Com Filter Unit 


3. P for itself many times 
preventing ine mot by rinsing in gasoline. including case) fer all cars except 
even on a single repair job. 5g Pa $1 295 


. Does not rob oil of protec- 


tive additives (other filters 
absorb up to 30%). 


. Save the quart of oil soaked 


and thrown aw — 
Gack type Etter path. 


“GUARANTEE 


DON’T DELAY—ORDER NOW 
Easy installation on all cars & light trucks 
—can be transferred to your new car when 
you trade. Please specify make, year, & model 
of your car and make of old filter if ~ 
Shipped postpaid or send $2.00 deposit; bal- 
ance C.OD. 


“Lifetime” Full-Flew (for for- 
eign cars, some C' models, 


ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. C0., Dept. MTF-4 


DEALERS & JOBBERS— choice territories 


5801 E. Beverly Blvd. Los Angeles 22, Calif. ] 


available —Liberal proposition — write on Ship Conversion ...... Complete ...... Full Flow 
letterhead TODAY for lete detail Lifetime filter for Year............ | D 

Name 

Addr 
ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG.cOo. | th 
Check enclosed, send prepaid ye 
5801 E. Beverly Bivd., Dept. MTF-4, Los Angeles 22, Calif. deposit enclosed; send C.O.D. pe 
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“Lifetime” Conversion Kit fer con- 
to a permanent unit........96 
ith .). Complete heavy- 
‘model inci. case... $1995 
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HAT DO YOU WANT in a car? Are you looking for style? 

For comfort? For a good trade-in? For a long service life? 
Do you expect a car to go 100 mph? Do you want it to be first 
away from a stop signal? Do you want an honest 20 mpg in traffic? 
Decide what you want, then start looking. No one can tell you what 
you want in a car. Realizing this, MT Research has analyzed all the 
new cars (short of road testing them, to follow in coming months) on 
the following pages: what’s new for ’53 in engines, bodies, etc., what 
you should look for if you’re looking for economy, for comfort, for 
performance. But—don’t expect this to tell you what car is best for 
you. That’s a decision that only you can make. 
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BVIOUSLY, THERE HAVE been no startling or radical 

changes made in engines in the low-priced car group. 
Manufacturers, with few exceptions, seem content to rely 
on previously established designs and developments. This is 
probably justified if it will preserve the existence of a truly 
low-priced field, because new engine development costs must 
be balanced against body and chassis improvements. The 
buyer may rest assured that manufacturers are not unaware 
of competition, that usually he will get his money’s worth, 
and that the conservative reliability of engines in this field 
has been established by more extensive customer usage than 
in the higher-priced groups. 

Engines in the medium-price car class continue to substan- 
tiate the trend toward high compression ratios and increased 
horsepower. The addition of new ohv, short-stroke V-8 engines 
by Dodge and Buick also is indicative of the trend toward 
more power in a lighter and more compact package. Engine 
weight and compactness have a definite influence on body 
and chassis design. The reduction in overall engine length 
means more passenger space within the body, and lighter 
engine weight should influence a change toward better weight 
distribution, front suspension systems, and roadability. The 
long-awaited, and greatly needed, 12-volt electrical system 
has finally made its appearance in this price group. 

No strictly new engines, with the exception of the Buick 
Roadmaster V-8, have been introduced in the luxury-price 
ciass. Improvements, however, in valving, manifolding, car- 


The hemispherical combustion chamber and the valve train of 
the new Dodge V-8 engine came directly from Chrysler’s V-8 
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What's new in ‘53 Engines 


buretion, ignition, and compression ratios have added as much 
as 45 bhp. It is also significant that four of the five makes in 
this group now use ohv V-8 engines. 

LOW-PRICE FIELD: Chevrolet has continued with its ohv, six- 
in-line engines, which have been a hallmark since 1929. Cars 
without Powerglide—which is not available in the One-Fifty 
line—have a new version of the standard engine, which, thanks 
to a larger bore and stroke and a higher compression ratio, has 
a 17.4 per cent greater maximum output than the 1952 engine 
(it now develops 108 bhp). The crankcase is stronger, and the 
more rigid crankshaft has increased counter-weighting. The 
larger engine, used with Powerglide, now has full-pressure 
lubrication and develops 115 bhp to top the low-price field. 


Buick’s new V-8s use a four-inch bore, a dome-shaped combus- 
tion chamber, will attract much interest from racing fans 


Hudson has a new L-head six for use in the low-priced Jet 
and Super Jet. This engine has a basic rating of 104 bhp, 
which may be boosted to 106 by the optional aluminum head 
and to 114 bhp with the optional addition of Twin H power, 
which includes dual carburetors and a modified camshaft. At 
its highest horsepower rating, the new engine has .564 bhp 
per cubic inch, which is an indication of its potential high 
efficiency. Design is similar to the higher powered Hudson 
L-head engines and it uses a split exhaust manifold with heat 
risers. A dry disc clutch is standard when these cars are 
equipped with conventional transmission. 

The Ford L-head “Strato-Star V-8” and ohv “Mileage Maker 


Six” are identical to those used in 1952. The Henry J Corsair ° 


and Corsair Deluxe also continue to use the L-head four and 
six developed for 1952. The Nash Rambler, Plymouth, and 
Studebaker Champion have relied upon their L-head power- 
plants without extensive changes. Willys continues to offer 
the L-head “Lightning” six in its lowest-priced model. the 
“Aero Lark,” and the F-head “Hurricane” six in all other 
models. The “Hurricane,” which was introduced in 1952, has 
.560 bhp per cubic inch, surprisingly similar to the 1952 
Cadillac. Still the only F-head available in American produc- 
tion cars, the “Hurricane” shares this feature with the British 
Rolls-Royce and Rover. 
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MEDIUM-PRICE FIELD: The Buick Super has a brand new 
164/170 bhp V-8 with two choices of compression ratios for use 
with synchromesh or Dynaflow transmissions. With Dynaflow the 
ratio is 8.5:1. The bore/stroke ratio in this engine is 1:8, the 
lowest _on the market. This low ratio makes possible the use 
of short connecting rods and a more rigid crankshaft, which 
has a lower moment of inertia around its center of rotation. 
Some of the advantages of this design include lower piston 
speeds, shorter piston travel, and less torsional vibration 
throughout the entire speed range. The engine has individual 
ports leading from the exhaust valves, five main bearings and a 
full-flow oil filter. Valves are in a vertical, in-line position on 
one side of the cylinder head and the spark plugs are located 
at the top center of the combustion chamber. Domed pistons 
follow the contour of the combustion chamber. Hydraulic 
tappets are included in the valve-actuating mechanism. Dual 
carburetion is provided by a unit similar to that used on the 
1951 Roadmaster. An outstanding feature is the 12-volt 
electrical system, which meets the demands of better ignition 
in high-compression engines at high speeds. The engine is 
very compact and weighs 635 pounds, as compared to 816 
pounds for last year’s eight-in-line. The Special offers an 
improved ohv, eight-in-line engine with a newly designed 
combustion chamber. Cylinder head and pistons have been 
redesigned to locate the spark plug closer to the center of the 
cylinder and to improve combustion characteristics. Compres- 
sion ratios and maximum bhp output have been increased in 
both synchromesh and Dynaflow models of the Special. 

The Chrysler Windsor, Windsor Deluxe, DeSoto Powermaster, 
Dodge Meadowbrook and Meadowbrook Special continue to 
use their L-head six engines without major changes. 

DeSoto’s “Firedome” ohv V-8 has not been changed for this 
year. The Dodge Coronet and Diplomat are equipped with the 
new 140 bhp, ohv V-8 “Red Ram,” which follows closely the 
inclined valve, hemispherical combustion chamber design of the 
Chrysler “FirePower.” This engine features a low bore/stroke 
ratio and its corollary advantages, which include overall 
rigidity, compactness, low piston travel and low piston speed. 
A short, stiff camshaft is supported on five bearings. Hydraulic 
tappets are provided. The intake manifold is divided into two 
branches, each of which is fed by a single barrel of the dual 
carburetor to promote uniform fuel-air distribution. The new 
engine has less than five per cent greater displacement than 
the 1952 in-line L-head six, but produces 36 per cent more 
horsepower and 16 per cent more torque. A double-breaker 
distributor is provided for maximum coil output at high 
speeds. Ignition wiring is waterproofed and the spark plugs 


‘are enclosed in metal tubes which extend up through the 


valve chamber. 

Hudson uses last year’s Pacemaker L-head six in the new 
Wasp. This engine is a scaled-down version of the 1952 Wasp 
engine, which is now used in the Super Wasp. The Hornet is 
resting on its stock racing laurels with its successful 1952 
L-head engine, the biggest six in the industry. 

Kaiser uses a slightly modified version of last year’s L-head 
six. Exhaust and intake manifolds have been improved, which 
results in a horsepower increase and better torque. 

Mercury has continued with the familiar L-head V-8, the only 
change being the addition of a new air cleaner. The exhaust 
system has been changed, however, and a straight-through 
muffler is used in place of the three-pass muffler. The tail pipe 
has been enlarged to a two-inch diameter. It is claimed that a 
50 per cent reduction in back-pressure is thus achieved. 

The Nash Statesman “Powerflyte” L-head six has increased 
bhp. This has been accomplished by an increase in compression 
ratio, a new twin-barrel carburetor, enlarged intake manifold 
passages, a higher-lift camshaft and an improved exhaust 
system. The Nash Ambassador, in addition to the ohv “Super 
Jetfire” used last year (and for many years past, during 
which it has proved its sturdiness), now offers a higher-powered 
“Le Mans Dual Jetfire” ohv six as optional equipment. This 
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Cadillac has boosted its horsepower with a redesigned com- 
bustion chamber (right). Increase to 210 hp was desirable 
to obtain better economy and acceleration, not top speed 


engine has an aluminum cylinder head and is the only American 
engine using twin side-draft carburetors. 

The new Oldsmobile Deluxe 88 is equipped with a less power- 
ful version of the “Rocket” ohv V-8 engine, although the 
displacement is the same as the engine used in both the Super 
88 and the Classic 98. The Super 88 engine has a higher com- 
pression ratio giving a five bhp boost over last year. All Olds- 
mobile engines feature a 12-volt electrical system. 

The bhp of the Packard Clipper engine has been increased by 
a redesigned combustion chamber and higher compression ratio. 

Pontiae has introduced an improved version of its Chieftain 
six L-head. Torque characteristics have been improved by a 
new camshaft which allows a greater intake and exhaust valve 
opening interval. Oil pump capacity has been increased. A 
new generator has a greater output at low speeds. The dual 
carburetor used on this engine is now similar to that used on 
the eight, which is unchanged from 1952 with the exception 
of the new generator used on the six. 

There have been few changes in the Studebaker Land Cruiser 

and Commander ohv V-8 engine. The carburetor has been 
redesigned to clear the lowered hood and has a new dry, re- 
placeable cartridge air filter. 
LUXURY-PRICE CLASS: The new Buick V-8 in the Road- 
master series is the same as that on the Super except that it uses 
a four-barrel carburetor and develops 188 bhp. Present leader 
in the horsepower race is the improved ohv V-8 used in the 
Cadillac. A new high-lift camshaft, improved valve mechanism, 
and increased compression ratio have boosted the bhp output 
20 horsepower over the 1952 models, to 210. This engine also 
features a 12-volt electrical system and new type pistons. 

The Chrysler ohy V-8 in the New Yorker, New Yorker 
Special, and Custom Imperial has not been changed this year. 
The same engine in the Crown Imperial model has a 12-volt 
electrical system. 

Lincoln holds second position in the horsepower line-up at 
205, with an improved version of its ohv V-8. Changes in 
this engine include a new four-barrel carburetor, increased cross- 
sectional area in the intake manifold, larger intake valves, 
higher valve lift, and a higher compression ratio. 

Engines in the senior Packard line have increased bhp as a 
result of new combustion chamber design and increased com- 
pression ratios. The largest of these engines also has a new 
four-barrel carburetor. 


Nash used this modified 140 bhp, ohv Ambassador engine at 
Le Mans, now offers it as extra on ordinary Ambassador models 
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HE FAITHFUL synchromesh transmission, pioneered by 

Cadillac on its 1929 models, is by no means dead. It is 
standard equipment on every make and series in the low- and 
medium-priced fields, with the exception of the Chrysler Wind- 
sor Deluxe. In the luxury field, however, it is standard only on 
some Packard models, and available on no other make. 

Overdrive, No. 1 choice for performance and economy, is 
offered by évery manufacturer except GM, Lincoln, and 
Chrysler, at an average cost of $105. Its semi-automatic fourth 
gear. which cuts in when the driver lifts his foot from the 
accelerator at about 25 mph, reduces engine speed, upping 
gas mileage and the life span of the engine. Conventional high 
is available for passing by pressing the accelerator to the floor 
at speeds up to approximately 45. For those interested in 
convenience, overdrive provides clutchless shifting by means 
of a free-wheeling device at lower speeds (the clutch must 
still be used when starting or stopping). Furthermore, the 
higher rear-axle ratio used with overdrive gives livelier per- 
formance in the other gears. 

The big thing about automatic drives is that they make a 
car much easier to drive. They cost more to buy ($175 aver- 
age). Most of them cost perceptibly more to operate and repair 
than a synchromesh transmission. But the American new car 
buyer has changed since the heyday of the Model T. He is now 
willing (and, in most cases, able) to pay for a good thing. 

_ Automatics have become such a good thing in his eyes that 
they have become available on all but two (Henry J and 
Willys) of the 20 American makes. 


of 
Nome Type ducati 
Forward 
Dual-Range Hydra-Matic Fluid coupling with gears a 
(Cadillac, Hudson, Kaiser, 
i Lincoln, Nash, Oldsmobile, 
Dynaflow (Buick) Torque converter with gears 
; Fluid-Matic (Chrysler, Fluid coupling with semi- 4 
De Sote, Dodge) cutomatic gears 
Fluid-Torque (Chrysler, Torque converter with 4 
De Sete, Dodge) semi-automatic gears 
Fordomatic and Mercomatic Torque converter with gears 3 
Hy-Drive (Plymouth) Torque converter with non- 3 
automatic gears 
f Powerglide (Chevrolet) Torque converter with gears 2 
; Studebaker Automatic Torque converter with gears 3 
| Ultramatic (Packord) Torque converter (gears 3 
for LOW, REVERSE, and 
i direct drive) 
*Equivalent 
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LOW-PRICE FIELD: In addition to Henry J and Willys, the 
Chevrolet One-Fifty is the only low-price car that does not 
have an optional automatic transmission. From among the 
other cars in this price range, you may choose almost any type 
of automatic you prefer. Hydra-Matic is now available in the 
low-price field with the introduction of the Hudson Jet and 
the 1953 Nash Rambler. The oldest automatic in use today, 
it uses a four-speed planetary gear set, and a fluid coupling (not 
a torque converter). The dual-range feature is standard. 
Plymouth has just announced a new automatic. transmission, 
the Hy-Drive. which is a combination of a conventional 
three-speed gearbox with a torque converter. Shifting re- 
quires the clutch, but for ordinary driving one does not have 
to shift after placing the gear lever in conventional high. 
Though MT Research has not yet driven a Plymouth so 
equipped. the device would seem to lack certain advantages of 
other drives. For example, pickup in high is not likely to 
approach that of Hydra-Matic, or equal that of the other 
torque converter transmissions in the low-price field, all of 
which aid the converter with a planetary low gear; fuel con- 
sumption is likely to be on the high side; and use of an old- 
style clutch-and-second hookup may not appeal much to those 
who want both performance and ease of driving. 

Chevrolet offers an improved Powerglide automatic trans- 
mission with a larger three-element torque converter to replace 
the previous five-element design. The new transmission always 
starts in the planetary low range and upshifts automatically 
to the cruising range as speed increases. 

Ford continues to offer the Fordomatic single-stage, three- 
element, torque-converter-type automatic transmission used in 
1952. Studebaker will continue its automatic for the Champion. 
It is the only drive in this field with a direct mechanical con- 
nection similar to a conventional high gear, and the only one 
not susceptible to roll or creep. ; 
MEDIUM-PRICE AND LUXURY FIELD: Automatic transmis- 
sions are available on every car in the medium-price and 
luxury fields. A higher percentage of cars are being delivered 
with them. They are standard on one medium-price car 


Normal lower 
Starts Shifting Anti- Mechanical Ratio for 
Normally Completely Clutch Creep Connection Mountain 
in Automatic? Pedal? Device? at (MPH) Driving? 
First yes no no none* yes 
Second* yes no no none no 
Third no yes no nore no 
Third no yes no none no 
Second yes. no no none no 
High yes yes no none no 
low yes no no none no 
Second yes no yes Champion 21 ne 
Commander 18 
Second yes ao no 18 ne 
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(Chrysler Windsor Deluxe) and on every car in the luxury 
group except for certain Packards. 

Buick has introduced a new four-element torque converter, 
which it calls the Twin-Turbine Dynaflow. Increased efficiency 
is made possible by improved vane design and added torque 
multiplication in the planetary gear set. Better low-speed per- 
formance and an improved relationship between engine rpm and 


propeller shaft rpm are claimed when operating under condi-. 


tions demanding high torque. 

Chrysler has continued the Fluid-Matic Drive, consisting of a 
two-range, four-speed, semi-automatic transmission and a hy- 
draulic coupling, and the Fluid-Torque Drive, which is a 
combination of the same gearbox and a torque converter. Both 
use a clutch pedal. However, shifting between third and fourth, 


EW STARTLING CHANGES have appeared in the new 

car bodies for 1953. Studebaker has seized an adventuresome 
initiative with the new Raymond Loewy designs, which are 
blessedly free from added ornament. Instead, they rely on 
three-dimensional form, including a distinctive concave side 
panel, to enliven an already fleet outline. 

The Studebakers are worthy successors to two other designs 
still unchanged, the Kaiser, introduced in 1950, and the Pinin 
Farina Nash, which first appeared last year. At first, these last 
two appear not to have much in common. The Kaiser is 
low and rakish like the Studebaker, the Nash is big and 
boxy. Yet the Nash’s new cowl ventilator and window-sill 
trim and the Kaiser’s notched fender line share a more straight- 
forward approach to automobile designing than has been cus- 
tomary in the U.S. since World War II. Trunk space on the 
Studebaker, as on its 1947-52 models and on the Kaiser, is low 
in height. 

The integral-body-and-frame proponents grow almost year by 
year. Willys joined Hudson and Nash with this construction in 
1952, and now the new Hudson Jet has adopted it. Rattles 
and creaks are less likely to develop, and it gives a car a 
solid feel. Repairs can cost more, and there is at least a 
tendency to transmit more body and chassis noises to the 
interior of the car. 

The most popular body trend this year is the continuing en- 
largement of glass areas and its corollary, improved visibility 
for driver and passengers. Thinner corner posts, one-piece 
windshields, and large rear windows are becoming common to 
all cars. 

There may be some question regarding the safety of these 
designs because of the skimpy overhead protection in the 
event of a roll-over. It is true that the trend toward lower 
overall height and a lower center of gravity has reduced roll- 
over tendencies somewhat. This does not, however, alleviate 
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the only speeds ordinarily used, is accomplished by releasing or 
depressing the accelerator pedal only. 

DeSoto and Dodge also offer these two transmissions under 
slightly different names. Dodge still provides Fluid Drive on its 
six-cylinder (Meadowbrook) models with standard transmission 
or overdrive, at a charge of $21. No aid to performance, it 
eliminates some shifting and gives greater smoothness. 

The Dual-Range Hydra-Matic is standard equipment on Cad- 
illae and Lincoln. Hudson, Kaiser, Nash, Oldsmobile, and 
Pontiac also offer it. 

The Packard Ultramatic uses a torque converter at low 
speeds. A mechanical connection occurs at 18 mph. 

Mercury’s Merc-O-Matic is similar to Fordomatic and the 
Studebaker drive is like that in the lower-priced Champion. 


at's new in 53 


Bodies & Chassis 


the consequences if the car does turn turtle. Perhaps, in the 
future, manufacturers will take a lesson from the stock car 
racing fraternity and install roll bars in all bodies and a more 
positive method of locking doors. On the credit side of the 
safety ledger, improved visibility for the driver should con- 
tribute greatly to the safe operation of the 1953 cars. 


LOW-PRICE FIELD: Chevrolet bodies use a new shell; 
they are lower, wider, and shorter overall. All have one-piece 
curved windshields, and closed models have wrap-around rear 
windows. Doors now open wider for easier entrance. The grille 
and other chrome trim have been redesigned. 

Ford bodies have essentially the same dimensions as in 1952. 
The grille, taillights, and chrome trim have been changed. The 
front seat adjustment raises the seat slightly and tilts the back 
forward when the seat is moved nearer the steering wheel. 
This provides a more comfortable driving position for short 
people. Doors have the new two-position checks that make 
entrance or exit easy in a narrow spot. 

The new Hudson Jet and Super Jet follow the familiar step- 
down design which places the body floor below the top of 
the frame side rails. Body and frame are welded together 
to form an integral unit. The Super Jet body is distinguished 
by chrome window trim and two-tone paint. It also has chrome 
rims, and fender skirts. 

Nash has continued the integral frame-and-body construction 
in the redesigned Rambler, which resembles the company’s 
larger cars. Vision is greatly improved in the new bodies, and 
continental-type spare tires are standard on the convertible and 
hardtop. 

Plymouth bodies have undergone a complete styling change 
which has muted their boxlike appearance. Height has been 
reduced, but by relocating the rear wheel housings and moving 
the engine slightly forward, more space has been added to the 
passenger and luggage compartments. A one-piece windshield 
and wrap-around rear windows are featured. The total glass 
area is 16 per cent greater than in 1952. The front seat in two- 
door models is divided at a point one third of its width from 
the right hand side, providing entrance and exit from the back 
seat without disturbing a passenger seated in the middle. 

Studebaker Champion bodies definitely reflect a European 
influence in their elongated curves and low silhouettes. They 
are longer and lower and have an overall height of 601% inches 
for the sedans and a mere 5676 inches for the close-coupled 
models. Glass areas are greatly increased. 

Willys has introduced a four-door body in three series in 
addition to the two-door models. and a new hardtop “Aero- 
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Eagle” body appears this year. The general styling has not 
been changed. Unit body-and-frame construction continues in 
these cars. 


MEDIUM-PRICE FIELD: Buick Super and Special bodies re- 
main unchanged this year except for some differences in orna- 
mentation and an altered trunk lid, which gives more luggage 
space and blends more pleasingly with the new rear fender 
lines. An airscoop is incorporated into the hood ornament. 

Chrysler has new bodies which are lower overall but wider, 
and have an increase of 11 cubic feet in total body volume. 
Trunk compartment volume has been increased 44 per cent. 
Grilles have been restyled: they are quite simple and retain 
Chrysler identity. Front fender top lines are carried back 
through the doors to blend with the rear fenders. The cars 
have one-piece windshields and greater glass areas. 

DeSoto bodies have essentially the same body shell as all 
Chryslers except the Crown Imperial. The principal difference 
between the two makes is in grilles, chrome trim, and ornamen- 
tation. 

Dodge bodies have followed the Chrysler restyling themes on 
a smaller scale. They, too, have more glass and greater total 
body volume. Models with the “Red Ram” V-8 engine have a 
functional airscoop in the hood. 

Hudson and Kaiser bodies are the same as in 1952 except for 
minor changes in trim and ornamentation. Unit construction 
and the “step-down” design are continued by Hudson. The back 
window of the Hudson, though large, is at too great an angle 
for good visibility in stormy weather. 

Mercury bodies are not essentially different this year. An in- 
teresting added feature is a two-position door check for con- 
venience in crowded parking areas; it will hold the door half- 
open as well as in the fully open position. 

Nash Statesman and Ambassador bodies continue with the 
Farina influence in styling. 

Oldsmobile Deluxe 88 and Super 88 bodies remain unchanged. 
The cars have a restyled grille and front bumper. Oldsmobile 
offers a wide variety of body colors. Fourteen new basic colors 
and 49 two-tone selections are available. 

With the exception of chrome trim and ornamentation 
changes, Packard Clipper bodies are the same as the 1952 
styles. 

Pontiac bodies have roomier passenger and luggage compart- 
ments. They also have followed the trend toward larger glass 


Conventional, separate body-and-frame construction, still used 
on almost all American cars, transmits less chassis noise to the 
car’s interior. It is likely to be heavier, but may be less 
rigid. Extensive body repairs will probably cost a little less 
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areas, one-piece windshields and big, wrap-around rear windows, 

The Studebaker Land Cruiser and Commander bodies have 
been completely restyled by Raymond Loewy. The coupes and 
hardtops are lower in overall height than any other American 
car. Glass areas have been greatly increased: the new models 
have from 133 to 819 square inches more glass area than the 
1952s. The Commander four-door sedan, for example, has 33 
per cent more glass area than last year. 


LUXURY FIELD: The Buick Roadmaster bodies, together 
with those in the Super and Special lines. have only minor 
styling changes. 
Cadillae also has been content to rest with minor changes. 
The higher-priced Chrysler body changes follow those made 
in the medium price class models. 
Lincoln styling is similar to that in the 1952 models. 
Packard chrome trim and ornamentation are altered this 
year. The rear fender ornaments have been removed. 


CHASSIS IMPROVEMENTS: Few changes were made in 
chassis components for 1953. Frames, steering systems, axles, 
suspension, shock absorbers, and brakes in most cases remain 
the same or have undergone only minor alterations. Spring rates, 
moments, and shock-absorber valving have been changed on 
several cars to integrate suspension characteristics with weight 
distribution. 

All Chrysler Corporation cars are equipped with rear shock 
absorbers mounted at a splayed angle to resist side thrust on 
the rear wheels. 

The new Hudson Jet and Super Jet have coil springs in 
front and semi-elliptic springs in the rear. Tubular shock ab- 
sorbers are used. 

Packard and Oldsmobile have beefed-up rear axles and dif- 
ferentials this year; otherwise, with the exception of some 
altered gear ratios, rear axles have not changed much in other 
cars. 

Plymouth has a new frame with box-section side rails which 
render the frame very rigid. In other cars there are no radical 
design changes this year except that frame widths and side 
rail shapes have been altered to accommodate new body designs. 

Pontiac has revised front-end geometry by changing pivot 


points in the suspension. This has modified the roll camber . 


and offers better handling characteristics on curves and reduc- 
tion of tire wear. 


Newest example of unit body-and-frame design is this 1953 
Nash Rambler Country Club hardtop, in which many body bolts 
are eliminated and the frame and body are welded into one unit. 
Exponents claim their cars grow old with fewer rattles, squeaks 
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T USED TO BE a simple matter to pick a comfortable car, 
provided price was no object. One picked a long one and a 
heavy one to bluff the bumps, and automatically got well-padded 
seats and what used to be called “luxurious appointments.” In 
those days before independent front suspension and foam 
rubber, the choice was not complex. 

In 1953, when all American cars ride reasonably well, the 
ultimate in luxury is still reached only by those of top price, 
but not necessarily because of their size. Comfort, however, 
may mean many other things. Do you drive in traffic, on 
divided highways, on a cow path? How much time do you 
spend in your car? Do you share your car with others? Your 
answers to these and other questions will determine the most 
comfortable car for you. 


RIDE: MT Research has now finished testing the Big Three 
low-priced cars for 1953. All of them ride smoothly; improve- 
ment is especially noticeable in the Ford, in which road shock 
is said to have been reduced to one-fifth of that in the 1952 
models. Less sway will be noted in all Chrysler products this 
year, thanks to their replacement of last year’s bodies with 
lower ones, and the use of new splay mountings for rear shock 
absorbers. A firmer, though not a harder, ride will be noted on 
some GM products; while the Pontiac does not have out- 
standing ability to negotiate a fairly sharp corner without pitch, 
it has been improved in this respect. On any car, low-pressure 
tires of large cross-section will smooth out the bumps. 


SEATS: Here, much depends on personal preference. If you 
like to ride in an erect, chair-like position, the four Chrysler 
products will most nearly approach your ideal. Or, you may 
argue that an automobile isn’t a chair and that you would 
rather lounge when you ride. Almost every American produc- 
tion model now has foam rubber seat padding. Center arm 
rests in rear seats are standard in some medium- and all luxury- 
priced cars, with Nash, Cadillac, Chrysler, and Hudson among 
those with convenient double-width rests. 


DRIVING POSITION: Steering wheel positions vary from the 
Pontiac’s high one to that of the Studebaker, which is closer 
to the driver and more nearly parallel to his body. The latter 
is somewhat harder for the plump driver to slip under. Its 
jauntier position “in the driver’s lap” will offer pleasanter 
handling for those who prefer a slightly more intimate relation 
with their machine. 

Try your car choices—on the road as well as in the showroom 
—for steering wheel diameter. Here you have your choice from 
the small wheel of the Henry J (the same size is used on the 
Kaiser) to the large ones on many cars, including, rather 
surprisingly, the little Hudson Jet. Test, too, whether the 
wheel is too close to the left-hand door hardware for you. 


OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT: Among the advantages of power 
brakes is a low pedal position. If you do much driving in 
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lf you want Comfort 


traffic, they may save you considerable leg work, particularly 
if you like one of the cars like Studebaker, Hudson, and Buick, 
which without power brakes have a high pedal. Cars with power 
brakes and automatic transmissions are the most suitable for 
braking with the left foot, and of these, top marks go to 
Studebaker and Lincoln for their unusually wide pedal. 

Automatic transmissions in themselves will represent an 
advance in comfort to an increasing number of drivers. 

Power steering is another boon to comfort. So is air-con- 
ditioning. Try them if you are interested; they are worth the 
extra charge in certain circumstances, and generally only then. 
If your car’s seat will be constantly moved to suit different 
members of the family, one of the power seat adjustments on 
the medium- and high-priced cars will save tugging and groaning. 
Electric window lifts are a feature whose desirability must be 
determined by you, in relation to your habits of driving and 
the climate you drive in. Their greatest advantage is in the 
convenient control of all windows from the driver’s seat. 

If you are in that group that is finding it difficult to refocus 
quickly, you will appreciate Oldsmobile’s and Cadillac’s re- 
positioned Hydra-Matic dial, now located on the dash with 
the other indicators. And if the dash seems unusually close 
or distant on the car of your choice, try reading the instru- 
ments quickly several times when your eyes have been on the 
road awhile. Eyestrain does not make for comfort. 


UNUSUAL FEATURES: Here the independents seem to lead: 
Nash, with its pull-out, centered glove compartment, optional 
folding bed and reclining right front seat; it also has a package 
net, reminiscent of an old-time Pullman car, over the wind- 
shield. . . . Hudson, with its usual pocket in the front seat 
back. . . . Packard and Chrysler, with individual footstools in 
their big sedans. . . . Oldsmobile, with a central glove com- 
partment, flanked by ash trays. 


Check Your Choice for Comfort 


1. Does the height of seats suit you? 
2. Are the seats padded correctly for you? 


3. Can the front seat be easily and properly adjusted 
for all members of the family? 


4. Are the armrests positioned comfortably for you? 

5. Is the steering wheel position comfortable for your 
driving? Is it easy to grip? 

6. Is the glove comportment large enough and posi- 
tioned properly for your needs? 

7. Is the ash tray located right for you? 

8. Is the emergency brake easy to operate? 


9. Do you have sufficient shoulder, head, and leg. 
room? 


10. Is there sufficient toe room for passengers in the 
back seat? 


11. Is the car easy to drive? 
12. Is the car comfortable to ride in? Do you notice 
rough pavement or roads excessively? 
13. Does the heating and ventilating system meet your 
: comfort requirements? 
14. Are there special features about the car that par- ; 
ticularly add to your comfort? a 
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BODY MODELS:. From the standpoint of sheer comfort, it is 
hard to beat a four-door sedan. Perhaps that is why it is the 
most popular body. If adults or packages will be riding in your 
back seat oftener than occasionally, it is probably your best 
bet. If a two-door car will suffice, take a look at Nash 
and Plymouth front seats. They are divided off-center, making 
for less discomfort among those in the front when others are 
entering or leaving the rear. If your idea of comfort includes 
carrying bulky or grimy loads with a minimum of fuss and 
damage to a delicate interior, one of the practical new station 
wagons may be your ideal. As for a convertible, while it is 
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CAR’S ECONOMY, or lack of it, must be reckoned as a 

function of the kind of life you lead. If you use a car 
constantly in earning your living, the most effective way that 
it can demonstrate economy is to start unfailingly and run 
tirelessly in all kinds of weather, with only minimum repairs 
and regular adjustments. 

If you trade your car frequently, either because you must 
drive hard and long or just because you like to have a new 
one, a low rate of depreciation may top your personal economy 
list by many hundreds of dollars. 

However much we may occasionally deplore the fact, it is 
frequently true that nothing succeeds like success, and it is 
thus possible to work out a case for the theory that an im- 
pressive car is a business asset. As they say in Hollywood, “I 
didn’t make the sale because I have a Cadillac, but I might 
not have made it without one.” 

Motor TreNp’s favorite method of looking at the cost of 
car ownership is to figure cost per mile. The results should be 
used to compare one car with another, rather than as an estimate 
of car expenses for your budget. Since cost per mile includes fuel 
consumption, let us consider that aspect first. 

Fuel economy is a deceptive thing. It is easy to determine, 
and it can sound very impressive. In the overall picture, it 
must be compared with other costs of ownership if one is to 
arrive at a comprehensive figure. 

Last year, MT Research tested 20 cars. Their average fuel 
consumption in actual miles per gallon ranged all the way from 
13.9 mpg for the Buick Roadmaster to 23.3 for the Henry J 
Corsair Six. What did this mean to owners of these cars? If 
their gas mileage was that obtained in MT’s road tests, Buick 
Roadmaster owners traveling the national average of 10,000 
miles spent $233.09 for premium fuel, computed at 27 cents 
per gallon. Henry J owners paid $107.29 for regular gas, or 
$125.80 less than it would have cost them to buy gas for the 
Buick. 

While this difference is not to be sneezed at, it is not a 
staggering sum, and it has been figured for two cars which 
can hardly be called competitive. Among comparative models, 
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certainly not the most comiortab-e w.ud2i trom an all-weather 
viewpoint, few will deny that it is usuaily the handsomest. 

If comfort is one of your top demands in buying a car, you 
are fortunate. You can test the cars you like under conditions 
similar to those in which you plan to drive them and see, first 
hand, just what is good and bad from your point of view. 
Whether the kids can sleep in the back seat, whether your 
spouse can see over the hood, whether the trunk will carry 
the camp stove and the dog’s bed, and, most of all, whether 
you Jike riding in the car—you can know all these before you 
buy it, and they can be awfully important afterward. 


If you want Economy 


especially those requiring the same type of fuel, the yearly 
difference is likely to be quite small. 

Special interests may make fuel economy a paramount factor 
in your purchase of a car. If you are a traveling salesman, you 
will be interested in miles per gallon on the open road, and 
your most satisfactory choice economywise will probably be a 
light car equipped with overdrive. If most of your mileage is 
in the city, an overdrive will actually cut down your mileage 
because of the higher rear axle ratio supplied with it. 

Last year’s fuel economy winners in the MT Research pro- 
gram included three light cars, the Henry J, the Nash Rambler, 
and the Willys; and one larger model, the Nash Ambassador. 
Changes in these cars for 1953 should not affect their fuel con- 
sumption adversely. An analysis of cost per mile yields a more 
complete answer. In addition to fuel consumption, MT takes 
into account the cost of insurance, the first year’s depreci- 
ation (since March, 1953, we have included depreciation 
costs for each of the first three years in our road tests), and 
average maintenance costs. In our 1952 maintenance figures, 
a wheel alignment, brake reline, two major tune-ups, and an 
adjustment and change of lubricant for automatic transmissions 
were included. 

At the top of the list was the Chevrolet with standard trans- 
mission (5.3 cents per mile), closely followed by the Herry J 
Six (5.4 cents). Next were the Pontiac Eight and the Cadillac 
62, at 6.7 cents (the high resale value of the Cadillac was a 
prime factor here). Other extra good ratings were earned by 
Ford V-8, Nash Rambler, Plymouth, and Willys. 

A total of various repair and replacement costs (for purposes 
of comparison, discounting need for repairs), includirg parts 
and labor for a distributor, battery, fuel pump, fan belt. valve 
grind, front fender, tire, and bumper, showed the Chevrolet 
again at the top. Its total cost for all these items was less than 
$100, while the Henry J Six, Nash Rambler, and Kaiser all 
totaled $120 or less, and the Willys and the Pontiac Eight were 
close behind. 

Of course, the figures for maintenance, repair, and replace- 
ment cannot be accurate for the particular car you put in 
your garage. They can only show whether the make you choose 
is likely to cost more or less to run and maintain than the 
one your next-door neighbor buys. Though it has long been a 
subject of study on the part of MT Research, no satisfactory 
method has yet come to our attention for determining which 
make of car, if any, will probably stay out of the shop longest. 
If and when we discover such a method, we shall immediately 
publish the results. In the meantime, it is an unfortunate fact 
that, of duplicate models, one car may give satisfactory 
service and the other, apparently without logic, quite the oppo- 
site. If you are unfortunate enough to get one like the latter, 
remember that that is what your guarantee is for. 
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ACK WHEN the Marmon V-16 was a 200-hp marvel and 

the Duesenberg topped them all with 265, five would get 

you 10 that Detroit was about to exceed the 200 mark with 

a couple of mass-produced cars. Of course, 20 years have 

passed, but 1953, the year when Lincolns have 205 and Cadil- 

lacs 210 hp, marks the milestone at last. Not only that, several 
other makes are nearing the mark at increasing speed. 

Just what do these figures mean to you as a new car 
buyer? For one thing, it’s a rare road where you can safely 
floorboard the throttle of one of these cars for more than a few 
seconds. For another, their top speeds of well over 100 mph 
are unsafe to use at all on some roads, and for more than a 
short distance on any road. 

Performance depends on many things besides acceleration 
and top speed. Surely one of the joys of handling a super- 
lative new piece of machinery is its instant, eager response 
to your foot and hand, and that is one of the appealing 
accompaniments of increased horsepower. 

To make this pleasant experience possible, many cars have 
abandoned their former personalities. Among them are the 
Dodge Coronet and the Buick Super, with their new V-8 
engines; even MT’s ’53 Chevrolet topped 94 mph during its 
road test. 

Figures may be appealing, particularly when they indicate 
that your new car has startling acceleration and top speed. 
Yet what most of us want in a car is satisfactory all-around 
performance. To this end, MT’s editors have prepared the 
check list here. If the cars that interest you pass the test 
in your judgment, you can expect them to satisfy your desires 
for performance in your new car. 

How does the car accelerate? In addition to its ability to 
leave other cars behind, consider these items: Do you think 
it makes too much fuss about reaching a good clip? Is 
shifting easy and smooth, whether automatic or by hand? Does 
it take too long to shift? 

How does it handle in traffic? Does it go where you want, 
when you want? Does the steering suit you? Does it require 
too many turns to maneuver the car in and out of tight spots, 
or to park it? Can you see where you are going, and a reason- 
able amount of where you have been? Can you operate all the 
controls with ease? 

Try a corner, first at your preferred speed for city turns 
and then, when all is clear, a little faster. The time will come 
when you will have to get out of trouble’s way, and it’s 
good to have a car that will handle a tough situation with 
aplomb. 

Find a rough stretch and try the car on it. The hood and 
fenders should not have a life of their own, and the body 
should not give the impression that it is moving from side 
to side independently of the chassis. The wheels should stay 
on the ground, and, most important of all, the steering wheel 
should be yours to command. 
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If you want Performance 


Try that frequent bugaboo of city drivers, streetcar tracks. 
Cross them, and note whether the wheels jerk aside. Drive 
along the rails and allow your tires to follow them. You 
should be able to leave when you want to. 

Are the brakes satisfactory? Find a quiet spot and test 
them. Choose a point in the road ahead and stop before you 
come to it. Did you have to press too hard? Was there an 
objectionable fading effect at any time? 

Now take the car out on the highway. When you are used 
to the car, take it up as fast as you will be driving. Are you 
still in confident control? Is continued driving at this speed 
a pleasant experience, or a strain? Before you try passing a 
fast-moving car or truck, be sure that the car can do it. Try 
a burst of speed on your own side of the road. Does it keep 
coming, or does it drop off disconcertingly just when you 
would need it most? 

Try the brakes gently at speed. Do they act quickly, 
surely? Do you doubt their ability to stop you in an emergency? 

Try a curving road. Do the tires object to the curves, or 
does the body sway? If it holds.»the road comfortably and 
doesn’t want to throw you from your seat, you'll probably 
be none the worse on a trip over winding roads. 

Now try the car where you will be driving it. If you doubt 
its virtues on a particular stretch but are attracted to it 
otherwise, retrace your steps. Your dissatisfaction may result 
from an unfamiliar feature. If it doesn’t, you are unlikely 
to grow to like behavior that once distressed you. 

Most important, insist on enough time to give the car a 
thorough trial. Any new car is apt to feel like a wonder after 
the family jalopy. It is when the surprise wears off a little 
that it is better assessed. 


Check Your Choice for Performance 
2. How is the shifting? 

3. Do you like the car’s acceleration from a stop? 
4, Does it handle well in traffic? 

5. Do you like the brakes? Is it hard to stop the car? 
to 

7. Does it go around corners smoothly? 

8. How is it on a rough stretch? 

9. Is it satisfactory on streetcar tracks? F 
10. Is the car comfortable at high speeds? 


11. Does it have plenty of power to pass another car 
safely? 

12. Does it come up to your expectations when driven 
over a familiar route? 
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HE STORY of modern motoring America’s quest for 

safety is one that would fill many books. There are those 
who maintain that truly modern highways and streets are the 
answer, and so they are—in part. Some say that the only 
licensed drivers should be those who can—and_ will—drive 
‘any car safely. Others claim that many accidents will cease, 
and that unavoidable accidents will not be so dangerous, when 
Detroit gives us cars that are really safe. 

Let us take a look at Detroit. First, what remains to be 
done? Every car should have directional signals as standard 
equipment, and many still do not. Long ago England adopted 
these safety devices on every car, perhaps as much for con- 
venience in that damp land as in the interests of safety. What- 
ever the motive, the fact remains that a brightly lighted signal 
is much more visible at night than the driver’s arm. 

Instrument panels have lagged behind our knowledge. Vir- 
tually everyone knows that protruding knobs and ridges can, 
to put it bluntly, mangle a face in an accident. Yet which 
car has absolutely no such hazards—not just a few? And which 
has covered that dash panel—all of it—with a real shock- 
absorbing crash pad instead of foam rubber, which offers little 
more than false security? 

Where are the safety belts, the roll bars to prevent the 
top from pancaking in that sudden rollover, the doors that 
can be depended on to stay closed and maintain the body’s 
rigidity in a bad accident? 

. These things are not luxuries or conveniences. They are sim- 
ple necessities. They would save lives. 

With that off our chests, let us proceed to the brighter side. 

Power brakes and power steering offer more in the way of 
driving comfort than in safety, unless you actually have a hard 
time stopping or steering the car of your choice without them. 
Since steering gear ratios have not been reduced materially 
with most power steering setups, little reduction has taken 
place in the number of actual turns required to maneuver the 
car. Exceptions are Lincoln, Chrysler, and DeSoto. Power- 
operated brakes and steering do contribute effectively to safety 
in a way that sometimes is not recognized: when you have a 
lot of driving to do, they can reduce fatigue and thus help 
prevent accidents. 

The safety of a car in all normal circumstances is easy to 
judge before you buy it. When looking, remember these points: 

Look closely around the front compartment. Is the dash 
clear of sharp moldings and buttons? Is there any sort of 
protection if the right-hand passenger should pitch forward 
suddenly? If you are a smoker, could you reach the lighter 
and ashtray easily at all times? 

Check the doors, especially those near which children will 
be riding, for positive locks. Can they be opened from inside, 
accidentally or otherwise, when the lock is in operation? 

Before you drive the car, note whether all the controls 
are in easy reach. Even the heater and ventilator handles 
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If you want Safety 


should be close at hand: You won’t be driving safely if you 
have to lean out of your seat to turn the heater on. 

Can you see all the instruments? Do you have to look far 
for them, or are they neatly grouped in front of you? The 
best arrangement MT Research has found is a straight line 
near the top of the dashboard, so that the dials can be 
checked in one sweeping glance. 

Climb out of the car and give the front seat a good shake. 
Is it locked securely in place, or does the mounting feel flimsy? 

When driving the demonstrator, pay particular attention to 
visibility. Is the left corner post too close to your eyes? See 
how large an object can hide behind it at various distances. 

Is the mirror in a good spot? Make several right turns and 
see whether you have to crane your neck around to see where 
you are going. (If you like other things about the car, you 
may want to remount the mirror.) 

The tiny windshield of the late Thirties is fortunately a 
thing of the past. Yet it is difficult to see the right front 
fender of many 1953 models from the driver’s seat, and this 
is a detriment to judgment of distance in traffic driving. 

Today’s curved glass has not always been used wisely. 
Sometimes it has merely grown forward from the corner 
posts, resulting in an effective glass area no larger than before. 

Can you see the road close in front of the car? Note this 
especially if you do a lot of driving in traffic, or must turn 
in close quarters. 

Is there a blind spot at the right rear? This is another 
place where, if your favorite car doesn’t rate too well, some 
mirror work will help. Try an outside mirror at the right of 
the windshield. 

Give the steering a real workout. Try it on the straightaway 
for a tendency to wander off the read. Deliberately enter a 
dead end or a narrow alley and see how hard it is to get out. 
Try a road or street with lots of curves. Does the wheel 
fight you, or is it docile under your touch? When all is 
clear, try some fast footwork to see how quickly and obediently 
the car will move out of danger’s way. 

Try the brakes repeatedly until you are sure that you can 
stop where you want to, without strain. Fine brakes, along with 
other safety features, will let you really enjoy your car. 


Check Your Choice 
1. Is the dosh clear of sharp moldings and buttons? 


2. Are cigarette lighter and ash tray located conven- 
dently for the driver? 


3 is there @ positive lock to prevent doors from being 
opened from inside? 


4, Are all controls within easy reach of the driver? 

5. Ate the instruments easy to read? hg 

minimum? 

7. ts vision to right rear i 

8. Can. you see the read close in front of the car? 


9. fs the rear vision mirror positioned so @s not te 
cause a blind spot for the driver? 


10. ts the dash free from reflections? 


Tl. the windshield free from 
at night? 

12. 
place? 
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ARS, WITH FEW exceptions, are available stripped to the 
essentials of basic transportation, but this isn’t the way 
America buys its cars. 

The motorists of today, by the sales statistics, demand more 
and more of the optional and extra charge items which make 
driving safer, moré convenient and comfortable. A wide va- 
riety of equipment is available, but the prospective car buyer 
will be wise if he carefully evaluates the advantages of optional 
items from all angles. For instance, the buyer should make up 
his mind about the extra equipment he wants before delivery 
of the car. Original factory installations are relatively inex- 
pensive when compared to what a dealer would necessarily 
charge for most optional equipment changes. 

One of the outstanding pieces of optional equipment is power 
steering. The trend toward an increased proportion of weight 
on front wheels and the use of low-pressure tires has re- 
quired greater steering effort on the part of the driver, especially 
when parking. Power steering will reduce steering effort to 
only a fraction of that required by manual steering gears. Sys- 


Reaction time—that is, how long it takes to start to apply the 
brakes after you decide to—is shorter with the lower pedal 
used with power brakes. Using the heel as a pivot for gas 
or brakes gives a pleasant feeling of constant control 
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and Optional Equipment 


tems originally introduced in the medium and luxury price 
classes have been extended to include Chevrolet and the Stude- 
baker Champion. This feature is now available on the majority 
of cars. Exceptions are Ford, Henry J, all Hudsons, Mercury, 
Nash Rambler, Plymouth, and Willys. Power steering systems 
operate on the hydraulic booster principle with the exception 
of the Studebaker unit (see March Moror Trenp). This unit 
is mechanical and invelves the use of two engine-driven, multi- 
ple disc clutches within the steering gear. Actuation of these 
clutches by movement of the steering wheel will apply a me- 
chanical assist to the steering gear. Average cost of power steer- 
ing is $185.00 when installed at the factory. 

Automatic transmissions are still in the optional class with 
the exception of a few luxury class cars where they are included 
as standard equipment. Their principal advantage lies in the 
convenience afforded the driver because of the elimination of 
the need for shifting to obtain additional acceleration, shifting 
after stops or after slowing to low speeds. Proper transmission 
gear ratios are automatically selected to meet most driving 
situations or conditions and the driver’s attention is not diverted 
from signaling, braking, steering and other elements of safe 
car operation. On the other hand, automatic transmissions are 
less efficient than the conventional type. Fuel consumption gen- 
erally is increased and repair costs are higher than for con- 


conpenser (@) compressor ()-AIR DISTRIBUTOR REFRIGERATION UNIT 


Newest of all extra equipment this year, as well as most ex- 
pensive, is high-capacity, quick-action air-conditioning. GM 
and Chrysler-built systems do not differ in major features 


ventional transmissions. The first cost of an automatic trans- 
mission is $175.00 when averaged over nine lines. 

For the owner who would like additional engine power, 
some manufacturers offer equipment which will increase engine 
torque and horsepower output. Optional cylinder heads and 
higher-than-standard compression ratios are available on all 
Hudsons, Nash Ambassador, both of the Pontiacs, all Stude- 
bakers and all Willys models. Dual carburetors are also avail- 
able on the Hudsons and Nash Ambassador. Hudson also in- 
cludes a special camshaft in its Twin H Power, dual car- 
buretor, high compression kit. 

Power brakes, which add a vacuum booster to the master 
hydraulic cylinder, are available on Buick Roadmaster, Cad- 
illac, Chrysler, DeSoto, Lincoln, Oldsmobile, and Packard. 
Power brakes should be particularly attractive to the ladies 
because pedal pressure is materially reduced. In addition, pedal 
travel is much shorter and the pedal is located in such a posi- 
tion that the driver can pivot on his heel when switching from 

(Continued on page 34) 
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What's New in ‘53 Accessories 
and Optional Equipment (Continued from page 31) 
accelerator to brake or vice versa, a decided advantage when 
driving in traffic. The average cost of this item is $38.00. 
Power window lifts and power seat adjusting mechanisms 
are available on the Buick Super and Roadmaster, Cadillac, 
DeSoto, Lincoln, Mercury, and Packard. Lincoln has, in addi- 
tion to a two-way seat adjustment, a new four-way seat adjust- 
ment which provides for moving the seat up and down as well 
as forward and backward. Price of this four-way adjustment 
on the Lincoln is $69.90; with window lifts it is $177.40, where- 


Some power steering devices operate constantly; in others, a 
small force on the wheel actuates the booster. Some reduce 
the number of turns of the wheel. Packard system illustrated 


as two-way adjustments in combination with window lifts 
—which is how they are usually sold-—average $132.00. 

Newest of the new in comfort class accessories are the air- 
conditioning systems offered by Chrysler, DeSoto, Buick, Cad- 
illac, and Oldsmobile (see March Motor TreNpD). These are 
refrigeration-type units which consist of a compressor driven 
by the engine, a condenser unit located in front of the radi- 
ator and a cooling unit in the trunk. Provision is made to in- 
troduce fresh air from the outside into the system in addition 
to recirculating air within the car. Because it is necessary to 
provide a cooling unit having several times the capacity of a 
room-cooling unit, these systems are expensive. Average cost 
is $602.00. Air conditioning has fulfilled the neglected need 
for passenger comfort in hot weather. The systems available 
will reduce too-degree car interior temperatures to a comfort- 
able level within a few blocks of travel. 

General Motors offers the Autronie Eye on all cars. Safety 
on the road at night depends on mutual cooperation between 
drivers when handling the high and low beam switch: It is 
easy to forget that your headlights are on the high beam, to 
the consternation of an approaching driver, who in turn leaves 
his lights on high beam in self-defense. This photo-electric de- 
vice automatically drops your headlight beams when you ap- 
proach a car traveling toward you. Average cost is $55.00 for 
this installation. 

Heating systems are widely varied in price. Most expensive 
is the Lincoln at $121.00; among the least expensive are Ford 
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GM’s ever-alert photo-electric cell on the dash takes over the 
job of dimming the headlights for the owner who prefers 
to keep his mind on the other aspects of driving, or who, like 
the best of drivers, occasionally forgets this safety measure 


and Chevrolet’s more simple models which are in the $45.00 
class. Both Ford and Chevrolet, however, can provide heaters 
close to the $77.00 average for all cars. 

Radios average $101.00 for all cars. Highest priced is $132.00 
and lowest $68.50. Other average prices include $31.00 for 
tinted glass, $17.00 for turn signals, and $11.00 for windshield 
washers. 

Many other “dress up” and convenience items are available 
on most cars. These include backing lights, chrome wheel 
dises and trim rings, underhood and trunk compartment 


The wire-wheel vogue, which many people thought had departed 
for good in 1936, is with us again, sparked by the Detroit 
special “sports cars.” The same jaunty look is available with 
simulated wire wheels, available on some cars at lower cost 


lights, outside rear view mirrors, hand brake warning light, 
special interior trim, seat covers and white sidewall tires. An 
old feature has been revived now that chrome wire wheels are 
again available. These wheels are standard equipment on the 
Cadillac El Dorado, Packard Caribbean and Buick Skylark 
models only. They are available as optional equipment on other 
Cadillac models, Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge. and Plymouth. 
Average cost of these wheels is $293.00. Buick and Studebaker 
offer wire-wheel-spoked covers which are attached over the 
standard wheels as factory-produced accessories. These are 
considerably less expensive than wire wheels. Average cost is 
$97.00 for four covers. 
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HEN IT COMES to telling a prospective car buyer that 
a certain car “looks” better than another, it’s like telling 
him that he should like the color red instead of blue. It can’t 


be done. Every individual has his particular taste. That’s why 


he is an individual. On the other hand, what we can do in 
discussing style is to tell you about the new styling features 
on the '53 cars (where they’re not apparent) and tell you 
about those things that we're certain will cause, or indicate, 
a styling trend. 

Styling on the majority of cars for 53 has not changed 
appreciably (with one notable exception), but the European 
influence is very definite. No doubt 1954 and 1955 will see 
many semi-production cars aimed at direct competition with 
the European imports. These cars will not necessarily result 
in greatly improved design, from an esthetic point of view, 
since a viewpoint that is too prevalent is that a sports car can 


BUICK: Year by year the fadeaway line that Buick was among the 
first to popularize fades into the slab body, possibly to be eventually 
replaced by the chrome spear. Combination of XP-300 type headlights 
and dual taillights indicates that Le Sabre and XP-300 are definitely 
means of trying out styling ideas. Items evidently met public approval 


CHEVROLET: Still basically Chevrolet in design, the ’53 models, 
and particularly the Bel Air series, present a neat appearance in a 
compromise between the boxy and streamlined looks. Functionalism 
is very apparent in the bumper, grille, and rear fender gravel guard. 
New fender and hood contours, better visibility are included im '53 
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be created by cutting down the doors, adding fake scoops and 


exhausts, and equipping it with wire wheels. But, if the 
public accepts these slight: modifications, maybe it makes no 
difference what the cars are called. 

As far as interiors are concerned, those in the medium and 
luxury price ranges are becoming as finely tailored as one 
should expect in these price classes. Door panels are much 
less cluttered, arm rests are molded into the trim panels, door 
handles are better designed, instrument panels are both more 
pleasing and functional. 

Chrome, or its counterpart, stainless chrome steel, is being 
used on 1953 cars about as much as in previous years. One 
trend evident on some models is a more functional and re- 
stricted usé of brightwork, possibly brought about by the 
public’s acceptance of the clean body lines on European cars 
and some specials built in this country. 


CADILLAC: Regardless of what Cadillac stylists create, it’s a cer- 
tainty that many others will follow sust. It could be said that Cadillac 
sets trends, if one looks at cars that were styled wih fin-type rear 
fenders, rear fender scoops and "V” emblems after Cadillac first 
used them. The new hub caps may start a wave of popularity 


CHRYSLER: After three years of sticking with a definite “box” de- 


sign, Chrysler stylists have rounded off the square edges to give st 
more of the streamlined look. Fortunately, it does not diminish 
interior room. Twist-type door handles have been abandoned in favor 
of pull-out type because of body bulge that follows fender line 
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A STUDY IN STYLING continves 


DE SOTO: The new Chrysler Corporation philosophy is also evident 
in the De Soto line. This car is one of the many with air scoops, but 
De Soto uses it functionally. Exterior highlight of the car is the 
massive new grille with the parking lights set at the extreme edges 
of the grille. Front corner posts have been made narrower for vision 


HUDSON: Since 1948 Hudson has been using the same body style 
on all its cars, which has made many persons believe that this style 
was necessary to achieve the step-down design. It’s now been made 
clear that such is not the case, what with the new Jet and Super Jet. 
A possibility: Wasp and Hornet may follow same style later on 


MERCURY: With basically the same body style of the Ford, it has 
enough exterior changes to differentiate it from that car, but at the 
same time it has been confused with the Ford or the Lincoln. Non- 
functional air scoop (at present) may be an attempt to individualize. 
Exterior changes are minor this year, but look for big changes in '54 


v 


PLYMOUTH: Styling changes in the 


brysler line of cars did not 


ded 


DODGE: Another rounded-off square design, the Dodge accentuat 
fender openings by trimming them with chrome. Actually, these 
chrome pieces and the strip along the length of the body are practical 
from the standpoint of protecting the car's door panels and fenders 
from being damaged in parking lots, a good feature for city drivers 


HUDSON JET and SUPER JET: These cars, patterned after the 
box school of design, will undoubtedly force a swing away from the 
“bathtub” styling throughout the entire Hudson line (if they meet 
with feminine approval). Hudson stylists have achieved “boxy” effect 
even though both the Jet and Super Jet still have step-down design 


NASH AMBASSADOR: Interesting design features of the Farina- 
styled Nash are the fully enclosed front wheels and squeeze-type door 
handles. Though still containing features of the “bathtub” type styling, 
car does have an improved appearance which wilt probably gain favor. 
Forward visibility has been greatly improved in this new body design 


PONTIAC: Use of chrome on the body sides is functional, but the 
ddition of more chrome on hood and rear deck evidently is only 


exclude Plymouth. The former severe styling has been + 
off without diminishing interior room, a commendable styling and 
engineering accomplishment. New are one-piece, full-vision front and 
rear windows. Use of horizontal character lines is also new 
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chrome for chrome’s sake. Rear fender fins follow style trends intro- 
duced by Cadillac in 1948. Other styling changes in 1953 Pontiac 
include more chrome around parking lights, car length chrome strip 


Motor Trend 


FOR 
interi 
whic! 
haust 
2 
. KAIS 
chron 
With 
OLD: 
Oldsn 
fende: 
being 
"ig althon 
radica 
proaci 
for a 


FORD: Combining clean lines with functionalism (good vision, good 
interior arrangement), the ’53 Ford still retains much of the boxy look 
it introduced in 1949. The jet effect is evident in the taillights 
which, if lowered, might be used as a combination light and ex- 
haust tip. Car features a massive new. grille with a center spinner 


KAISER: Still one of the most esthetically beautiful cars on the road, 
the Kaiser employs good use of styling and functionalism. Examples 
of this are combination bumper-grille with over-ride prevented, large 
chrome body strip for body protection, and large windows for vision. 
With present low seating arrangement watch for sloping nose in future 


OLDSMOBILE: The influence of Le Sabre is reflected in the ’53 
Oldsmobile bumper-grille guards. Less prominence is given to the rear 
fender air scoop, and in sts place a more practical gravel deflector is 
being used. Car retains use of considerable nonfunctional chrome 
although face-lifting of this year’s car is generally for the better 


STUDEBAKER: Here is the one car introduced this year that is 
radically different in styling. It definitely follows the European ap- 
proach that could set a new Detroit styling trend. From- any angle, 
it is a car that lives up to designer Raymond Loewy’s two objectives 
for a car, “lean and hungry.” Glass area in car has been increased 
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HENRY J: Styling of the Henry J is such as to give the illusion of 
additional length (by the extended rear fenders) and speed while. 
standing still (forward sloping hood and fender top lines). Style 
changes this year are only the instrument panel, interior trim, and 
appointments. The Henry J, of course, somewhat follows Kaiser lines 


LINCOLN: A good blend of basic design along with a good seating 
arrangement provides the Lincoln with not only a smart looking ex- 
terior but good conditions for driving. Outside of the non-functional 
rear fender scoops and extra large bumper guards, it presents a clean 
appearance. Lincoln is helping to set trend with huge taillights 


PACKARD: Another one of the boxy-styled cars with interior seating 
to provide the driver with good vision at all times. Use of chrome on 
door and fender panels adds to protection against damage in these 
critical areas. Parking lights within grille indicate functional styling. 
The Packard distinctive contour styling is retained with refinements. 


WILLYS: Although styling this year is almost identical to 1952, 
Willys has introduced a four-door sedan and hardtop to round out 
sts line, All styling features are considered practical (chrome protec- 
tive strips, sloping hood, and raised rear fenders). Vision is excellent. 
Car also features extra-large doors for easier entrance and exit 
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DEATH 


By Eugene M. McCracken 


What happened to the producers of America’s lus 
long-standing luxury cars? Here, for the first time, rie 
is the complete story of the fabulous Pierce-Arrow 


Photos by Jack Campbell 
Restored to showroom perfection, interior This 1915 Pierce-Arrow Model 48, completely restored by Elliott Wiener, shows 
shows simple but complete instruments classic styling in a fwe-passenger tourer. Car has been used im several pictures. 


ARISTOCRAT 


HE COONSKIN COAT and raccoon 
-cap were still in vogue at the Ivy 
League colleges, Maine University’s 
“Stein Song” was being sung by young 
and old all over the country. Dad’s stocks 
were soaring skyward, and business in. 
’ general couldn’t be better — business in 
general, but not the luxury car business. 
This was the “Roaring Twenties,” of 
speakeasies, Rudolph Valentino, and the 
bubble bath and stock market, but for 
such cars as Locomobile, Stearns Knight, 
Marmon, and Pierce-Arrow, the roar was 
mighty dim. 

Whether they knew it or not, death 
was just around the corner for most of 
the producers of luxury cars. All of these 
cafs were putting on a valiant attempt 
to stay in the market, and in doing so 
were giving to the world some of the fin- 
est examples of engineering and coach- 
work ever to be seen. Indeed, it is doubt- 
ful if ever again we shall see such ele- 
gance set awheel in such great numbers. 
In this country the name Pierce-Arrow 
was one of the most respected in motor- 
dom, its cars being built of the very best 
materials available. Yet it was these 
qualities that caused its downfall. The 
year is 1927. 

The doors of the automobile showroom 
open slowly and this beast of beauty and 

luxury rolls into sight. It is a French 
Brougham by Brewster on the Pierce Se- 
ries “81” chassis. It was built especially 
for a wealthy New England manufac- 
turer. The inside panelling is of mahog- 
any with gold inlay and gold-plated 
hardware. Even the wood artillery wheels 
are etched with gold leaf. The uphol- 


stery is of the finest and softest texture 
available. The car is a rate thing of 
beauty and luxury. It should be at 
$10,000 per. 

The Series “81” chassis was powered 
by a conventional L-head, six-cylinder 
engine. An improvement on the earlier 
Series “80” engine, it was even a rather 
peppy engine, though nothing excep- 
tional by its day’s standards. For those 
people who desired more power, stamina, 
and speed the Pierce firm had been 
manufacturing a larger chassis powered 
by their famous and reliable T - head, 
“Dual-Valve Six.” This powerplant had 
created quite a stir in automotive circles 
when it was first introduced in 1918, but 
in 1927-28 it, like the Locomobile “48” 
engine, was a little obsolete. 

The outward evidence indicated that 
Pierce-Arrow was selling lots of cars, but 
such was not the case. Business hadn't 
been the same for Pierce since the end of 
the first World War. The income tax 
was instituted a few years prior to the 
war and started the ball rolling down 
hill. Although by today’s standards the 
tax was small, the millionaires had al- 
ready started to pinch pennies here and 
there. Besides this, of all the manufac- 
turers of expensive cars in 1928, Pierce- 
Arrow was the only one still using six 
cylinders entirely. (There are exceptions 
to every rule; of course, for only a few 
brief years did Rolls-Royce ever deviate 
from the six-cylinder powerplant.) Most 
of the other luxury cars had been pow- 
ered by “Eights” for a number of years — 
Cunningham, Cadillac, Marmon, Packard. 

(Continued on page 52) 


This Pierce Silver Arrow looks like a 
modern car though built for 1933 Chi- 
cago World’s Faw. Its advance features 
include power brakes and a steel top 


Left side of 1915 Pierce six-cylinder, T- 
head engine shows magneto, priming cups 


Right side shows spark plugs, carburetor, 
and much polished brass and aluminum 


Even the triple-decked spares trailing 
behind this 18-foot, 10-inch 1916 Pierce 
Arrow Raceabout sometimes proved too 
few for drives over bad roads of that day. 
Car has a 66 horsepower powerplant 


FRANK MARTIN PHOTO AT L. 1. AUTO MUSEUM, 
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Frank Kurtis sits in his new sports car and alongside 
is its speedway counterpart, stripped to bare essentials 
the 


THE KURTIS THREAT 
SPORTS CAR 
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The steering system is unique in that by means of a simple ad- 
justment it can be made ready for street or competition use 


ary 


Front suspension on the Kurtis sports car is by diagonal tor- 
sion bar. The torsion bar arm extends back to the front axle 


The back axle is by transverse torsion bar. The anchored end 
of left torsion bar can be seen below the right torsion arm 


bes MANY YEARS now the sports 
car scene has been stolen by European 
equipment, and many enthusiasts have 
been waiting to see a domestic machine 
developed that would put an end to this 
supremacy. Recently in Los Angeles, 
Frank Kurtis, long identified with suc- 
cessful speedway cars, presented a car to 
the public that may spell finis to the 
complete European domination. 

The predecessor of this new machine 
was well on its way to winning the 500- 
mile race at Indianapolis last year but 
was put out of action in the last few laps 
by a steering failure. As you will recall, 
Vukovich, driver of the Indianapolis car, 
was well ahead of Troy Ruttman when 
he was forced into the wall on the back 
stretch. The roadability of the car in this 
race and in subsequent tests at the speed- 
way convinced Kurtis that this was the 
chassis to use as a basis for the sports 
car that he wanted to put into produc- 
tion. Kurtis does nothing on a small 
scale; he immediately set to work on sev- 
eral widened chassis to comply with 
FILA. sports car specifications. He 
planned chassis of three wheelbases, 
from 92 to 100 inches, to accommodate 


A fine blending of a strictly 
functional piece of racing mach- 
inery with the classic sports 

; car is seen in this brand 
new U.S. built Kurtis Kraft car 


Text and Photos by Jack Campbell 


any of the domestic powerplants. He 
has orders now for cars with Cadillac, 
Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge, Hudson, Lin- 
coln, and Mercury engines. 

The weight of these cars will vary de- 
pending on the engine chosen. The first 
one is powered with a Hudson Hornet, 
highly modified, though it is intended for 
street use. Its “cockpit” is complete with 
a full complement of seats, instruments, 
and all of the comforts of home. Thus 
equipped and with a full tank of gas, the 
car weighs in at 1980 pounds. 

Not content with competing in com- 
patatively short races, Kurtis also has 
started work on a closed touring coupe, 
which he hopes will carry the American 
racing colors in Mexico and at Le Mans. 

Performancewise, some amazing fig- 
ures were compiled at Indianapolis re- 
cently, when a similar machine—a single- 
place racer with a highly modified 
Chrysler V-8 engine — was driven by 
George Connor. This Kurtis creation 
averaged 135 mph for 650 miles, turning 
one lap at 139.4 mph, which exactly 
equals the qualifying speed of Vukovich’s 
car last year. Basing his estimates on 
these remarkable speeds, Kurtis contends 


Here the front end is exposed showing grille and 
front suspension system. Note track bar below axle 


that the speed of his new sports car will 
be in the 120-165 mph bracket, depend- 
ing on the engine chosen. 

The mechanical aspects of this car 
show considerable engineering _ skill. 
Frame members are boxed channels, 
punched out to reduce weight, with tubu- 
lar structures over the front and back 
axles. The suspension on the front end 
is by diagonal torsion bar, in conjunction 
with a tubular straight axle. The torsion 
bar arms extend to the rear, which 
amounts to a type of trailing arm system. 
The back axle ‘is suspended by trans- 
verse torsion bars, with the arms extend- 
ing forward and is a normal stiff type. 

In the Kurtis Kraft sports car the fine 
blending of a strictly functional piece of 
racing machinery and the classic sports 
car can be seen. The car is certainly not 
influenced by thoughts of space travel, 
but has been developed through a fine 
understanding of just what a sports car 
is supposed to be — a lively, quick hand- 
ling, and thoroughly engineered piece of 
locomotion. And if we may be so bold 
as to submit a prediction, we will -be 
hearing a lot more about Frank Kurtis 
and his very fine cars. 


The articulated steering column borrows a bit from Europe. 
Frame is boxed channel, punched out to reduce the wetght 


The cockpit of Hudson-powered Kurtis sports car shows func- 
tional placing of useful instruments. Note use of cowl leather 
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CRAZY CUSTOMS 


THEY'RE FANCIFUL, FAST, AND 
FUNCTIONAL IN FLORIDA 


Earning a reputation for fine workmanship by 
repairing wrecked automobiles, Don Williams. 
began his fabulous career in custom body work 


By Frank W. Trembley 


ON WILLIAMS, creator of the fabu- 
lous Donz cars, is known through- whom 
out the Southeast as a gifted and promis: | left w 
ing car designer and builder. for hi 

Don has been interested in things me- _| that D 
chanical, especially cars, since he was old —_| mansh 
enough to unscrew a nut from a bolt. Dor 
However, Don’s interest in custom cars | began 
was not immediate, but rather grew and fepain 
developed from a very sound foundation | fod c 
in paint and body work. His working | Fords 
background prior to the war and im- | chanic 
mediately after — but still before sports | they w 
and custom cars were as popular as they | i 
are today — was in superb body repair | very d 
work in his own shop. Whenever some- - | The 
one in Orlando had a particularly tough | is not 
body job to complete or wanted a fepair _| applies 
job which would surpass the original in | the br 
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Trunk lid came from a'49 Hudson headed in the other direction. Top is ’52 Lincoln 


| That's stainless steel along the door and front fender. Note silhoustted air scoop 
Forty-two 


“Golden Sand” 49 Buick ips its lid by hydeauli 
om $9000 Donz “Go Sand,” once a’49 Buick Super, flips its y tc contro 
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finish and quality, Don was the man to 
whom the car found its way and who was 
left with its troubles. Returning later 
for his car, the owner saw for himself 
that Don’s reputation for the finest work- 
manship was all he had heard and more. 

Don's dream of building custom cars 


tepaint those cars popular with the “hot 
tod crowd.” After the cars (usually 
Fords and Mercs) were put into top me- 
chanical condition by expert mechanics, 
they were slightly customized by rework- 
ing grilles, etc; then Don applied his 
very distinctive and beautiful finishes. 
The paint on a car in the Donz shops 
is not judged by the number of coats 
applied, but rather it is taken out into 
the brilliant Florida sunlight. When it 


began when he started to rework and 


has achieved the depth, brilliance, and 
luminosity desired, it is marked for fin- 
ishing. After the paint has been rubbed 
and polished, it acquires a luster far be- 
yond any finish most of us have ever 
seen. Although Donz paint finishes may 
run to 30 applied coats and his average 


paint job requires about 15 gallons of 


thinned material, every car still must 
pass the eye test in the sunlight. Lacquer 
is the only material used, unless the 
customer specifically requests an enamel. 

After the painting has been com- 
pleted, the entire car is re-upholstered. 
The reason for this following the paint- 
ing is that a more harmonious color 
scheme can be worked out. Top grain 
leather, ‘finest quality plastics, and the 


Perhaps the handsomest view of the Golden Sand is this one, clearly showing its Mercury, Buick, and Cadillac components 


Really serviceable crash roll, 1940 Cadil- 
lac panel, pre-Ford suspended pedals 


most expensive wool cloths are favored ; 
make a vestrained and beautiful cockpi 
: 


This is the old Donz shop. The Buick be- 
came the Golden Sand on previous pages 


Most of this 49 Ford is 

its color scheme. The car is a deep golden 

bronze with iow tan “dust spray” trim 


Rear deck of the Ford has dropped down 
between fender crowns. Taillights are 
jewel-like buttons. Old ones are exhausts 


a Startling Donz two-tone combination plus moderate customiz- 
a _ ing have wrought big changes in this ’48 Mercury convertible. 
Squint your eyes to see how light areas change fender shapes 


CRAZY CUSTOMS coninves 


for this job. Foam rubber replaces the 
seat paddings and is also used in the door 
and body panels under the upholstery to 
give that extra soft, resilient feeling. 
After producing many cars with the 
distinctive Donz look, Don decided he 


would build a custom car for himself. 


Owning a 1937 Chrysler Imperial Air- 
flow at the time, which he had complete- 
ly restored, he decided something was 
needed in which he could get around 
town a little easier. Current production 
cars immediately after World War II, 
he felt, were not equal to the Airflow in 


- comfort and roadabiilty, and, most of all, 


safety. The proposed car was to be low 
and wide, with front fenders higher than 
the rear, the fender line continuing 
front to rear in a clean aerodynamic flow. 
The car had to be easy to enter and exit, 
for Don is like most of us: his wife 
drives too, and the women, bless ‘em, 
strenuously object to cars which are 
difficult to get into and, worse yet, to 
get out of. Roadability and safety were 
items of major consideration. He wanted 
his car to be superior to production mod- 
els in these respects, but not necessarily 
equal to competition cars. Chrome was 
to be used sparingly and as accent, not 
just hung on haphazardly for decoration 
or who knows what. The chrome work 
had to be functional. The lines of the 
car would be its beauty. Don wanted to 
use a good frame to give him a wheel- 
base of about 118 inches. The frame 
was to be Zed and then braced for 
strength. To reduce to a minimum the 
unsprung weight, the car would be low- 
ered. A modified Merc engine was to 
power it (this was before the arrival of 
the new ohv V8s on the scene. Donz 
now uses only the easily modified Chrys- 
ler and Cadillac ohv V8s. The installa- 
tion of these units has now become rou- 


tine.) An overdrive transmission and a 
high ratio differential coupled to Hotch- 
kiss-type drive would complete the pow- 
er train. His car would be admirably 
suited to either stop- -and-go city driving 
or fast highway cruising. 

The suspension was to be trailing link 
type, with each wheel independently 
sprung. Springs would be controlled by 


~ double-acting shocks. Front and rear 


tread would approximate stock, with 
road clearance of about eight inches. 
Heavy-duty brakes, 6.50 x 16 white side- 
wall tires and special wheels would com- 
plement the running gear. The top of 
the car was planned to be no more than 
53 inches from the ground. The body 
was to be the closed coupe-type, so popu- 
lar with the Italians. Bucket seats were 
to be installed in front and full-width 
cushions in rear. 

About the time Don had completed 
plans for this car and had gathered to- 
gether the components needed, he began 
to get more customers who wanted cus- 
tom cars of their own. Don was forced 
to shelve plans for his own car, but he is 
still making changes in the plans and 
refining them as time goes along. 

The customers who find their way to 
the Donz Custom Shop to have their 
dream cars built usually have a fairly 
good idea of what they want and what 
they have for Don to work with. Don 
can help them along with a portfolio of 
designs that would make your mouth 
water. After a decision has been reached 
and all parties are in accord, the rest is 
then up to Don. 

Each of the radical cutsoms produced 
under the Donz marque is an exclusive 
model. A Donz owner need never fear 
that he will meet a brother to his car on 
the highway. When a customer pays 


$5000 to $10,000 for a custom, Don 


feels he is entitled to an exclusive model. 
(Continued on page 62) 


The lasting grace of one of the all-time beauties (Continental) 
is enhanced by Donz’s careful muting of the Lincoln postwar 
grille. Purists will question discs 
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 emgeed I SAW the results of spend- 
ing more money on styling than ever 
before, with the purpose of further in- 
stilling in the minds of all that GM is 
master — whether it is the automotive 
Rembrandt or no. The greatest surprise 
of all was the extensive use of Fiberglas 
and the “professional” use of it. Each 
special car followed the usual standard 
steps in evolution: sketches, full-size 
clay model, plastic model, and finally the 
Fiberglas body. No brackets and braces 
of trial and error here... the cars are 
complete, as evidenced by little tags 
identifying each ignition key with its 
particular car, so that in the hassle of 
pre-show time the cars could be moved 
without engaging 18 strong men. 
Stylewise, these cars surprised me in 
overall concept. When I first see a car, 


Text and Drawings by D. S. Bruce 


I look for details, new treatments or 
touches; later, as I walk around the car, 
I investigate how all these things tie to- 
gether and gradually look at the car as a 
complete three-dimensional whole. With 
my sketches are a few notes of what I 
saw and the trends they indicate. 

To sum up everything I saw, I’m led 
to believe that GM gave away no secrets 
as to what they're really planning for 
the future. All sheet metal was quite 
normal, there was nothing really new. 
All cars had pontoon fenders and flush 
sides; all have the huge windshields, 
which if moved another six inches rear- 
ward would help vision tremendously. 
As it is, one looks through a window on 
the other side of the room. Agreed, it 


is a picture window, but it is not close - 


enough to the driver. These things, 
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Buick’s “Wildcat.” Bruce feels it lacks taste when compared to the older XP-300. Note return to clean, ’49-type taillights 


Extensive use of Fiberglas, new treatments 
and touches .. . all go to indicate a trend 


however, are trends — if not radical de- 
partures — and coupled with meticulous 
attention to details, they make each car 
distinctive and, what's more important, 
wanted by everyone. The production 
cars are fine — each offers more and bet- 
ter standard items than last year, while 
usually holding last year’s prices or even, 
in many cases, lowering them slightly. 


Without doubt the most functional new 
item at the show; the center portion, 
which does not revolve, has a grille buslt- 
in to cool brakes. Simply notched chrome 
rim revolves with the wheel in usual way 


Grille of the Cadillac “Le Mans’ was 
an outstanding neat feature. Al- 
though on a somewhat massive scale, 
sts undecorated grid suggests some 
of the tailoring of the ’41 models 
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A new idea in cockpit air intake on the Olds “Star. 
fire.” Two inside levers control amount of flow 


Pontiac, following Cad- 
illac’s lead, went in for 
hooded headlights and 
taillights at the show 


Bat wings are bag 
new windshig 


Pontiac's “La Parisienne” has removable front 
roof section, semi-private rear seat. Among: 
the missing are wheel skirts, chrome strips 
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Glen Houser shown completing Carson top 


NOTE: This is the third in a series of 
on-the-spot interviews with top men in 
the custom field. This interview is de- 
signed to show you what you get when 
you purchase the services of a custom 
upholsterer. Glen Houser, originator of 
the famous “Carson Top,” tells what 
should go into the custom upholstery you 
buy. — Editor. 

SCENE: Carson Top Shop, Los An- 
geles, California. Bob Behme has just 
entered, and Glen leaves his workbench, 
wiping his hands on his coveralls as he 
greets Bob. 

GLEN: Hello, Bob. What brings you 
here today? 

BOB: Glen, I’m here today because 
MoTorR TREND is running a series of 
interviews with men in the custom auto- 
mobile field. Along with Dale Runyan, 
you are one of the leaders in the custom 
top and upholstery field. I'd like to ask 
you a few questions which I hope will 
give some of our readers enough infor- 


mation to know what to expect both in 
price and workmanship when they order 
custom upholstery. 

GLEN: That’s fine with me. Fire 
away. 

BOB: A good beginning would prob- 
abily be seat covers. The first thing I 
think of when upholstery is mentioned 
is seat covers. Are ready-made seat cov- 
ers a good deal? 

GLEN: That's hardly the right way to 
ask the question, Bob. Ready-made seat 
covers fill a definite need, but they are 
like anything that is ready-made. They 
are made for a normal car — and no car 
is normal. Each seat is different. Each 
seat style is different. Because of this, 
ready-made seat covers are bound to have 
a few discrepancies. Another thing — 
there are only a few fabrics to choose 


_from, and there are only a few designs 
‘to buy. This is why guys like me are in 


business. We create something just a 
little more nearly perfect — something 


The Case for 
UPHOLSTERY 


Glen Houser of the world - famous 
Carson Top Shop tells how to get what 
you pay for when you buy upholstery 


By Robert Lee Behme 


just a little different. We are not cater- 
ing to the man who wants to save a few 
pennies. We can’t do that and stay in 
business. Instead, we are making uphol- 
stery and seat covers for the man who 
wants the best, and who wants something 
original. 

BOB: I see your point, Glen, and I 
stand corrected. Suppose I change my 
tack and ask you about fabrics best suited 
to custom seat covers? 

GLEN: There are a good many, Bob, 
but to name a few — Saran, Lederan, and 
Firestone’s Velon are all good. Fabrics 
for custom seat covers come in any color, 
and in many plaids and designs: They'd 
cost about $35 or $45 installed. 

BOB: Okay. Let's switch to a discus- 
sion of tops. Take that beat-up hard top 
of mine that’s lounging outside. Can 
that be covered with fabric? 

GLEN: Yes, and as you probably 
know, a lot of car owners are doing that 
very thing. A hardtop can be covered 


From the basic framework, the top is padded with layers of jute, cotton, and fibers to keep the top tight and wrinkle-free 
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Here the upholstery cover for the seat 
has been sewn and stuffed and it is ready 
to be fitted to seat. Note air-foam rubber 


A pipe and roll seat is given added con- 
tour by pulling the piping tightly against 
seat cushion at point around piping end 


At a custom top shop, the fasteners are 
covered with a flap and edges will prob- 
ably be rolled for snugness and neatness 


with the same material used on converti- 
ble tops. It comes in blue, green, tan, 
maroon, and white. If your car is a late 
model, the fabric can go on right over 
the metal top without any holes. 

BOB: How do you do this? 

GLEN: The chrome moldings around 
the windows and doors are removed, and 
after the material is sewn together, it is 
stretched over the roof and tucked under 
these areas. Once it fits snugly, the mold- 
ing is put back into place. This holds 
the top in place. On the earlier cars, the 
and models, there often is 
no such molding, and we must drill a few 
holes to fasten the fabric on with metal 
screws. On a late car, the fabric could 
be removed without a mark, but with 
the earlier cars, the screw holes must be 
filled with lead if the top is ever re- 
moved. The cost for a fabric top would 
run between $125 and $175, depending 
upon the car. 

BOB: You just can’t talk about tops 
very long until the conversation natur- 
ally seems to drift to the Carson Top. 
They are now made for all cars, aren't 
they? 

GLEN: Yes, they are. Carson Tops are 
now available for many of the foreign 
cars, including the Jaguar and the MG, 
as well as for our own American-made 
automobiles. 

BOB: When you make a Carson Top, 
you use all new parts, don’t you? 

GLEN: Almost all new, Bob. Every- 
thing is new except the front bow. The 
top is fastened to the body by two bolts 
in the rear, and by the original converti- 


This armrest has two functions—as an armrest and for storage W hite leather diamond heel pads are set off 


CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 


_ with as a folding top. You can install a 


ble bow on the windshield. The Carson 
Top is formed over a framework of 
metal bows and the bows are welded to 
the convertible bow in the front. The 
framework is covered with several layers 
of jute, fabric, cotton, and stuffing. The 
outside material is normally of a con- 
vertible top sports material. We cover 
all buttons with a flap and roll. 

BOB: Don’t such tops offer a choice 
of rear window designs? 

GLEN: Yes, they do. They can be 
purchased with either the standard open 
type of window in either plastic or glass, 
or in the popular Coupe de Ville in 
heavy or light-weight plastic.: 

BOB: Hey, just a minute. By Coupe 
de Ville, do you mean the wrap-around 
windows? 

GLEN: That's just the style I mean. 
It is known by many names — Riviera, 
Coupe de Ville, or wrap-around. The 
price of a Carson Top depends on the 
style of windows and the style of interior 
upholstery. A top with the open style 
windows and a plain interior starts at 
$200 for any car over a '42 with the ex- 
ception of the foreign cars. American 
autos older than ’42’s usually run about 
$175. '36 and coupes are smaller. 
and cost only $155. ' 

BOB: I know the Carson Top is not 
a folding top. Is it difficult to remove? 
GLEN: No. It’s almost as easy to deal 


hoist in the garage rafters and lift the 
top, or two people can easily pick it off 
the car and store it against the garage 
wall. 
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Here is a good example of carpeting and door combinations. Door is deep red with white fabric piping. Seats are pipe and roll 


BOB: Folding tops are still pretty 
popular. I presume the remarks you made 
about the ready-made seat covers applies 
to a ready-made top, too. 

GLEN: Yes, they do. A fellow can 
save money by purchasing a ready-made 
top for about $40, but he can never get 
the fit of a custom top. After a converti- 
ble has been driven for a few months, 
the bows begin to warp. A top has to 
be made for the bows to fit snugly and 
to look really good. 

BOB: Attractiveness is not the only 
advantage of a custom top, is it? 

GLEN: No. The customer is usually 
a craftsman. He takes pride in putting 
on extras which make his product last 
longer, as well as look better. All fast- 
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eners would be covered with a flap and 
the edges would be rolled. Wearing 
points would probably be covered with 
extra layers of fabric. Prices start at $65, 
and given proper care, such a top should 
last a good long time. 

BOB: Ah, there you've come up with 
a moot point! Just what is proper care? 

GLEN: First of all, a convertible 
should be kept in a garage, out of the 
sun at all times when it is not in use. 
If the top is moist, it should be dried 
thoroughly before it is folded. When it 
is washed, it should never be washed 
with anything stronger than white Ivory 
soap. The top should be brushed regu- 
larly, and after one year it should be 
coated. 


BOB: - What sort of coating do you 
recommend? 


GLEN: There are many good prod- © 


ucts. The one we use here is called “Seal- 
it.” We like it because it is a dye which 
can be used to color the top fabric any 
shade the owner chooses. It is water re- 
pellent, yet it never seems to make the 
fabric hard or shiny. 

BOB: The folding top is not uphol- 
stered, but both the hard tops and the 
Carson Tops have upholstered head lin- 
ings, don’t they? 

GLEN: Yes, they are usually uphol- 
stered in either a welting or a piping. 

BOB: Hold on a minute, Glen. Set 
me straight, will you? I know that welt- 
ing is the small fold that goes along the 


Forty-nine 


2 


CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 


creases, but tell me what is this piping? 

GLEN: Pipings are large tucks on the 
seats and side panels and head lining 
which are stuffed to give a series of half- 
circle rolls. Most of the time, head lin- 
ings are piped in a two-tone effect — 
say an all-over white fabric with a few 
rolls of green for accent. This is really 
a nice effect, but it seems to look best on 
customs. It doesn’t come off on a stock 
car. A stock looks best with either a 
single tone piping or the more sedate 
welting. 

BOB: Just how much work does an 
upholsterer get into when he installs a 
new head lining? 

GLEN: He gets into quite a lot of 
work. It is a very difficult task to per- 
form properly. The standard lining is 
removed and heavy %-inch steel bows 
are installed across the inside of the roof. 
The upholsterer then makes a pattern of 
the inside of the roof and begins making 
the lining on his bench. Wires are put 
through each of the folds or pipes on 
the back. When the top is completed on 
the bench, it is taken to the car and the 
wires are strung through the bows. This 
is important because the use of the bows 
and wires keeps the lining tight and 
snug. The job should cost about $75 if 


welting is used and about $125 if the 
top is piped. 

BOB: It seems as if the pipe and 
roll on seats and tops are becoming very 
popular. What is the most popular size 
of piping? 

GLEN: At the moment — here in the 
West, anyway — the small two-inch pipe 
with a fairly large “horseshoe” roll com- 
ing around the edges of the seats down 
to the floor is most popular. The small 
piping seems to look best and because it 
is tightly sewn, it seems to wear better 
than the larger piping. 

BOB: When upholstering the seats, 
you completely rebuild them, don’t you? 

GLEN: That's right. We remove the 
upholstery and restyle it along the cus- 
tomer’s designs. The exterior is sewn 
on a bench, then placed on the seat 
frame and padded to give roundness and 
softness. Prices should start about $250 
if side panels and kick panels are in- 
cluded. 

BOB: Can a fellow get this done for 
less if he has only the seats upholstered? 

GLEN: Sure, he could have the seats 
upholstered for about $175, but he 
wouldn't really be saving money. Sooner 
or later he will want the door panels and 
the kick panels covered, and it will be 
another $90 to $100. If he has this done 
along with the seats, the upholsterer can 


cut all the material from one bolt with 
a greater saving in fabric and labor, and 
he can pass this saving along to the 
customer. 

BOB: Is there much demand for 
padded dashes now? 

GLEN: There is not as much demand 
for them as there was. It seems to be 
going out of style slowly, although we 
have recently done several “Kaiser” type 
crash rolls. The upper half of the dash 
is padded with a heavy, soft “crash roll,” 
while the lower area is chromed. This is 
quite striking. Some sports-type cars 
look good with a completely upholstered 
dash. A partial dash would cost about 
$35. Chroming shouldn’t run over $15 


or $20. 
. BOB: Is a completely upholstered 
dash limited only to sports-type cars? 


GLEN: No, but it’s a tricky thing to 
design. It should be limited to cars with 
a rather plain dash design. The late 
model Fords and Chevys take to it rather 
well. Most foreign cars look good. The 
toughest part of padding a foreign car 
is the work involved in removing and 
replacing the instruments. On either 


American or foreign cars, it would run 


between $35 and $50. 

BOB: Many fellows like the advantage 
of an arm rest in either the front or rear 
seat. Do you recommend a fixed or re- 
movable arm rest? 

GLEN: I recommend the removable 
arm rest for two reasons, Bob. First, it 
is easier to construct, and thus is less ex- 
pensive, and second, the removable arm 
rest can be upholstered without causing 

(Continued on page 67) 


Here are some assorted upholstery treatments. Upper left 
example shows a cowl panel and a kick panel covered in red 
plastic fabric. The one above is a door panel using. white pip- 
img with plain red fabric, designed to match a pipe and roll 
seats of same color. To the left is rear panel section piping 
which is designed to match a pipe and roll seats of same color 
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| Thought I had Retired... 
Then a Chance Remark Started the 


World’s Biggest Car Owners’ Cooperative! 


After a lifetime in the auto parts and accessories wholesale 
business, I figured I’d earned the right to take it easy in 
California, but I guess I was all wrong about that. 

Wasn’t long before a young fellow in my neighborhood 
dropped over to tell me about the ’32 Ford he was reworking. 
“Incidentally, Gilky,” he says (my friends call me “Gilky’’), 
“I’ve been having some trouble getting the parts I need. 
Any chance you could help me out?” 

Without realizing what I was getting into, I said I’d call a 
manufacturer friend of mine and see what I could do. Well, 
I got the parts all right, and when this kid thanked me for 
getting them for him at the wholesale price, I just said 
“Nothing to it! Glad to help out anytime.” 

That remark started a kind of chain reaction. Seems this 
young fellow had a friend who wanted to get some equipment 
for his ’40 Mercury. And this friend with the Mercury had 
lots more friends—including a fellow in Phoenix and in 
Johnstown, Pa. They all wanted to get into the club (by this 
time, they were calling it a club and telling all their friends: 
“Gilky can get it for you wholesale’). 


OUR MEMBERS USE CARDS TO GET DISCOUNTS 

Frankly, it was getting to be considerable trouble writing 
notes and making telephone calls to manufacturers asking 
them to give wholesale prices to this member and that mem- 
ber. So when somebody suggested we have membership cards 
printed that the members could use to get discounts, I said 
go ahead. That’s when we started calling it the Gane Econ- 
omy Club, and that’s probably when you first started reading 
about it in the big magazines. 


CLUB MEMBERS TRY NEW PRODUCTS FREE 
About this time, one of the manufacturers I knew told me 
he had some new speed equipment he’d like to get the club’s 
opinion on. “Gilky,” he said (my friends call me “Gilky”), 
“ask some of the fellows to try it in their cars. Won’t cost 
them a dime; I don’t even want a deposit. Tell them to try 
it and if they don’t like it send it back.” 
Some of the members took him up on that proposition, and 
that started another chain reaction: more manufacturers 
offered products for club members to test free of charge. 
Just automobile equipment at first; then stuff for the home, 
too. 
With our wholesale discounts plus all the things we were 
getting free, word got around fast, and we had people writ- 
ing us from all over the country wanting to join the club. 
As our membership grew, manufacturers offered us even 
bigger discounts, better free offers. 


NATIONAL NON-PROFIT CO-OP 
At this point, we asked ourselves: “why not become a na- 
tional non-profit cooperative? Small grocers discovered years 
ago that they could get together and buy at carload prices 
much lower than they could get as individuals. Why wouldn’t 
this same principle work for car owners?” 
So we set up a cooperative somewhat like the 
ones the grocers, farmers, etc., have, but with 
some important differences. Our members pay 
no dues or fees of any kind and don’t have to 
buy a nickel’s worth of anything unless they 
want to. 
Another thing: the club carries no merchandise, 
simply acts as a clearing house for automotive 
products & data. After testing new products, 
we make a deal with manufacturers to get dis- 
counts and free trial offers for our gang. 


BENEFITS OF NATIONAL CREDIT CARD 
How would you like to have a real “honest to 
goodness” National Credit Card? It’s just like 
your regular oil company card, but it’s honored 
all over the country by more than 130 different 
kinds of business. With this card, a qualified 
member can sleep in a Miami hotel, eat at a 
Los Angeles restaurant, fill up with gas in 
Houston—all without cash! This wallet card 
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and Big Mouth! 


Attn: M. M. “Gilky”’ Gilkerson, Secretary 

Dear Gilky: 

I'd like to see the new member package. If | think it’s a good deal, I'l! 
keep it and my life membership card entitling me to club discounts and 
other privileges. If | decide not to join, I'll send the package back within 
10 days and you'll return the dollar I’m sending you. 


by M. M. “Gilky” 
Gilkerson 


can even be used to finance a vacation, a wedding, or prac- 
tically anything else up to $1175. 

If you’ve ever been stuck in a strange town for two or three 
days trying to cash a check or establish credit to pay for 
emergency repairs, or if you’ve ever been caught short wait- 
ing for a check to come, you know how handy it would be 
to have one of these National Credit Cards. 


WHY NOT JOIN OUR CLUB? 

If you’d like to grow with us from our present 500,000 mem- 
bership to our goal of 5 million, we’d like to hear from you. 
Just to make it interesting, we’ve put together a big free 
package we send to all new members. I wish I could name 
some of the famous automotive products that you get to try 
in your car free, but the companies that have made us these 
offers have asked to keep it confidential within the club mem- 
bership. I can give you a few hints, though: you’ve seen the 
manufacturers’ names often right here in Motor Trend. Some 
of the products are strictly for speed, some are gas and oil 
savers, and some are just plain gadgets that don’t do much 
of anything but look good. Incidentally, one of the leading 
sport car magazines, whose name I can’t mention here, wants 
to send you a free copy. In the package we send you we even 
include a dollar’s worth of coupons you can take to your 
favorite gas station and use same as money to buy gas. Al- 
together, it’s quite a package. 


YOU’LL ENJOY CLUB NEWSPAPER 

When you fill in your application below, send along $1 (cash, 
check, money order, even stamps OK). This dollar covers 
cost of printing the club newspaper (you receive your first 
copy right away) and postage, etc., expenses of the club. 
This newspaper gives news of club activities and confidential 
reports on automotive products. I think you’ll get a kick out 
of reading it. 

WE SEND EVERYTHING ON APPROVAL 
When you get your package, browse through the contents 
and decide whether or not you want to be a member. If you 
do, keep everything, and welcome to the club. If you decide 
not to be a member, just fire the package back at us (frankly, 
some people have done exactly that) and we’ll send your buck 
right away with no questions, no hard feelings. 
That’s the deal. The way I see it, you’ve got nothing to lose, 
and I’m betting you’ll like being a member as much as we'll 
enjoy having you in the club! 
Just one more thing: in the membership application, you'll 
notice we have a space for you to tell us what kind of auto- 
motive info interests you most. You don’t have to fill this in 
unless you want to. It’s just a kind of a survey we’re making 
of our members. When the results are in, we'll give you a 
report in the club newspaper. 


GANE ECONOMY CLUB, Dept. CM-4, 6399 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 48, California 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
in the Great National GANE ECONOMY CLUB 
Vept. CM-4, 6399 Wiishire Blvd., Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


Make of car... 
Most interested in: Speed Eq 
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Year. 


t Cc Classic. 


ISP VHD 
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2nd Annual 

INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOR SPORTS 


at the 
GRAND 
CENTRAL 
PALACE 


IN '52 
BIGGER IN_'S3 


FUTURISTIC DREAM CARS 
LATEST FOREIGN CARS 
ANTIQUES HOT RODS 


“CLASSICS EXPERIMENTALS 
CUSTOMS + RACE CARS 

CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE 

MOTORCYCLES » SPORT CARS 


~The BIG'SHOW.in MOTORING 


Trophies Awarded 


International Motor 
SPORTS SHOW 


Suite 1103-331 Madison Ave., M.Y.17, N.Y. 


Fifty-two 


(Continued from page 39) 
even the archaic Locomobile. Who is to 
say what effect this had on Pierce sales? 


After all, Americans are power-hungry 
when it comes to cars. Why should a Van- 
derbilt buy a Pierce Six when he could get 
a Packard Eight for slightly less? Thus, it 
did not come as a surprise to read in the 
paper one August day of 1928 that the 
Studebaker Corporation had bought a ma- 
jority of Pierce stock. This was a transac- 
tion that was apparently agreeable to all. 
for Pierce needed rejuvenation and Stude- 
baker was looking for prestige. 

Albert Erskine, who was then president 
of Studebaker, had made money for his 
company, and human nature being what 
it is he was probably looking for other 
more elite pastures in which to build an 
automotive empire. Indeed, for a time the 
Studebaker Corporation was a growing 
source of power to be reckoned with in 
the auto world. They owned outright or 
controlled Pierce-Arrow, Indiana Truck, 
White Truck, and the small Erskine car. 
For a short time during the depression 
they also produced the Rockne. 

Here was a company capable of pro- 
ducing automobiles, trucks, and busses to 
fit the pocketbook or need of any family 
or transportation concern. In 1929, the 
future was looking so bright that Erskine 


sunk a fair share of his own fortune into’ 


both Studebaker and Pierce-Arrow. That 
the Pierce-Arrow car of 1929 was almost 
a brand new one and that its powerplant 
should be an eight-cylinder engine very 
similar in design to the Studebaker ‘“‘Presi- 
dent” engine brought out one year pre- 
viously was hardly a coincidence. 

Many people have looked askance at 
the Pierce-Arrow of the Studebaker years 
as unbefitting the name. Indeed, people 


who claim to know have said it was Stude-. 


baker’s fault Pierce folded up. Fortunate- 
ly, the facts do not bear out these claims. 
For instance, although the stock Pierce- 
Arrow of 1929 was considerably cheaper 
in price than its 1928 counterpart, almost 
10,000 cars were sold that year—about 
twice as many as in 1928. During 1930, 
first full year of the depression, Pierce 
still sold as many cars as in 1928, and 
managed to earn a profit on the sales. 
The eight-cylinder engine as first used 
in 1929 lasted, with variations, for the re- 
mainder of the company’s life. The origi- 
nal engine developed 125 bhp at 3000 
rpm, with a bore and stroke of 3% x 4%. 
During 1930 and 1931 the stroke was in- 
creased to a full five inches on the larger 


Death of an Aristocrat 


This colorful 1910 Pierce-Arrow special 
touring landau, casually recommended for 
“traveling in Europe,’ was a luxurious 
cruiser made to order for the astronomical 
figure of $7200. Ventilated running 
board compartment was for dogs and cats 


COURTESY RINSHED-MASON CO. 


chassis witha resultant 132 bhp. The gear- 
driven generator gave way to belt drive 
in 1930. and the double “V” fan-belt be- 
came standard on all Pierce engines from 
then on. For 1929 the company advertised 
“speeds approaching go mph.” 

One would have thought that with the 
depression in full swing the big car com- 
panies would have retrenched and concen- 
trated on a smaller, more economical 
product—but if ever “Custer’s Last 
Stand” was reenacted it was during the 
beginning of the depression when the big 
luxury cars put on the best show ever. 
Only later in the depression did the smart- 
er ones—Packard, Cadillac, and Lincoln— 
concentrate on smaller cars, to the dismay 
of the admirer of classic cars. 

In 1930 Cadillac came out with a mas- 
sive new V-16, to be followed in 1931 by 
Marmon with an even better version of 
same. Of course, Packard, daddy of the 
\V-12 back before the First World War, 
came out in 1932 with a new “Twin Six” 
as they chose to call it. The V-12 had 
been out of production for a number of 
years when Packard introduced this new 
one. Packard’s “Twin was considered 
by many to be the best engineered of all 
the Twelves. Not to be caught sleeping at 
the switch. Pierce-Arrow too came out 
with a brand new V-12 for 1932. Before 
the rat race was over the V-12 engine was 
to make its appearance in Lincoln, Au- 
burn, Franklin, Cadillac, and Lincoln 
Zephyr—not to mention the famed Rolls- 
Royce PIII. 

Pierce’s first experiments with the 
“Twelve” weren’t too successful; in fact, 
they couldn’t get much more power out 
of the new engine than was already ob- 
tainable in the “Eight.” During 1932 they 
called in Ab Jenkins, famed race driver, 
for consultation in this matter. The re- 
sult was a much improved engine. Ab 
took one of these stock “Twelve” road- 
sters and decided to race it wide open on 
the Bonneville Salt Flats. No doubt Jen- 
kins had a two-fold purpose in doing this, 
first to find out just how good the new 
Pierce was, and second to boost the pres- 
tige of the Salt Flats. 

Although this first race was not sanc- 
tioned by the AAA, Jenkins set an unof- 
ficial record when he ran the Pierce 
(stripped of fenders and windshield) for 
24 hours at an average speed of 112 mph. 
His only stops during this time were for 
gas and oil. Jenkins was an early pioneer 
of the endurance-type race. Again in 1933, 
with another Pierce and with the official 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Precision Machinist Finds Simple Answer to Problem that 


YOUR CAR IS ACTUALLY DRAGGED SIDEWAYS as much as 55 feet 
every mile you drive because of “snaketracking” (see illustration at 
right) due to loose front wheel bearing nuts. This causes bearing play, 
excessive, uneven wear and “cupping” of front tires, hard steering 
and alignment problems. 


CONVENTIONAL SLOTTED bearing nut is first adjusted to correct setting. 
Then the trouble begins: because no two slots line up with the hole in the 
spindle, nut must be backed off from correct position until (by trial and 
error) cotter pin fits in one of six slots. Thus the nut is almost always too 
tight or too se. The “built-in” looseness is magnified 40 times from the 
spindle to the tread of your tire, causing as much as 3" tread wobble. 


HERE’S HOW THE “EDUCATED NUT” solves the problem with interlocking construction. First, 
the hexagonal part of the nut is tightened to exactly the right setting, and it is never moved from 
that position. Bearings are locked in precisi dijust t (leading tive magazine reports 
001 accuracy!) with ingenious 60-point micrometric head. Saves tires, bearings, brakes—even 
eliminates 90% of brake squeaks. Actually easier to install than conventional nut. 
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Get 5000 Extra Miles Per Tire 


plus Safer, More Accurate Steering 


Baffled Experts for 42 Years! 


Odds are 100 to 1 against accurate wheel 
bearing adjustment in your car—regard- 
less of how much it cost, or how new it is. 
A fundamental weakness in the design of 
conventional front wheel bearing nuts 
makes it nearly impossible to adjust wheel 
bearings accurately, or readjust them ac- 
curately as wear occurs. This play in front 
wheel bearings causes re-alignment and 
adjustment problems. Your tires, brakes 
and bearings wear out faster than they 
should; steering is harder and less accurate 
a because of excessive front wheel wob- 
e. 

Detroit engineers, with millions of dollars 
of equipment at their disposal, have never 
found the answer to this “unsolvable” prob- 
lem of automotive design. 


Then a precision machinist named Polizzi 
—whose only connection with the automo- 
tive industry was that he owned an auto- 
mobile—discovered the answer. Like many 
baffling problems, the answer was aston- 
ishingly simple. Instead of attempting to 
improve on the conventional castellated 
nut, Polizzi abandoned it entirely and de- 
signed a nut with two parts that lock to- 
gether in precision adjustment. Called the 
“greatest advance in wheel engineering in 
42 years” his “Educated Nut” makes front 
wheel bearing adjustment 10 times more 
accurate—so precise that it even elim- 
inates the need for balancing wheels, and 
for the first time makes perfect wheel 
alignment possible. 


One big trucking company reported a 
$50,000 saving the first year on tire, brake, 
and bearing replacement costs—always a 
major headache in the industry. Other 
fleet operators, as well as thousands of 
private car owners, have also reported big 
savings. 


Save $20-$50 This Year on Tire, Brake, 
Bearing Wear and Wheel Alignment! 


Send for 10-Day Free Trial Offer 


Send us your name and address, make and year of 
ear, plus only $2.98 for complete set for any passen- 
ger car (for trucks, trailers, buses and tractors, write 
for special prices). We’ll send you a set of “‘Edu- 
cated Nuts” postpaid. If they don’t do all we say 
they do, send them back for full refund; no obliga- 
tions, no questions asked. 


Write today! 


MEHREN INDUSTRIES, Dept. ET-4 
Mehren Building, Beverly Hills, Calif. 
r | 


EHREN INDUSTRIES, Dept. ET-4 


| Mehren Building, Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Gentlemen: Please send me a set of ‘Educated 
Nuts” to try in my car for 10 days. If not en- 
tirely satisfactory, | may return them for full re- 
fund without obligation. 

| ( ) 1 enclose $2.98; you will pay postage 
( ) L enclose $1 Deposit; send C.O.D. 


| Moke of Car....... Year 
| Address........ 


| Dealer Inquiries Invited! 
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Another NORTHROP 


Graduate Chooses 
Jet Engine Career 


Like many other caeteane of Northrop Aero- 
nautical Institute, Keith Englebart chose the 
fascinating field of jet engines for his career. He's 
moving chead rapidly, thanks to his thorough, 
practical training at NAI. He has already won 
recognition for his part in setting up a new type 
of test stand for jet engine fuel systems. At this 
stage in his promising career, Keith supervises 
intricate jet fuel-system testing for his company. 


Pe a NORTHROP Can Help You 


to Aviation Success! 

It’s the man with knowledge and training who gets 
rapid promotion—the big share of important work. 
Lack of training, so vital for today’s rapidly chang- 
ing aviation science, can penalize your chance for 
success! NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE 
gives you the background you need—helps you 
make the most of every opportunity! 


wa Your NORTHROP Diploma— 
A Passport to Opportunity! 


NortuRop graduates are sought by concerns 
throughout the aviation industry. The demand is 
so great, NORTHROP graduates are offered their 
choice of interesting, exciting, profitable jobs PRIOR 
TO GRADUATION! 


- Begin Your Aviation Career 
at NORTHROP! 


NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE is an 
accredited technical institute open to public en- 
rollment. It is operated independently as a division 
of Northrop Aircraft, Inc.—a company renowned 
for advanced aeronautical design and development. 
NAI’s up-to-the-minute courses in AERONAUTICAL 
ENGINEERING and AIRCRAFT & ENGINE MECHANICS 
reflect the advantages of this close association. 
Write today for complete enrollment information 
and a fully illustrated catalog showing NorTHROP 
training facilities. There is no obligation! 


ATTENTION Northrop Aeronautical Institute is 
KOREA fully approved for your training 


VETERANS and for all other veteran training. 
17 "Northrop, 1503 E. Broadway, Hawthorne 
FULL INFORMATION 
Please send me immediately the Northrop catalog, employment 


Northrop 
gp Acronautical Institute 

Los Angeles County, Calif. 
WRITE TODAY FOR 

NorTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE we | 

gues E. Broadway, Hawthorne, Los Angeles County, Calif. 

data, and schedule of starting dates of classes. | am interested in: 

© Aeronautical Engineering Aircraft & Engine Mechanics 


Age. 


| City. Zone. State 
5 See. ©) Check here for Special Veteran Training Information 
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(Continued from page 52) 
sanction of the AAA, he ran another 24- 
hour race and set a record with an average 
speed of 117 mph. He records that during 
this race he shaved himself in the car 
while doing better than one-hundred per! 
This speaks well of the race course, the 
driver, and the car. 

These races with the Pierce-Arrows did 
much to promote the appeal of the Salt 
Flats as a race course and the Pierce firm 
made much of these events in their pub- 
licity releases, but the sales records made 
no startling jump. Indeed, sales continued 
to fall off. 

One could not do Pierce-Arrow justice 
without some mention of the Silver-Ar- 
row of 1933. Along with hydraulic valve 
lifters (introduced by Pierce that year) 
the Silver-Arrow car brought new con- 
cepts of engineering and design to the 


The sharp, stock roadster of 1930. Het a a 
favorite among the young, it appealed 
strongly to solid executives who liked golf 


automotive world. In this car were incor- 
porated the first all-steel roof, recessed 
door handles, and the first genuine stream- 
lined auto design. (Contrary to popular 
opinion, the Chrysler Airflow was not the 
first streamliner.) Each of the five Silver- 
Arrows were possessed of the finest cus- 
tom coachwork and a $10,000 price tag. 
The side mounts were hidden out of sight 
under the straight-back front fenders. 
Each of the cars was powered by a con- 
ventional 175 hp V-12 engine and the top 
speed was reportedly 115 mph. What 
were you saying about the new Chryslers 
and Cads? Oh well, these new cars do get 
better gas mileage. 

There is only one of these Silver-Arrows 
known to be in existence today, and this 
may be seen at the Austin Clark Museum 
at Southampton, Long Island. Clark’s car 
was reportedly the original property of 
the notorious Al Capone. In considerably 
modified form the Silver-Arrow was of- 
fered in both the “Twelve” and “Eight” 
chassis for 1934 and 1935. These later 
cars were not quite so bizarre in design 
nor as lush—in fact, not nearly as ex- 
pensive (about $4000). But like the 
Chrysler Airflow, the Silver-Arrow never 
made money for Pierce. 

Early in 1933 the Studebaker Corpora- 
tion started to run into difficulties. Stude- 
baker had spent millions on advertising 
and stock buying through the last few 
years, and was banking heavily on run- 
ning the White Motor Truck Company 
hook, line, and sinker. The White Com- 
pany would have been a profitable plum 
for Studebaker, but it seemed that a mi- 

(Continued on page 56) 


New ALMQUIST HI- POWER 


DUAL MANIFOLD fits all Fords & Mercs—1932 
52. No need to buy another manifold when 
you trade your car! Balanced 180° design adds 
terrific power, speed, acceleration! Shiny alv- 
minum with cooling FINS. For ROAD $350 
or TRACK! (Save $12) SPECIAL........... 


(Throttle Kit & Gen. Bracket $7) 


DUAL MANI 
FOR 


“The poor 
Aluminum 
ifold steps 


up & efficiency! oar to in- 
stall on any 6 or 8 


cylinder car.............. $] 2" 
(Throttle Kit $2) 


Hi-Speed V-8 Carbs......$12.95 
Chrome Carb Stacks......$1.25 


FOLD 
ALL CARS j 
man’s hop up.” # 

“Equi-flow’ mai 
up power, pick 


IRON ‘‘SPORTS- 
MAN” Heads for 
road ortrack.! 
Stock appearing but 
terrific power! Ra- 
tios 8:1 up! For 7 


939- 


HI-COMPRESSION 


Raises compression up: to 


SPECIAL GASKETS 
For ‘39-'52 Fords & Mercs, $3 


w 


ADAPTERS 
3/4 Bo 


bolt 


@WATER INJECTORS, 
@DUAL MUFFLER KITS, Less 


@ LOWERING K 


HROME 
@HI-SPEED Cons. (Reg. $12. 


1953 CATALOG! 
“Bargains Galore 


“HOW TO 


SOUP UP 


CIRCULARS 


CUSTOMIZE; 


Carburetor to any 

2/3 BOLT:' THR smooth off trunk lid— 


adapts V-8 carbs | Open rear’deck from 
to Chev, y-» & er | inside of car! Remote 
| Control Kit..........$1.98 


@NEW V- RACING CAMS, 95 
@ ADJUSTABLE Save $5) Set... 95 


@V-8 HEADER KITS, “Build-UR-Own 
@CALIFORNIA EXHAUST CUT-OUTS. 
Best V-8 Shackl 


YOUR CAR 
FOR ROAD 
OR TRACK” 


. Handbook given with BIG 
CATALOG Showing Racing, 
Power Custom E 
ment! Both, Send only - 25¢ 


=I 
Ship C.0O.D. 
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Milford 41T, Pa. 
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PROVED IN OVER 
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THE ORIGINAL A. J. LOCKREY MOLYBDENUM (MoS2) ANTI-FRICTION PLATING PROCESS 


MAEDER LIQUI-MOLY: 


You know how it works, don’t you? 


~* We feel almost apologetic for taking the space to explain 
how LIQUI-MOLY works, since you sports car and racing 
drivers are the ones (along with the industrial engineers) 
es who’ve been spreading the word around about LIQUI-MOLY. 
But just in case you haven’t heard: LIQUI-MOLY plates 
every friction surface inside your engine with a micro- 
scopic coating of Molybdenum Disulfide (MoS.), more slip- 
pery than oil. You add it to the regular motor oil in your 
crankcase, and the action of the motor does the rest. 


If you will put a tach on your engine before and after the 
LIQUI-MOLY treatment, you will be able to measure the in- 
crease in RPM’s brought about by friction reduction. You'll 
also notice a drop in operating temperature, a quieter run- 
ning engine, and less gas and oil consumption. 

The LIQUI-MOLY plating can’t be squeezed out or thrown 
off engine parts like-oil. It stays on cylinder walls, piston 
rings, valves and bearings, giving instant lubrication when 
you press the-starter. 

.™ actual emergencies, LIQUI-MOLY treated cars have run 
.o¥ Many miles without either oil or water, and have come 
through without the slightest damage to engine parts.) 

. eee LIQUI-MOLY is ideal for break- 
: ing in new motors or ring jobs, 
because it lubricates efficiently 
under extreme pressures as high 
_ as 225,000 lbs/sq/in, according 
“to Govt. tests. By using 
_ ,LIQUI-MOLY, you can rebuild your 
“engines to tighter tolerances 
without danger of scoring, seiz- 
ing or galling. The tight engine 
will “hone” itself on LIQUI-MOLY 
to a glass-smooth surface, per- 
form more efficiently, and wear 
longer. (When the engine is re- 
assembled, if you put a little 
LIQUI-MOLY on the studs, they 
will never “freeze”, but can al- 
ways be taken out easily.) 

Incidentally, don’t confuse 
LIQUI-MOLY with the quick-shot- 
in-the-arm type of additive you 

may have tried in the past. One LIQUI-MOLY treatment will 
last at least 3,000 miles, because it withstands temperatures 
as high as 800°F. (This is one of the reasons why it’s being 
widely used in heavy industry, too.) And it contains no 
kerosene or graphite. 

AUTOMOTIVE LIQUI-MOLY is now being packaged in a new 
size 10% oz., sealed, tamper-proof can. Price: $1.50. Or get 
the 32 oz. economy size at $3.75. You can now buy LIQUI-MOLY 
at practically all speed shops, sports car dealers, and at 
many gas stations and auto supply stores. Be sure the can 
says LIQUI-MOLY. Then you know you are getting the origi- 
nal and genuine A. J. Lockrey product, and not an inferior 
imitation. 

MOLY MOTOR PRODUCTS CORP., 1155 Broadway, 
New York 1, N. Y. (Exclusive International distributors of 
AUTOMOTIVE LIQUI-MOLY). 
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Werner Maeder, 
President and Chief 
Tester of Zumbach 
Motor Repair Co., 127 
West 53rd Street, New 
York City, is the per- 
fectionist who handles 
James Melton'’s Daim- 
ler, Guy Lombardo's 
Jaguar, George Van- 
derbilt's MG, Horace 
Stoneham's Cadillac 
and John Perona's (EI 
Morocco) Ferrari. 


Here’s a letter we recently got from Werner Maeder, the 
man who takes care of America’s highest-priced cars: 


“Moly Motor Products Corp. 

1155 Broadway, New York 1,N.Y. 
Gentlemen: 

“You may be interested to know that I have been recommending 
a@ LIQUI-MOLY treatment for every car that comes into our shop— 
and my customers tell me that their cars start easier and run 
smoother and quieter. 

“As a matter of fact, when I take apart an engine I can tell 
right away if it’s been treated with LIQUI-MOLY; because there will 
be practically no wear on the cams or cam followers. 

“T have found there is nothing like L1quI-MOLY for breaking in 
a new or overhauled engine, freeing sticky valves and rings, or 
for quieting hydraulic valve lifters. 

“Just recently, in working on a Bugatti which was giving us 
considerable trouble due to tight-fitting rings and bearings, to 
the extent that the car was very hard to start, we tried one can 
of LIQUI-MOLY and within a half an hour, all its starting problems 
were over. 

“Yesterday, I used it to straighten out a transmission problem. 
A Synchro-mesh Buick’ had been giving the owner trouble because 
of difficulty in shifting gears. (One shop had actually taken the 
transmission apart to correct this trouble.) A half-can of 
LIQUI-MOLY did the trick. 

“We saved a customer of ours in Newburgh the trouble of 
coming into our shop simply by writing him a letter and sug- 
gesting LIQUI-MOLY. We have his letter of thanks in our files. 

“LIQUI-MOLY is great stuff. 

(signed) WERNER E, MAEDER 
President and Chief Tester” 


* & & 


MAIL ORDERS ACCEPTED 
if LIQUI-MOLY is not yet available at your dealer. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


Your money will be refunded within 10 
days if you are not completely satisfied. 


MOLY MOTOR PRODUCTS CORP. 
1155 Broadway, New York 1, N. Y. 


cans $1.50 size LIQUI-MOLY $_W__ 


Zumbach Motor Repair Co., Inc., 
New York 91, ¥. 


Please send me: 


cans $3.75 size LIQUI-MOLY $. 
Add 15¢ for postage and handling 15 


(Send cash, check or money order) TOTAL $_-__ 
NAME. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. ZONE STATE 
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N EW AIR HORNS WITH VOLUME CONTROL 


Customized ‘50 Ford from 
the Buell scrap. book 


For Further Custom-Car Distinction 


Buell Air Horns are a “custom must” 
because Buells give you the unique, 
distinctive features necessary for a 
custom warning signal. 
You have instantaneous foot button 
control from a kitten’s purr to a lion’s 
roar. No need to move your hands 
from the wheel. Up to 12 miles carry- 
- wer depending on operating 
tions. Buell Electromatic air 
compressor simplifies installation and 
air supply can be used to open doors, Get Your Copy of the new 
rear deck, etc. Buell ‘Custom Coach Sketchbook 
Big 8% x 11” booklet of exclusive, 
original car designs; customizing 
ideas for Ford, Chevrolet, Kaiser 
and Nash stock models; hot rod, 
sports, competition cars. Send 10c 
to cover postage and handling. 


For The Best-Buy Buells 


eturin com an 901 WEST 49TH PLACE 
CHICAGO 9, ILLINOIS 


Mallory 


Assembly No. 
STABILIZED bly No, 25020 
ist 4. 
BREAKERS 
PACKARD (8 Cyl. 
BUICK &. Cyl.) Delco) 1950-52 
CADILL. 1990-32 PONTIAC (8 Cyl. 1950-52 
Stpsmosit (V-8) 1950-52 STUDEBAKER (V-8) 1951-52 ue 


PIECE DELUXE 
FORD MERC. 


with 


UAR 9.95 
BALLBEARING DUALPOINT ADVANCE PLATE 


49-52 FORD MERC.... 8.95 4.95 


Buick (8 Cyl.) 1950-52 32-48 FORD MERC... 8.95 4.95 

Cadillac (V-8) 1950-52 HONEST CHARLEY “Su see 

SPEED SHOP WIRE LOOMS.......12.95 7.95 
yl. 595 3.95 

Pontiac (8 Cyl.) 1950-52 Box T 3086 ey. Will prepay or ship 

Studebaker (V8) 1951-52 Chaffanooga, Tenn. nd retell catalog, ‘speed: hints. 
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(Continued from page 54) 
nority of that company’s stockholders 
were holding out against transfer of their 
stock to Studebaker. and the Federal 
courts were upholding their stand. This 
was too much for the precarious financial 
position of Studebaker. They could ill- 
afford to wait for a reversal of the court’s 
decision, so in April of 1933 the Stude- 
baker Corporation went into receivership. 


The dreams and plans and all the work of. 


Erskine were dashed to the ground along 
with a fair share of his fortune, and it 
was reportedly too much for him to bear, 
for in July of the same year he committed 
suicide. One month later a group of Buf- 
falo bankers, headed by Arthur Chanter, 
bought up the Pierce-Arrow stock, thus 
ending four years of Studebaker control. 


The almost overwhelming good taste of 
this 1930 Rollston town car was repeated 
in the more ordinary sedans and limousines 


It seems that every decade or so the 
automobile companies get in a horsepower 
race—and the sky’s the limit with some of 
them. Of course, there is a limit to the 
amount of practical horsepower a car can 
use, but to increase it from time to time 
creates selling points for new customers 
and makes the old customer’s car out of 
date. In order to justify an increased 
horsepower, the argument that the most 
powerful cars were the safest cars, was 
readily adopted—remember the Old Dues- 
enberg ‘“‘J” ads? Some of the big cars to- 
day are working along the same line, but 
in the depression, of all times, Pierce-Ar- 
row too was among the many to boost the 
merits of high horsepower. Their 1936-37 
cars were among the handsomest of all 
the Pierce line, and certainly the most 
powerful of any on the market. The im- 
proved “Eight” developed 150 horsepower 
—tright up there with the best. Added to 
this the new soft steering plus the smooth, 
reliable vacuum-power brakes and over- 
drive (Pierce was one of the first to adopt 
overdrive ) made the new Pierce-Arrows in- 
deed formidable cars. Of course, with this 
surge of horsepower there was also a surge 
of gas from the tank to the cylinders— 
but this was never mentioned in company 
literature. In the “Eight,” for example, 
one was fortunate to get 10 miles to the 
gallon. 

The Pierce car of ’37 did not differ out- 
wardly from the 1936 models. Provision 
had been made for the installation of 
windshield defrosters under the dash, and 
the more modern motive of instrumenta- 
tion featured a tachometer built into the 
speedometer. Pierce-Arrow was one of the 

(Continued on page 58) 
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NOW! The New, Luxury “Monte Galo’ Model 


The Ultimate in Continental Styling 


come 


Wire Wheel Discs 


(Continental Styled) 


Now Gay-Lord introduces the aristocrat of wire wheel discs 

. . . its latest and most lavish contribution to the popular 
continental look ofluxury—the magnificent Monte Carlomodel. 
Never before have you seen such true-precision, extra-heavy 
gauge, smart looking wire wheel discs. The Gay-Lord Monte 
Carlo, with “knock-off” type hubs, replaces the ordinary wheel 
disc easily, quickly, without interfering with existing wheel balance 
weights. Gleaming, one-piece, chrome steel construction . . . super- 
strong, extra-heavy stainless steel wire spokes of a quality until now 
undreamed of. Whether your car is old or new, give it that fashionable Pats. Pending 
continental dash, with a set of sparkling Gay-Lord Monte Carlo Wire 

Wheel Discs—only $89.50 for four dises, including “knock-off” type hubs. 

The Gay-Lord Monte Carlo fits all cars with standard 15-inch wheels. Send 

the coupon today for this value of a lifetime. 


The Continental styled Gay-Lord Wire Wheel Disc (Standard Model), with “knock- 
off” type hubs, is available at $79.50 for a set of 4 wheels. Fits all 15-inch wheels. 


10 DAY FREE TRIAL (Print Your Name & Address) 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
GAY-LORD AUTOMOTIVE DIVISION, Name... 
Gaylord-Shelton Inc. Dept. MT-4 : 
1918 Prairie Avenue, Chicago 16, Illinois 
Gay-Lord “Monte Carlo” Wire Wheel Discs : 
O Only $89.50 Prepaid. Check or Money . 
O C.O.D. Full amount of $89.50 and ship- Add 2% Sales Tax in Illinois 
ping charges to be paid on delivery. 
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FADE-PROOF 
BRAKES THAT Lé 
TWICE AS LONG.... 


COP-SIL-LOY Is a pulverized metallic alloy, sus- 
pended in a fluid adhesive which you brush on 
your brake linings. 


DOUBLES COP-SIL-LOY granules 


or partly-worn 


STOPS “FADE’—The friction of average untreated lining starts to fall 
off at 250° F., reducing brake effectiveness at higher speeds or in 
heavy traffic. "Tate dangerous ‘‘fade’’ is eliminated by COP-SIL-LOY 
which maintains a high friction coefficient of .34 up to at least 500° F. 


WATER PROOFS BRAKES—Moisture will not enter pores of drums or 
linings which have been filled with COP-SIL-LOY. Speeds brake drying 
time at least 50%. Resists oil, grease, and brake fluid. 


CSL CLUTCi# COMPOUND | Order COP-SIL-LOY on 


loy with silver for maxi- | smoother, safer brake 
mum heat dissipation. | eration with no fadi 
Treats 540 square inches | Complete treatment and 


Add Tax on Calif. Sales 


ABBOTT-KIPLE CO. 


11003-M 


the drum surface an average 


#1500—A superlative al- | back guarantee and enjoy long-lasting, 


enough several | structions for applying . . . 


Treat Your Linings With 


COP-SIL-LOY 


7.M. REG. U.S. PAT. OF F.-U.8. & FOREIGN PATS. PENS. 


The Amazing New 


_ ALLOY BRAKE CONDITIONER 


impregnate the pores of the brake drum, seducing 
of 60%, thereby doubling the life of new 


positive money- 


94.95 


POSTPAID 


Santa Monica Blvd., West Los Angeles 25, Calif. | 


AUTHORIZED DEALERS 


BRENTWOOD MOTOR CO. 


See Phil Taylor — Haile Chace 
or Frank Malignaggi 


Sales and service—Now featuring complete 
line of MG and JAGUAR accessories. 


2610 Wilshire Bivd., Santa Monica, Calif. 


JAGUAR 


FORD CONSUL 
FORD ZEPHYR 


ONG... for better performance 
“THE CHAMPIONSHIP” 


KONG 


—LOCK ON BASE (BE 


Kong Ignition is not a conv 

THE NEW SO-CAL CATALOG—Com- 
plete listings of the finest speed and 
power equi mt. . . illustrations 
displacements for all 


ignitions that Spark the Winners 


DUAL HI-SPEED POINTS—4- BREAKER CAM GROUND 


FROM HARDENED STOCK—MOU D ON TWO 
INGS—FULL MANUAL CONTROL mLock TYPE) 90 ADVANCE, 


HI-SPEED BALL BEAR- 
90 RETARD 


SIDES MANUAL CONTROL) . . . CAN BE SET AT 


ANY ADVANCE DESIRED FOR FIXED SPARK. 


The “CHAMPIONSHIP” KONG complete (includes condensers and manual control cable)... ....$63.50 
erted type distributor but a ‘unit 


A limited number of deulerchipe available 


— WRITE ON YOUR LETTERHEAD — 
KONG IGNITION DIVISION OF 


American engines . 

hints . , ‘a formation an pictures of SO-CA L SPEEI ) SHOP 
some of California's finest cars . . 

the special discount slip that saves Dept. MT-4, 1104 So. Victory Bivd., Burbank, Calif. 
$$$ is car 9 50c Phone: CHarleston 0-4484 
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(Continued from page 56) 
few American cars ever to feature a tach- 
ometer as standard equipment. 

By 1937 Pierce-Arrow agencies were 
few and far between—the business was 
just not there, and dealerships which had 
once paid off handsomely had closed their 
doors. The firm’s executives did not have 
their eyes closed to this condition, and 
there were feelers out in the business 
world for new ways to make money. As 2 
result of this it was rumored that a na- 
tional political figure, reportedly Post- 
master General James Farley, was going 
to invest heavily in the firm. However, as 
with much business speculation, this so- 
called windfall to Pierce-Arrow proved to 
be only a bubble which quickly burst in 
thin air. Farley did not invest any money 
in the firm and with the production of 
only 80 cars up to May, 1937, the firm 
closed down all production. 

New cash was to be brought into the 
firm, however, by a complete reorganiza- 
tion, and also a means of continuing to 
make money was introduced. President 
Chanter announced that the company 
would enter the medium-priced field, 
a heretofore unheard-of venture for this 


The advanced, beautiful 
33 Silver Arrow could have far outsold 
the Airflow—but for its price of $10,000 


staid aristocrat. A tentative production 
schedule for 1938 was announced as fol- 
lows: expensive cars—1,200, medium- 
priced cars—25,000, trailers—4,800. A 
further increase in production was planned 
for 1939, though Mr. Chanter admitted 
that the prospects for the future could 
not be ascertained too far in advance. 
How right he was! The new medium- 
priced Pierce was expected to sell for 
about $1,200. This would, of course, com- 
pete with Buicks, La Salles, and the small- 
er Packards. In fact, Pierce was counting 
on this new model to be the bread-and- 
butter car of the line. The prospects for a 
rosy future were so seemingly evident that 
Pierce-Arrow drew space for the showing 
of their forthcoming model at the No- 
vember auto show in New York City. 
Your author couldn’t help but feel a 
tingle of excitement through his veins as 
he read the various announcements of the 
Pierce reorganization. As I read on I got 
to dreaming and pictured myself as a 
small stockholder sitting at home and lap- 
ping in the good news much as a cat laps 
milk. A dividend hadn’t been paid in sev- 
eral years, and now here was a chance to 
get some return on my investment. In 
November of 1937, however, it was an- 
(Continued on page 60) 
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THE MOST FABULOUS CARS OF 
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
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GET THAT. SET 


$24.95 
BUSTLE CONTINENTAL FALSIE 


Your friends will never guess your Bus- 
tle Continental doesn’t hold a tire. No 
folding or extending brackets to rattle. 
Same metal tire cover, hub cap, and 
license bracket light as our kits that hold 
tire. 
49-53 Ford, 49-52 Chev. Styline...... v8 95 
49-51 Merc, 49-52 Pontiac.............. 4.95 
1953 Chev, Merc, Pont, Olds 88, 98 $9.30 
1953 Buick, Chrys, DeSoto, Wiilys 59.50 
Chrome outer band 10.00 extra 
Other models also available 
Specify year & make of car 
Prices on its to hold tire on request 


SMART SET WHEEL DISCS 


Fits 15° or 16” wheels, set of four 
Ripple or (Plain) $19.50 


Precisioned to fit — in fash 


comes pri to paint. 
49-51 Ford, $14.95;, Deluxe............ $17.50 
49-51 Merc... 18. 
53 ler, dy & Plymouth, 17:30 
= irts for all cars 
Smart Set 


Wire Wheel Discs 


Precision-made of durable stainless 


(set of four) 


ate On All Orders 
.0.B., Los Angeles 
Add an Sie, Tax if you live in Calif. 


ACCESSORIES LID. 


DESIGNERS — MANUFACTURERS 


Glendale 1, Calif. 
Phone: Citrus 1-1511 


1529 Victory Blvd. 
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(Continued from page 58) 
nounced the reorganization had been. de- 
layed due to a slight faltering in the 
stock market. 

By December the market hadn’t yet 
picked up and plans were approved by 
Federal Judge John Knight of Buffalo for 
the reorganization under Section 77-B of 
the Federal Bankruptcy Laws. Trustees 
were appointed by the Court, and the Ma- 
rine Trust Company, principal creditor, 
agreed to continue financing Pierce for a 
30-day trial period. In the meantime, if 
the stock market went back to normal, 
the original plans of the company would 
go into effect. Pierce-Arrow, of. course, 
didn’t get the new model to the Novem- 
ber show, nor did the market ever again 
pick up—for Pierce. The trusteeship con- 
tinued until May 1938, when Federal 
Judge Knight ordered an immediate liq- 
uidation of the company. Death was final- 
ly here. The Federal judges had been kept 
busy the last few years in the matter of 
bankrupt luxury car producers, and now 
the last and most honored of them all— 
Pierce-Arrow. 

What of the post-mortem? A firm (The 
1600 Elmwood Avenue Corporation, taken 
from the company’s location in Buffalo) 
was formed to take over the servicing of 
Pierce cars still in use (there were about 
39,000 of them in 1938) and to take care 
of the Pierce properties until they could 
be auctioned off. In September 1938, the 
Pierce-Arrow plant went up for sale, and 
in February of the following year an auc- 
tion of the tools and machinery was held 
in the plant. Most of the hand tools were 
sold at a sacrifice to former employees. 
Captain Robert Brewer, curator of the 
McKean Automobiliana Collection in the 
Philadelphia Public Library, told me it 
was a heart-rending sight to see this 
once proud company fall before the auc- 
tioneer’s mallet. What with the Pierce 
quality of sticking it out to the end the 
last building on the 4o-acre site was not 
auctioned off until 1946. The Pierce 
brothers and Colonel Clifton would have 
turned over in their graves could they 
have known the grief that had come to 
their beloved company. Only the stately 
elm trees, planted in frdnt of the general 
offices in Buffalo after the First World 
War by Marshal Foch, remained un- 
changed in those years. 

In looking back over the last years of 
the company one must ask where were 
the mistakes made, what was the reason 
Pierce-Arrow couldn’t stay in business? 
I once read an article in which it was 
stated Pierce-Arrow went out of business 
because there were not enough rich men in 
the country to buy their cars. But this is 
so inconclusive—the rabid fan must ask 
why there were not enough rich men—or 
why the rich men were buying Cadillacs 
and Packards instead of Pierce-Arrows? 
Secondly, in order to keep one’s name be- 
fore the public one must advertise, some- 


thing Pierce disregarded for a number of 
years. When it finally did advertise, it 
was with such maddening discretion that 
the pictures of the car could scarcely be 
seen. Thirdly, the 1937 reorganization of 
the firm was ill-timed. Had the medium- 
priced car entered the market, say, in 1933, 
when the company’s financial picture was 
brighter, they probably would still be in 
business. But my thoughts are ever tem- 
pered with the fact that a Pierce-Arrow 
which could have survived the war would 
today be no more a classic than today’s 
Packard is when compared to the Twin 
Sixes and Super Eights of yesteryear. 

In the final analysis the story of the 
last years of the Pierce-Arrow Motor Car 
Company might well be the story of a 
trend in American living. Picture the 
wealthy family of the depression. It was 
no longer the proper thing for Madame to 
visit the hairdressers in a chauffeured 
town-car, nor was it cricket to keep a 
double-cowl phaeton down at the shore 
home. The master was no longer driven to 
and from work in a plush limousine, nor 
was Junior given a shiny new roadster in 
which to go off to the university. The 
labor movement, the breadlines, the WPA. 
and the general paralysis of thought then 
called liberal thinking, but now known as 
socialism, were fast writing finish to such 
cars as Pierce-Arrow. In fact, there was a 
growing resentment among the masses 
toward the way of life which expressed 
itself in Rolls-Royces, Packard Twelves, 
Duesenbergs, or Pierce-Arrows. More and 
more the man of means was finding it 
much more convenient and safer to hide 
his capitalist self behind the wheel of a 
Ford or Chevy. The changing times had 
gradually eroded away the high prestige of 
Pierce-Arrow ownership. It was as doomed 
to defeat as was William Jennings Bryan. 

Out of all this trouble there is some 
heart balm for Pierce-Arrow lovers. 
Most of the remaining Pierce-Arrows in 
existence today, and there are a surprising 
number, have come into the hands of 
collectors. Many members of the Antique 
Automobile Club of America, the Veteran 
Motor Car Club, the Horseless Carriage, 
and Classic Car Clubs have completely re- 
stored some of these cars to showroom 
condition. Indeed, many of their cars are 
given to traveling long distances from 
home with the unquestioned confidence of 
the drivers. Not the least among these 
remaining Pierce-Arrows is the magnifi- 
cent French Brougham on the Series “81” 
Chassis. It is still owned by the New Eng- 
land manufacturer and still driven by the 
original chauffeur. At the discretion 
of madame, it not infrequently appears at 
the antique auto shows in central New 
England where its proud chauffeur will 
gladly explain to any and all the merits 
of the craftsmanship of yesteryear. There 
is little doubt that he, along with every 
other Pierce lover, hopes the name Pierce- 
Arrow will live forever. 

—Enugene M. McCracken 
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‘mic igan | 
‘ MICHIGAN STATE FAIR 
n 
GROUNDS - DETROIT 
e 
r », THE 
MID-WEST’S 
_ GREATEST 
0 MOTORIZED 
d EQUIPMENT 
a 
EXTRAVAGANZA 
r 
1 Be 
Hundreds of colorful exhibits including SPONSORED BY THE ST. CLAIR SHORES LIONS 
the nation’s finest sport cars, beautiful FOR 
foreign creations, dazzling customs, 
- rag Produced by Michigan Motor Show, Inc., 3107 
‘ championship hot rods, rare antiques, Book Bldg., Detroit 26, Michigan. Telephone 
cherished classics, record-holding Woodward 38660. For information on Rent- 
l motorcycles and boats—plus a vast array ing Commercial Space or Entering House 


Displays, please contact Mr. Ray Bowles at 


of parts and accessories in the sport, the 


speed and power fields. 


“2 


Impartial Road Tests Prove Miracte Power—— 


increases Compression 13% Adds 56% to Spark Plug Life Redoces Cylinder Boe Weer 49%, 
x Cuts Oil Use 33% .c Doubles Fuel Pump Life and Ring Wear 15% 


You’ve heard many wild claims for lubrication aids. Now, get facts—proof about 
Miracle Power established by an independent laboratory of unimpeachable reputa- 
tion, Wetmore Hodges & Associates. 


They ran two new truck engines under identical conditions using Miracle Power 

in only one. When the other engine broke down, records scien- 
tifically compiled proved the Miracle Power engine which was 
still running had 13% greater compression, 56% longer spark 
plug life, 49% less cylinder bore and 15% less ring wear, u 
33% less oil, and doubled fuel pump life! 

Why this amazing performance? Because Miracle Power, a 
secret blend of super lubricating agents including colloidal 
synthetic graphite in suspension, protects engines. 

Insist on Miracle Power in gas and oil— 
remember its proven results. 


Stops Dry STARTING Damage... Treats the Engine, Not the Oil! 


CARTER 


International 
Race Driver 


During stops, oil drains off vital engine 
parts and it takes up to five minutes to 
pump it back after starting. Meantime, 
dry metal grinds against dry metal. 
Result: wear ... lost power ... repairs. 


Miracle Power Division 

THE , PARTS CORPORATION 

612 AP Building * Toledo 1, Ohio 
Manufacturers of: 

MUFFLERS «PIPES * MIRACLE POWER «dgf 123 


Use Miracle Power to protect engines 
with a breathlike lubricating film. It is 
not a purge—not a detergent—not a 

“soup-up” chemical— it treats 
the engine, not the oil. 


PUTS THE "PURR-B.R” 
ENGINE 
PERFORMANCE’ 


Get Miracle Power (money back guarantee) at 
Stations, garages and Ford, Kaiser-Frazer, Wil “ 
and other cat dealers —75c ($1.00 in Canada) 


Duane Carter, famous international rac- 
er, uses Miracle Power in his own racers 


and cars. 


“Miracle Power has saved me oa lot 


© The AP Parts 


of repair bills because | get tubrica- 
tion even when oil is temporerily ab- 
sent. And Miracle Power prevents hy- 
draulic valve lifter troubles.” 
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RELIEF VALVE 


REDUCES OIL CONSUMPTION 

REDUCES CARBON 

KEEPS VALVES CLEAN 

° KEEPS SPARK PLUGS CLEAN 

© REDUCES EXHAUST SMOKE 

REDUCES OBNOXIOUS ODORS 

© REDUCES OIL DILUTION BY GASOLINE 
* PREVENTS EXCESSIVE MOTOR WEAR 


The AUTO-VAC AIR 
MASTER installed 
directly into your 


inteke manifold + INSURES TOP MOTOR PERFORMANCE 
negative “INSURES FULL MOTOR POWER 
Sto INSURES LONGER MOTOR LIFE 


* INSURES EASIER MOTOR STARTS 
MINNEAPOLIS 10, 


AUTO-VAC MFG. CO. 


5517 KNOLL DRIVE MINNESOTA 
Enclosed fied*_____ fer which please send 
Aute-Vec Air Master with complete installatic 
My carisa 
MAKE MODEL 
NAME. 
ADDRESS. 


METRIC & WHITWORTH WRENCHES 
For Servicing All Foreign-Make Cars 


Satisfactory servicing and repair of a foreign-make 
car can only secured with wrenches that fit! 
From Snap-on, leading manufacturer of standard 
automotive service tools, you can get wrenches 
and sockets in Whitworth sizes, 7BA, 
-172” to 1.670” (for English cars). 
In metric sizes (for all other foreign makes) 4 mm. 
to 32mm. Available only from Snap-on branches 
or direct from factory. Write for free Metric eae 
- Whitworth folder and standard tool catalog. A “ 


FOR THIS CAR 
and many others . . 


These complete plans show exactly how step 
by step to change your stock car into a beau- 
tiful custom. For the brochure describing 
these plans and with large PAGE SIZE illus- 
trations of all designs available for Fords, 
Chevrolets, Pontiacs, Oldsmobiles, Cadillacs, 
Buicks and others applying to almost every 
body style, SEND 25 cents in coin to... 


D. S. BRUCE, INC. 


326 E. 48th St., N. Y. 17, N. Y, 
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Crazy Customs 


(Continued from page 44) 


The person who wants a radical cus- 
tom, Don finds, is usually a person who 
just wants something entirely different 
and without duplication. The fact that he 
is getting a superbly performing and han- 
dling automobile is secondary to his de- 
sire for something to set him apart from 
the crowd. On the other hand, the rabid 
car fan—the guy or gal who hangs around 
the newsstand impatiently awaiting the 
next issue of Motor TREND, and spends 
all the family income on that new super- 
charger—well—he pretty much knows 
what he wants. Most always this custom 
fan already has a car that has been modi- 
fied and customized to some degree. Now 
he wants a little more work done that is 
beyond his capacity. He can talk *4 cams 
with the next guy but is still not ready to 
go all out on his own car. His type of car 
usually retains lines and features of the 
original model when Don has finished 
with it, but it is still different enough to 
command immediate attention. 

Closed cars seem to be the ones which 
are most often slightly customized ;.among 
the radicals it is almost a toss-up between 
the open and closed types, with the open 
cars probably getting the nod. Buyers of 
modified Donz customs can always be as- 
sured of a supremely beautiful two-tone 
finish, distinctly different. Donz radical 
customs employ one-tone paint to retain 
the pure, striking beauty of a Donz de- 
sign, but even this one-tone scheme is de- 
lightfully attractive, making the car a 
Marilyn Monroe among automobiles. 

Electrically tripped and hydraulically 
operated doors, lids, and hoods set Donz 
cars off from the rest. A Donz owner is al- 
ways able to impress lookers-on with 
hoods and doors operated from the inside. 

A trademark of a Donz car is the meth- 
od of opening doors. A secret switch or 
button is placed in a location known only 
to the owner. Donz cars do not have ex- 
terior door handles but are still easier to 
open than many Detroit models, even 
with both hands loaded. Don feels that 
owners of Donz cars do not want unau- 
thorized people getting in and out of their 
cars and toying with everything in sight, 
as often happens with custom cars. Seems 
like people think they are community 
property and the owner won’t mind. 

Don feels the ultimate in styling comes 
from European craftsmen, especially the 
modern Italians. Of the American produc- 
tion cars, it is his opinion that the coffin- 
hooded Cord and the Chrysler Airflow 
have never been equaled. His high ideals 
mean that every car rolling from the Donz 
shops has all the care devoted to it that 
Don would devote to a car for himself. 

It can easily be said that Donz cars 
have a reputation for beauty, comfort, ex- 
clusiveness, roadability, and safety. 

—Frank W. Trembley 
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Mechanics who know recommend 
CUT AWAY VIEW 
$1495 
A 
AIR MASTER. 
<7, THE CHOICE OF BETTER MECHAN | 
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Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 
by 
Eastern Auto 
Custom 


Accessories 
Since 1919 


"51 FORD GRILLE BAR 38 stee!, 2x 
. feplaces complete center bar on ’51 without fur- 


ther alteration. Additional requirements (not included) "49-'52 FORD CONTINENTAL KIT 1952 FORD GRILLE BAR 


on ’49 Ford are ’51 top molding & hood conversion plus Make your new Ford look RICHER, LONGER, LOWER. Cost Replaces complete center bar without alteration. 

1950 or 1951 parking lights . . . on ’50 Ford, 1951 top is low, too. Improves appearance, increases luggage space. NO drilling or cutting. Bolts in place using present 

molding & hood conversion. Folds backwards for trunk to clear. Kit complete with holes. A honey! $20 95 
e 


Mail Order$20.95_At Store$19.95 "Mail Order 
‘49-'52 Chevy Kits (not shown).. $59. 50 $ 5 


1949-'50 MERCURY GRILLE BAR» 


Replaces complete grille on 1949-50 Mercury. The most 
beautiful single addition to your Merc. No major al- 


terations required. 20 95 


Mail Order. 

25% deposit on all orders. Prices FOB 
los Angeles. Postage C.0.D. Add 3% 
Sales Tax in Calif. 


MOLDIN in answer to demand. New and sharp looking. Nose off hood but 
save expense of welding, leading & repainting. Replaces both the 
p> rl ornament and the center hood molding. No tt no cutting, snaps into 
plac . 3 min. installation. Stainless steel polished to a chrome- $3 95 
like “anish. kena ° 


3319 MT-4, So. Grand Ave. 
Los Angeles 7, Calif. 


FOR YOU!: 
catalog 


cessories — illustrated. Send 
only 25c to cover handling — 
and postage—TODAY! 


MILE-O-METER MADE ME A ‘“TUNE-UP" EXPERT! 


By Donald Teague 


What I don’t know about a car’s 
insides would fill a good-sized book, 
yet I’ve adjusted my carburetor, set 
my distributor, and found how to 
save gallons of gasoline .. . all by 
using the Mile-O-Meter on my dash- 
board! 


INSTALLED IT EASILY 

I just fol- 
ee lowed di- 
rections ... 
all the fit- 
tings were 
supplied 
with the 
gauge. I didn’t even have to drill 
a single hole, since I used one of 
the screws on the windshield flange 


to hold the Mile-O-Meter itself. 


NOW | KNOW WHAT'S GOING 
ON UNDER THE HOOD 


Two of the scales on the Mile-O- 
Meter provide me with especially 
valuable information. One shows 
the relative miles-per-gallon I’m 
getting as I drive . . . the other 
continually registers the condition 
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of my engine by measuring te in- 
take manifold vacuum. Any change 
in this vacuum causes the Mile-O- 
Meter to react immediately . . . it 
provides an immediate visual 
warning of possible engine diffi- 
culties. That’s how I knew when 
the distributor had to be re-set. 


MILE-O-METER PAYS FOR ITSELF 


I’m saving money! First of all, I’m 
making most of the adjustments 
myself, using the trouble-shooting 
chart Gale Hall Engineering sup- 
plies with the* Mile-O-Meter. Sec- 
ondly, the Mile-O-Meter indicator 
warns when I’m wasting gas, and 
shows me how to get my best mile- 
age. I’d guess that I get as much 
as three or four miles more to 
every gallon... I’ve saved enough 
gasoline over the past eight months 
to more than pay for the cost of 
the gauge itself! 


Donald Teague, 543 Boylston St., Boston, 
Mass. is ic Mile-O-Meter 
owner. His comments will be of interest to 
motorist. 


you OUGHT TO OWN A MILE-O-METER 


You'll start tart getting the most out of your car when you install 
a Mile-O-Meter on the dash. You'll be able to make most of 
the engine adjust ts and t yourself, keep your car 
running thly, save gall You can’t 

... they’re always sold on a “money back if not satisfied” 
basis. You ought to send your order in right away. 


MILE-O-METERS AT G................ 
e 
© diameter. e 
Chrome trim, 

ADORESS e 
e 

Check Enclosed o Money Order Enclosed $end €.0.0. 


nthe US A 


Orders are shipped within 24 hours anywhere 
We poy postage when payment accompanies order, Add 35¢ 
for special delivery, if desired. Each Mile-O-Meter ix gift 
pockoged, with accessories ond instructions included 


GALE HALL ENGINEERING CORP. 345 


NORTH HAMPTON, NEW HAM 
bac 


ORDER NOW 
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Boost Speed! 
Boost Power! 


with 
McLEOD 
SILENCERS 


for your 


FORD-0-MATIC MERC-0-MATIC 
HYDRAMATIC DYNAFLOW 


Single: $15.00 
Dual: $25.00 


NEW MUFFLER 
DESIGN UPS MOTOR 
PERFORMANCE 


Back pressure goes down, 
power goes up, when you 
install McLeod Silencers in 
your car. Unique new muf- 
fler is result of long research 
to improve motor efficiency 
of your cars. Patented fins 
are designed to control ex- 
haust stream, allow fuller 
use of power output. Cut out 
motor spitting and clogging. 
Boost engine “bite” on get- 
away. 

MADE FOR YOUR CAR 


All Mcleod Silencers are tai- 
lored for individual auto fit. 
Made from heavy gauge 
steel for long life. Can’t rust 
out. Won't blow out. Specify 
year, make and model of 
your car and type of trans- 
mission when ordering. 
You must be satisfied, or 
your money back. 


| MFG. CO. 


125 W. Verdugo Ave., Burbank, Calif. 


| Please send my McLeod: 
(Single Silencer Dual Silencers 
| $15.00 $25.00 


| (Year, make, model of car) 


(Type of transmission) 
CD Payment in full enclosed 


Send c.0.D. 


Balance payable on delivery. 

Street Addr 
J City Zone..... State 
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ACCESSORIES TRIAL 


FILTERALL 


This permanent-type oil filter unit efficiently 
removes carbon and sludge from your engine 
oil without removing detergent compounds 


A Motor Trend Research Report by Bob Hoeppner 


The Filterall unit does not remove or absorb the detergent additives found in 


modern compounded “heavy-duty” motor oils; thus cleansing action continues 


OST CAR OWNERS will have the 
oil filter cartridge replaced in their 
cars an average of from three to five times 
a year. Add the cost of this item to the 
usual extra quart of oil required at each 
filter change and you have an expenditure 
which can be reduced considerably by the 
installation of a permanent metal oil filter. 
The Filterall unit, as it is called, uses 
a filter element that never requires re- 
placement, which is not a characteristic 
of the cartridge-type oil filter. Only serv- 
ice that is necessary is the removal of 
the element every 2000 miles and washing 
it in gasoline or kerosene. There is the 
possibility, however, that after long peri- 
ods of continuous use, deposits might oc- 
cur on the element which would not be 
removed by washing in gasoline or kero- 
sene. It is therefore recommended that the 
unit be washed occasionally gusing a sol- 
vent with stronger cleansing characteris- 
tics than gasoline or kerosene. 

The cone-shaped filtering unit is com- 
posed of thousands of tiny spherical- 
shaped bronze particles, fused together so 
closely as to filter solids measured in mi- 
crons (a micron is 39 millionths inch). 

In our test of the Filterall unit, an in- 
stallation was made on a car equipped 
with a standard brand oil filter with a 
conventional-type cartridge prior to the 
test. After driving the test car 1100 miles, 
the Filterall unit was removed and in- 
spected. Examination revealed that a fine 


deposit covered the underside of the 
bronze unit through which the oil passed; 
top-side of the unit was as clean as when 
first installed, indicating that all solids 
had been removed from the oil as it passed 
through the unit. Color samples of oil taken 
before and after test showed no change. 

No extravagant claims are made for this 
filter unit by the manufacturer. Such 
statements as: “Never change your oil,” 
or “It refines your oil as you drive” are 
not part of the advertising copy used. 
There is evidence, however, that the Fil- 
terall units have been accepted by manu- 
facturers, and the government is using 
them for many unusual filtering require- 
ments, including its aircraft and guided 
missile programs. In such installations, 
the best filtration and free-flow charac- 
teristics are essential. 

The complete unit is small, compact. 
Easily instalied, it only requires a mount- 
ing on the bracket provided and the at- 
tachment of the oil flex lines. If your car is 
equipped with a conventional filter, a 
replacement unit is available which may 
be installed in your present case simply 
by removing the old cartridge and replac- 
ing it with the new Filterall element. 

The Filterall is manufactured by the 
Permanent Filter Corporation, 2309 Riv- 
erside Dr., Los Angeles, Calif. The com- 
plete unit sells for $12.95, and the re- 
placement unit for original equipment is 
yours for $6.95. 
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minutes’ job . . . requires only 44” holes and no alterations to car body. 
Merc. °52-’53 


Ford °49-’52 Merc. °49-’51 
thes. Willys 92°53 9* 
Plym. *50-52 Pont. *49-"52 


Send $5.00 deposit, balance C.O.D. 


Fords °49 thru ’53 8 69.50 Plymouth °53 135.00 Olds ’51 thru ’53 149.50 
Chevrolet Styleline ’49 thru ’53 69.50 Dodge °53 135.00 Buick ’52-"53 Super & R’dmaster 154.50 
Willys Aero thru °53 116.50 De Soto ’53 135.00 Cadillac ’50 thru 159.50 
Nash Rambler ’52 thru °53 116.50 Chrysler 135.00 Lincoln ’51 thru °53 159.50 
Kaiser °47 thru 135.00 Studebaker ’51 thru ’53 139.50 Packard °51 thru 159.50 
Pontiac ’50 thru ’53 135.00 Mercury ’51 thru 149.50 Send 20% Deposit; Balance C.O.D. 


WIRE WHEELS ARE BACK! To complement your new Continental 
EUROPEAN STYLE SIMULATED WIRE 
WHEELS with center lock winged-type hub caps. These snap in place over your 
old disc wheels to lend your car the sparkle and dash of the world’s most expensive 


“look,” Newhouse offers authentic 


imported sports cars. These simulated wire 
wheels have the same double row spoke 
layout as the finest European originals 
after which they were patterned, and 
are not to be confused with cheap 
single row types. All component 
parts individually chrome plated 
before assembly to give a lustrous, 
durable finish. Installation requires 
no tools—takes only a few min- 
utes. Send now for these new wire 
wheel covers—you’ll be thrilled 
with your car’s new “‘continental 
touch’! Fits all 15’’ wheels. 


Complete 
set of 4 only..... 950 
Dealerships Available. | Fo, Single Wheels, each 
Write on your only $27.50 
Letterhead. Send $5 deposit; Bal. C.0.D. 


ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! 


INDUSTRIES 


Deolerships Avciloble 


ALL OVER tHE o 


DEPT. MT-4, 5805 E. BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES 22, CALIFORNIA 
April 1953 


his 
Continental Touch 


The Newhouse Special CONTINENTAL KIT as low as 29.95 


Here’s how to modernize—glamourize your car’s appearance for a price everyone can afford! The sturdy, 
all-metal economy kit has much of the style and eye appeal of units costing 5 times as much. 
special low-budget price is possible because, in this installation, the tire stays in its original position in 
the trunk—(No one knows this but you!) In addition to the metal “Tire Cover,” price includes chrome 
wheel disc, license holder, chrome lights, and all other parts as required. Installation is an easy few 


$3 


Style experts agree the DELUXE CUSTOM CONTINENTAL KIT gives your car longer, lower lines— 
the ultimate touch of sophistication. The Continental treatment adds utility, too—placing the spare tire 
outside increases usable luggage space up to 50%. Fabricated from heavier metal, these handsome DeLuxe 
Kits are complete with drop center gravel guard, full metal tire cover, special control lock release, 
chrome trim welts, special chrome hub cap, license light, safety lock assembly, rugged wheel mount 
brackets, heavy bumper extensions and all necessary nuts and bolts together with complete instructions. 


Chev. °53 only 
Chrys. ’53 only 
De Soto ’53 only 
Pont. ’53 only 
Olds ’53 only 


Our 


Dear Customer: 


You can now order all your speciol 


strictly competitive. 
Sincerely, 


gouges, etc., efc., (any item for 
car...any brand) direct BY MAIL from 
the great Newhouse stockrooms. 

Just send a deposit and state your 
needs clearly—You con then pay the 
balance C.0.D. We ship everywhere 
by fast porcel post. All prices ore 


Newhouse Automotive Industries, Dept. MT-4 
5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


Addr: 
| City. State | 


enclosed 


20% enclosed 
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MAKE YOUR INTEREST 
IN CARS PAY OFF! 


you've 
ALWAYS 
WANTED! 


LEARN AUTO 
MECHANICS 


MOTOR TUNE UP 
Also Allied Mechanics and Diesel! 


By EASY Shop-Method 
TRAINING-AT HOME! 


LET NATIONAL SCHOOLS — the famous resident 
school, biggest in the hot rod capital—teach you at 
home — fast! Almost 50 years 
of training men like you. 


1000's of successful graduates! ii! 


GREATEST DEMAND IN HISTORY FOR TRAINED 
MECHANICS! NOW’S YOUR CHANCE! 

What an opportunity! With trained mechanics making 

more money than ever...with over 8 million cars need- 

ing big service and repair jobs...with defense industry 

needing 1000's of trained mechanics.. .-what a chance 


ee in 


you have! Right now start training for the big money 

you've always dreamed of earning. Mail the coupon. 
YOU GET COMPLETE TRAINING—AT HOME! 

We bring famous National Schools right to you! You 


learn about gas engines, Diesel and special fuel engin 
garage mechanics-fast! Lots of pictures and diagrams 
Your National Schools train- 
ing is easy and practical, for 
it’s based on actual shop 
methods in National Scnools’ 
big resident school. Mail the 
coupon for full details—now. 
YOU EARN WHILE YOU LEARNI 
You get practical experience 
and can get paid for doing it! 
National Schools Home Train- 
ing is approved for eligible y, 
vets. You may be eligible. professional tools like 
Look on coupon. Do it now. these. And youkeepthem! 
ATTENTION! Men Going Into The Service Soon! 
National Schools training can help you get into special 
service classifications. Means higher pay and grade-fast. 


APPROVED FOR G. 1. TRAINING 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS GIVES 
YOU ALL THESE TOOLS! 
‘ou start out with real 


SAMPLE LE 


FREE BOOK and SAMPLE 
LESSON show how we train you! 
SEND FOR THEM TODAY! 


1905 
St., 
BOTH RESIDENT AND HOME STUDY COURSES ‘SrrensD 


SEND NO MONEY—MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DR-43 Mail in envelope 
Figueroa Street 


4000 South orpasteon 
bes Angeles 37, California postal card 
P| Mail me FREE the book “My Future in Automotive a 
e and Allied Mechanics” and the sample lesson. I under- f 
stand there's no obligation no salesman will call. 
NAME. AGE. 
ZONE__STATE. 
Wote! Chock here trom Service lees then 4 years age. 
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MOTOR TREND 


AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN CONTEST 


A drawing such as this could start you on a career 
in the field of automotive and industrial design. 


Five $2000 nena are offered in this contest 


OWARD MITCHELL, young stu- 

dent of the Art Center School in 
Los Angeles, displays unusual talent for 
automotive design in the large sketch 
above. So does Henry Haga, of Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin, in his sketch below. He 
is now attending the same school. 

These drawings, we hope, will serve as 
an inspiration to you—if you possess the 
desire to enter the field of automotive 
or industrial design. 

Last month when we announced this 
contest, we mentioned that all entrants 
must be high school graduates. However, 
this does not exclude you if you are grad- 
uating this June, so get out those drawing 
pencils and let’s go to work. 

Even before our design contest an- 
nouncement, we at Motor Trenp have 
been amazed at the interest shown by our 
readers in sending us their ideas of the 


ultimate in automobile design. This cre- 
ativeness, this urge to outdo Detroit can 
now be rewarded by the offering of the 
most desirable prizes that we have ever 
had the pleasure of presenting in a con- 
test of this kind. 

Five completely free four-year tuition 
scholarships to the Art Center in Los An- 
geles will go to the winners. In addition, 
Motor Trenp will award a handsome 
plaque to each winner, and when the five 
winners complete their course, they will 
be given special consideration for jobs in 
the styling sections of the major automo- 
bile companies. 

In case you missed our announcement, 
your entries in this contest should consist 
of several drawings and sketches of cars 
or of other products; or, if you have tal- 
ent in working in other media, send pho- 
tographs of your models or of your actual 
creative work. 

Remember that your designs may go 
beyond the automotive field completely, 
though your portfolio should contain some 
car designs. 

By this time you should be anxious to 
get under way. All you have to do to get 
started is to fill out the application blank 
below and mail it in to Motor Trenp 
today! 


CONTEST EDITOR, MOTOR TREND 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
1 Gentlemen: 1 
| Please send me an official entry blank for the MOTOR TREND Auto- , 
; motive and Industrial Design Contest. i 
NAME AGE 
STREET 
CITY STATE 
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Custom Upholstery 


(Continued from page 50) 
bulges and wrinkles. The arm rests are 
built of wood and upholstered in fabric. 
The fabric usually matches the seats—if 
the seats are a pipe and roll, then the arm 
is identical, This would cost about $25 
or $30 plain. 

BOB: What do you mean by “plain”? 

GLEN: All arm rests are hollow. They 
can be used for storage, but many fellows 
are converting their arm rests into a bar. 
To do this, the top is hinged and inside 
padded. A bar arm rest costs about $50. 
If the arm rest extends down to the floor, 
as many do, it would probably cost about 
$75. Rear seat arm rests cost the same as 
those for the front. 

BOB: Are tire covers limited to older 
American cars and popular foreign makes? 

GLEN: Oh, no. Many owners who have 
installed continental kits are changing 
from the metal tire cover to sports fabric 
because it gives a more sporty look. The 
cover should cost about $12. 

BOB: At this point it seems natural to 
turn to tonneau covers. They are very 
adaptable, aren’t they? I wouldn’t con- 
sider them limited to smaller sports cars. 

GLEN: Tonneau covers improve the 
looks of almost any convertible. But more 
than that, they offer protection against 
the elements when the top is down. There 
are many variations of the tonneau cover. 
First, there is the “full” tonneau. This 
fits from the back of the rear seat up 
over the windshield and down, to snap 
around the sides. It protects the uphol- 
stery from the sun and moisture. The 
second design—perhaps the most popular 
—starts at the back seat and ends at the 
windshield. With the windows rolled up, 
it offers good protection from the dew, 
and with the exception of the open wind- 
shield, it is excellent protection from the 
sun’s rays. The third design is a half- 
tonneau. It merely covers the rear seat. 
The full tonneau costs about $50. The 
second type, ending at the windshield, 
costs about $37, and the half-tonneau 
should cost about $27. 

BOB: This should sum up the upholstery 
interview pretty well, shouldn’t it, Glen? 

GLEN: I think so. This should be 
enough information so that anyone can 
know how to get his money’s worth. One 
important point, however, is that custom 
upholstery and top work result in a hand- 
made product. The quality and taste of 
that product depend upon the man who 
does the work. Before buying seats, tops, 
or any work, it is best that the prospective 
purchaser inspect the upholsterer’s past 
work. There are many top-notch men in 
the business, but there are also a few “rag 
pickers” who do not care about quality. 
If the car owner will pick his workman 
with care, the upholstery or top should 
leave nothing to be desired in appearance, 
and should last a long, long time. 

—Robert L. Behme 
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Here it is! The exciting NEW Sports Car Sensation 

. “BIG EYE” Headlite Rims that will give your 
car that new, modern look! Easy to install in a 
few minutes with no holes to drill. Can be used E 


as replacements for old, dented or rusted rims. 


Specify year and make of car. 


% Gives sensational, racy look to old 
cars and new cars! 
Gleaming triple plate chrome gives 
that rich, glamorous look! 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Rush your order NOW to: 


FUR SALES, Dept. MT 


1031 East 63rd St. Year. 
Chicago 37, Ill. Make 
of Car. 


d find $. in (J check, 1 cash, 
(0 money order, for. pairs of Chrome 
“Big Eye'’ Headlite Rims at $5.95 per pair 


postpaid. (j Send C.0.D.—1 will pay postage. 


Buick ....... 1949-52 1941-50 
Cadillac ....1948-49 oa 1947-52 Name. 
Chevrolet . . .1949-52 
Chrysler ....1949-50 Nash ....... 49-52 
De Soto ..... 1949-53 Oldsmobile 1948-50 
Dodge ...... 1949-53 Plymouth . 1949-53 
1948-52. City. State. 


miles without 
BRAKE-LIFE 


15,000 miles 
with BRAKE-LIFE 


Shoe with BRAKE-LIFE hardly worn. 
Untreated shoe must be re-lined. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
Your money refunded immediately if you 
are not completely satisfied. Return 
empty can within 15 days for full refund. 
Guaranteed not to contain anything 
harmful to brakes or parts. 


DEALERS INQUIRE 


MIRACLE COMPOUND SAVES $$$ AND LIVES 
Fisher's BRAKE-LIFE available after 5 years testing. Will save you money, may 
save your LIFE. BRAKE-LIFE is a new metallic compound that impregnates lin- 
ings.: Stops fade — reduces heat — prevents drum scoring — gives smooth positive 
braking under any conditions. Water, grease and fluid proofs your brakes. 

OLD BRAKES MADE BETTER THAN NEW. If your brakes are half- 
worn you can make them better than new with BRAKE-LIFE. $3.95 worth of 
material can save you up to $35.00. Same effective action as on new material. 
Get up to 30,000 miles MORE out of those old brakes. Lasts the life of the lining. 
CLUTCH LININGS, TOO. BRAKE-LIFE will double the life of your clutch 
facing. Reduce heat—prevent glazing — stop chatter and jerking —reduce slipping. 
Insure your clutch with BRAKE -LIFE. 

DO IT YOURSELF. Just paint it on — that's all. No long lay-up for your car. 
Exclusive BRAKE-LIFE formula lets you finish the job and drive away in 45 minutes. 


j CAR-LIFE SUPPLY CO. j 
Only 4756 S. Central Ave., L.A. 11, Calif. Dept. MT-4 


Enclosed lease find $ 
$395 of 


cans of BRAKE-LIFE postpaid. | will return | 
postpaid 


| the empty can within 15 days for a full refund 
if not completely satisfied. ! 


More 

than enough 
for passenger 
or race car. 


| Address 


Name 


State. 


>< Dazzling drag machine 


HOT ROD 


Zero to 140 MPH in 9 seconds! 


>}. New Chevy Conversion story by Francisco in the great 


May Issue of HOT ROD on your newsstand April 15th 
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MAIL OROER PRICES! 


Savings on. on 


AUTOMOTIVE ITEMS 


Chrome Luggage Carrier 
Durable %” triple chrome plated alloy steel 
“2 tubular frame. 42” long x 

36” wide. Fits all 
cars. Complete with 
straps, clips and rub- 
ber suction 5 
cups. Easy 549° 
to assemble. 

Packed in box 42x10x3” for easy storage 


Gyro-Matic Skid Control 
the new miracle 
skids, 


Packed with “Moly,” 
lubricant — Controls 
traction, 


Maintains 


2 


car frame. 
Reg. $39.95 


FLARED FENDER SKIRTS 
Custom built, heavy 


gauge steel, durable, 
concealed rubber 


beading, fi 

tight. 

to install. pr. 
Chrome Headlight 


Shields 


Highly polished stainiess sieel 
shield. Stops headlight glare. 


Fits sii BOE pr. 
Triple Chrome Plated 
CARBURETORS 


Only the finest parts used, cus- 
tom _ assembled to meet most 


Finest 


$4975 
Ex. 10” 


PLASTIC CAR COVERS 


Size 13%’ x 20’ covers car completely. Comes in 
clear, maroon, green and blue colors. 


Ci 


wm aim, 


25e brings you 100 pages 
packed with values! Unusual, 
new, original—at tremendous 
savings. BONUS—WE INCLUDE 
VOUCHER WORTH $1 ON 


YOUR FIRST $10 ORDER. 


Enclosed is cash money order. 

Add 3% sales tax for California. 

Send me 

Quantity Item 

Chrome Top Carrier 

Gyro Master Skid Control 

Fender Skirts 

Chrome Headlight Shields 

Carburetor 

Plastic Car Covers 

100 Page Catalog (includes $1 
voucher per above) 


Total 
Please specify car, model, year when ordering. 


Address. 


City 


AUTOMOTIVE 
PRODUCTS 


>X NUMBER 7724 GEL 
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european 


What fo look for in 1953 
racing from France and Italy 


By Giinther Molter 


TALY: BEFORE THE 1953 GRAND 
PRIX season begins in Europe, we should 
examine a racing car which will probably 
contest the Ferrari’s reputation as champion 
on the European circuits. It is the new Mas- 
erati Formula II car, built in Modena like 
the Ferrari, and at this writing preparing for 
its first duel of the year with the Ferrari, at 
the Argentine Gran Premio in Buenos Aires 
on January 18. (Ferraris, driven by Ascari, 
Villoresi, and Hawthorn, came in first, sec- 
ond, and fourth; Gonzalez and Galvez 
brought Maseratis in third and fifth—Ed.) 
Racing circles are talking about en- 
gineer Colombo’s switching from Alfa 
Romeo to Maserati. He is the designer of 
the world-famous “Alfetta” (1938) which he 
developed after the war into the Alfa Romeo 
Type 159-A and which twice won the auto- 
motive world championship. . . . Colombo 
has developed the Maserati to such a point 
that it presents an extremely serious 
challenge to Ferrari. The rear axle of the 
Maserati, its traditional weak point, deserves 
special consideration. The new model has a 
stronger rear wheel suspension, plus tubular 
radius rods connecting the differential with 
the side frame supports. To improve torque 
resistance, a heavy tubular crossmember has 
been built in between radiator and engine. 
The brakes are more effective, too. . . . Do 
you remember when Gonzalez had to con- 
cede the victory in the Italian GP in Sep- 
tember °52 because the small fuel capacity 
of the Maserati necessitated an additional re- 
fuel stop, whereas Ascari was able to drive 
through without having to refuel? Now Co- 
lombo has coped with the problem by install- 
ing a larger tank which permits the Maserati 
to run more than three hours on one tank- 
ful. Last but not least, Colombo has raised 
the rpm of the engine, which at the begin- 
ning of ’52 peaked at only 6500 rpm but now 
reaches 8600 rpm. This has definitely in- 
creased engine performance: the six-cyl- 
inder model now delivers 200 hp at 8000 
rpm. The form of the combustion chamber 
is rather interesting. Seen from the rear, it 


Two Argentine speedsters, Gonzales (left) 


and Fangio talk over a problem at Albi 


Austere cockpit of new Formula 2 Maserati 


has unusual central shift with gate 


is semi-circular; from the side, it tapers off. 
The compression ratio of the new Mas- 
erati is 15:1. Then, too, the “mén of Mo- 
dena” are presently working with the new 
synchronization developed by Ferry Porsche. 

. The new Maserati will probably be driv- 
en in the rest of this year’s races by the Ar- 
gentine Gonzales, the Italian Felice Bonetto 
(if he is fully recovered from his recent 
crash by then) and by the well-known Ar- 
gentine campionissimo and ex-world cham- 
pion Juan Manuel Fangio. I believe we can 
expect a dramatic racing season from these 
indications. . . . But Colombo is still not 
satisfied. He is also working on a two-liter 
Maserati sports car, which now delivers 
165 hp and which is going to have a light 
streamlined body. And the introduction of a 
three-liter sports car is planned for this year. 
Now we shall see what will be prepared be- 
sides Alfa Romeo’s “flying disc” (whose per- 


‘formance curves we shall soon publish)... . 


I've just received some performance fig- 
ures on the Lancia Aurelia B-22, newest 
representative of the world-renowned marque. 
The two-liter engine now delivers 90 hp at 
5000 rpm. Displacement is 1991 ce (121.45 
cu. in.), maximum torque is 104.4 foot 
pounds, compression ratio 7.8:1; the carburet- 
or is the large Weber DCF 5 twin. The fae- 
tory announces a top speed of 99.2 
mph. The increased engine performance 
essentially is the result of the following 
changes: larger carburetor, larger and im- 
proved intake and exhaust, a different cam- 
shaft, larger valves, and a different combus- 
tion chamber. The body of the B-22 is wider 
and higher. The brakes were adopted from 
the Type B-20 Gran Turismo, as were the 
6.4x15.6 special racing tires. The new Lancia 
will surely match the Alfa Romeo 1900. 


FRANCE: Gordini is said to be plan- 
ning to run two of his six-cylinder cars 
at Indianapolis; I have been unable to get 
a confirmation. | also hear that the displace- 
ment of the small, super-light Gordini will 
be boosted further. Is the Indianapolis car 
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to be a prototype of the new Formula I, which 
becomes valid in 1954? (It permits engines 
up to 2.5 liters [152.5 cu. in.] unsupercharged 
and 750 ce [45 cu. in.] supercharged.) Gor- 
dini will also equip one of his cars with a 
new three-liter (183.06 cu. in.) engine for a 
formula-free race in Argentina. Moreover, 
news circulates that Gordini has an eight- 
cylinder, three-liter sports engine in 
preparation, and here I shall offer a predic- 
tion that with the Alfa “flying disc,” the new 
three-liter Maserati, a new Gordini, and the 
Mercedes 300-SL and the Ferrari of still 
higher performance, sports-car races will en- 
joy an enormous revival completely apart 
from the bitter contests into which they 
evolve. Therefore, I’m eagerly awaiting the 
Mille Miglia, Le Mans, Spa-Francorchamps, 
the 620-mile Nurburgring circuit and, finally, 
the fourth Pan-American road race. . . . The 
French firm of Deutsch-Bonnet, famed 
for its sports cars and Formula III racing 
cars, has developed a fine aerodynamic 
sports car from the small Renault rear en- 
gine. The two-seater, constructed with the 
aid of the aerodynamics expert Dupuis, has 
a chassis similar to the D-B sports car de- 
rived from Panhard components. The chassis 
has been turned 180 degrees, an arrange- 
ment suitable for the rear engine; the body 
with its side air vents, smooth aerodynamic 
lines, and curved, sharply slanting wind- 
shield is streamlining at its best. The wheel- 
base of the new D-B sports car is somewhat 
extended as compared with the Renault 4 
CV; the suspension, on the other hand, is 
harder. The 750-cc car should have gone 
into production by now and should run in 
more and more competitions this year. Per- 


Here is a rare picture of the two-liter, 
six-cylinder Gordini. Note clean design 


formance figures on this new D-B midget 
are not yet available. 

GERMANY: The German automotive in- 
dustry has been quiet since VW reduced the 
price on its standard model to $1056 and 
Ford brought out the M-12 as a simpler and 
substantially cheaper version of the stock 
Ford Taunus 12. . . . It seems as though 
everyone is preparing for the great auto- 
motive exposition to be presented March 
19-29 in Frankfurt. More new models are 
expected. Opel will shortly open a new die 
works, which alone confirms the belief that 
the Opel will appear with new bodies. 
The DKW and its two-cycle engine are being 
talked about. Daimler-Benz denies every re- 
port on new models rumored for presentation 
at this time. But I still believe Mercedes 
will surprise us this fall with several inno- 
vations: perhaps a Diesel engine which accel- 
erates better, a new four-liter, or even a new 
body form. . 
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LOOK FOR 
THIS 
EMBLEM! 


it’s the sign of your official PORTER AU- 
THORIZED DEALER. He stocks a complete line 
cf PORTER Exhaust Products — Singles, Duals, 
Headers, Accessories — everything you need 
to give your car up to 33% more power — 
17% better gas mileage! 


Drop in and see him today. If you don’t 
know the name and address of your nearest 
PORTER AUTHORIZED DEALER, we'll be glad 
to mail it to you, along with free information 
about PORTER products. Ask for folder 1005. 


“First In Mufflers For Nearly A Quarter-Century” 


PORTER MFG. CO., Inc. 


11820 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 


Yew SUDS - O - MATIC 
CAR WASHER 


COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN 
SUDS EJECTOR 


Den" t wet your car 
ash it clean with 


| Water Alone 
Won't Wash 
Your Car! 


float dirt and grime off 
a car in less than 10 


<——4 Ft. tonc—o 


SOLD ON 100% 
MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


@ button for a 


Press 
New 1953 model has features never before moran powerful flow of rich 
porated in one washer! Built in Suds Ejec suds . release, and 
rustproof featherlight aluminum handle Bey 4’ clear water rinses 
long. Lust-R- — plastic brush head that defies your car! Leaves it 
eakage .. . all brass couplings that last a life- shiny as the day it 
time. Extra el Bae of soft Morlon bristles left the showroom. 
(¥J can’t mat, shed, or tangle. All you do is guide it 

. . Suds-O- Matic gently soaps, soaks, scrubs, R. V. REED, noted 
—— washes, and rinses away dirt like magic. Ideal Soantee ey 
for cleaning windows, walls, screens. No danger- Cash 
ous ladder . . . no messy pails. Shipped POSTPAID cally. wash them- 

i or C.O.D. pius postage. Money back if not de- selves.'’ 

i lighted. Order Today. 
: PR p 1242 60 R DETRO 


RILEY FIRST AGAIN... 


To give YOU the BEST DEAL in V8 CAMS for ALL cars 


SEMI — THREE QUARTER — FULL — SUPER RACE 
A NEW Ford V8 Cam with ANY GRIND $25.00 
YOUR Cam REGROUND (SEMI or 3%4 on used cams) $18.00 


We will DUPLICATE your PRESENT Ford V8 RACING Cam 
at ABOVE PRICES, YOU TO SUPPLY A GOOD SAMPLE 
CAM. ALL other V8 CAMS $25.00 Plus Price of Cam. 


RILEY'S CAMS CARBURETORS AND HEADS ARE RECORD BREAKERS SINCE 1919 
George Riley & Co., 4556 Floral Dr., Los Angeles, Cal. 


Sixty-nine 
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CAUTION 


The phenomenal success and 


acceptance of COP-SIL-LOY | 


appears to have lured imi- 
tators. We do not know 
whether those currently at- 
tempting the manufacture of 
the imitations, now offered, 
have proceeded in ignorance 
of the fact that domestic and 
foreign patent applications 
on Cop-Sil-Loy are pending. 
To the motorist we say, “Be- 
fore using any brake treat- 
ment currently offered, find 
out whether or not such 
brake treatment has under- 
gone actual tests and will 
perform as advertised. 
Cop-Sil-Loy was withheld 
from the general market for 
two years while the most ex- 
tensive tests were undergone 
in order to determine the de- 
gree to which the use of Cop- 
Sil-Loy would benefit auto- 
motive brakes. Nothing can 
duplicate the performance of 
Cop-Sil-Loy treated brakes. 
This has been proven in lab- 
oratory, dynamometer and 
road tests. 

We are ready, willing and 
able to protect the invasion 
or violation of our rights in 
Cop-Sil-Loy, and infringe- 
ments of our rights will not 


be tolerated. 


Manufactured exclusively by 


Executive Offices 


1595-97 Cross Roads of the World 
Hollywood 28, Calif, 
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Classic Comments 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 


AST MONTH in this column we offered 
a year’s free subscription to the first 
person who answered the following ques- 
tion correctly—can you name the Detroit 
manufacturer (still in business today) 
which built an eight-wheeled passenger 
vehicle? Though we received more than 
200 replies naming the Octoauto, as we 
go to press we have received only one 
letter with the correct answer. 
Reader Ben Chinitz of Chinitz Motors, 
Atlantic, Iowa, says: “This car was a 


Hudson 1932 model. I have saved the en- 
closed picture (see cut) for 21 years, 
having cut it out of a motor magazine of 
1932. At the time I thought I’d save it 


as being an unusual car . . .” It certainly 
is unusual. The car was built especially 
for use by the Japanese Imperial Army. 
On level road the rare vehicle travelled 
on four wheels only, while the four middle 
wheels came into play on rougher terrain. 

Since our space is necessarily limited 
this month, we are going to devote the 
rest of this column to delve into the 
mail bag and answer some of your ques- 
tions. 

To Vrest Orton of Vermont. Your car 
(we won’t mention the name here) is a 
classic. It is a fine classic. Don’t spoil it 
by hopping it up. This reminds us that 
at the risk of incurring the wrath of dyed- 
in-the-wool fans it is our opinion that the 
classicism inherent in a given vehicle re- 
mains undestroyed after a slight amount 
of modification aimed at greater accelera- 
tion, top speed, or economy. 

Powerplant modification is often neces- 
sary for various reasons, though I am well 
aware of the view that if a car is a true 
classic, its performance upon proper res- 
toration will be satisfactory, and of the 
companion view that if original limits 
of a car are exceeded by modification, 
then the car is no longer a true classic. 
Along the same lines R. L. Booten of 
Arizona writes that it is almost sacri- 
legious to customize a classic. Much can 
be said for and against this view; a more 
complete discussion will follow in a fu- 
ture article. 

May we again remind our readers that 
should you have pictures of good classics, 
or know of cars that have been restored 
or preserved in good condition, we wel- 
come an opportunity to examine their 
merits . . . of course, with the possibility 
of their publication in this column. 


Automobile 


DESIGN BOOKS 


E HI-SPEED INTERNAL COMBUSTION 
ath ed) by Sir Harry R. Ricardo $11.00 
rewritten by Ricardo this foremost book on 

ESIGN obsoletes older editions. Partial con- 
tents:—Combustion; Heat Distribution; Combustion Cham- 
ber & Mechanical Design; Efficiency; Pistons & Piston 
Cooling; Cylinder Wear; Research; etc. 432 pages. 227 
Illustrations. THE BEST! 


AUTOMOBILE CHASSIS DESIGN....................$7.50 
The most complete DESIGN book yet. Frame; “‘Suspen- 
sion; Steering; Axles; Brakes; Transmissions; Stress & 
General Layout all thoroly discussed. 


THE MOTOR VEHICLE. $8.50 
Covers automotive fundamentals from the design stand- 
point. An essential book for the amateur designer as it 
strikes a happy medium between theory & practice. 
Covers: @ Engine Construction Details & Balance @ Su- 
percharging & fuels @ Cooling @ Clutches @ Gear Box 
@ U-joint @ Rear Axle @ Brakes @ Steering @ Inde- 
pendent Suspension, etc. 590 pages. 528 illustrations, 


Other Motoring Books 


MOTOR ROAD TESTS OF 1952 CARS............ $1.50 
Road Tests by the British Motor Magazine of 29 Ameri- 
can, British, Italian & German makes. The most com- 
plete unbiased performance reports available to the 
public anywhere. INDISPENSABLE FACTS FOR ALL IN- 
TERESTED IN 1952 CAR PERFORMANCE. 


CAR DRIVING AS AN ART $3.00 
For beginner or expert this book will prove that 
Driving 1S AN ART & one which must be practiced 
for perfection. Learn to drive in— @ Traffic @ Rain 
@ ice @ Snow @Fog, etc. A chapter on DRIVING 
FOR PERFORMANCE is alone worth the book’s price. 


YOU CAN DRAW CARS... by Bill Jenks....$2.50 


Tells how to put your dream car ideas on paper to look 
like something that can be built. Thoroly covers the 
subject from sketch to finished — Anyone who 
has used a pencil with the thot of drawing a car will 
want this fine book. 


Send for FREE 1953 Catalog—300 Titles 


AUTOBOOKS 


2708-T Magnelia Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 


tHe GOTHA co. 


DUAL EXHAUST MANIFOLD 


Use a GOTHA EXHAUST ‘ 
FITTING for “splitting” 
in-line manifolds and 
= uw can be sure of: less 
ackpressure (note stream- 
lined neck opening) a 
crack and leakproof welded 
joint (made of cast iron) 
easier installation (long narrow neck fits all 

popular manifolds) and excellent appearance of 
in use on Chev., 
y vicks, Pon on etc. 
Mail charge 35 cents. $3.75 

DUAL INTAKE MANIFOLDS 
KITS FOR ALL CARS 


Now! Make your own at a small fraction of 
the usual cost with a GOTHA CARB RISER KIT 
and your present stock intake manifold. Simply 
notch manifold and weld or braze carb risers 
in place. Kits include two risers, one blank 
flange, and illustrated directions plus drawings. 
2 bolt kits for all single throat carbs $5.95. 
3 bolt kits for all Ford V-8s and Mercurys $7.50. 
Mailing charge 40c. 


lf your dealer can’t supply you we'll 
handle your Please add 
mailing 


MAIL ORDERS 


THE GOTHA CO. 


15423-C4 Center Ave., Harvey, Illinois 
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Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page 16) 


firm for the manufacture of a new V-8 head 
with double overhead cams. This accessory 
is based upon the Indy race car reported 
previously. It is hard to conceive that so 
potent a speed tool would be used in any- 
thing but a competition-type sports wagon. 

Willys wants it to be known that it is 
in no way associated with the building 
of the “Wildfire.” In a special statement 
to the press, the company has this to say 
about magazine and newspaper coverage 
given the car: 

“The Wildfire has been misrepresented 
in numerous instances as the product of 
Willys-Overland Motors, Inc. While this 
racy sports model is, in fact, built on a 
Willys chassis, and is powered by a Willys 
engine, the truth is that Willys is, in no way, 
the car’s sponsor . . .” 

Just as we were going to press we re- 
ceived information on the new 1953 Nash 
Rambler. The Country Club hardtop con- 


vertible is shown in the cut above. Styled 
by Pinin Farina, leading European custom 
body builder, the new Rambler line reflects 
continental design. The continental rear tire 
mount is standard equipment on the con- 


vertible and Country Club models. Besides 
these two body types, a station wagon com- 
pletes the series. Dual-Range Hydra-Matic 
transmission is available for the first time 
as optional equipment on all models. 
Rumors continue to circulate that 
there will be a merger between Willys- 
Overland and Kaiser-Frazer. As we go 
to press, there is no definite word, but the 
Willys-Overland board of directors was meet- 
ing to discuss the possibility. At this time 
it appears that it will go through. The new 
company will be set up as follows: Willys- 
Overland will be taken over by Kaiser Manu- 


facturing Co., a subsidiary of Kaiser-Frazer. 


Willys officials, however, will run the com- 
pany. By the time this issue is on the news- 
stands, it should be decided, although com- 
pany spokesmen are keeping mum. On the 
stock market front, Willys-Overland securi- 
ties have shown considerable activity in the 
past weeks, 

Confirming our rumor published in 
this column some time ago, Jaguar re- 
eently announced the availability of 
a Borg-Warner automatic transmission. 
It will be the only imported automobile on 
wide general sale in U.S. to make this im- 
portant addition to driving comfort. First 
automatic transmission Jaguar cars will be 
shown at all major cities. 

—Harry Cushing 
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Chrome on brass bolts 
and fittings — lucite panels 
Works with top up or down with curtains in 
place or not — install yourself in 20 minutes 


Send $3 # 50 pair postpaid 


or will ship C.O.D. Free catalogue 
If not ordering send 25¢ for wholesale and retail catalogue 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


BOX MT 3086 CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


BEAUTY FLARE FENDER SKIRTS 


Model 2F fits 1949-50-51 FORDS 


$13.95 
$14.95 


Model 2M fits 1949-50-51 MERCURY. 


2F FORD 2M MERCURY 
THE SKIRT WITH THE FLARE FOR BEAUTY 


For Your New Illustrated Catalog Send 50c 


STAR AUTOMOTIVE CO. 
13233 SO. ALAMEDA ST., M-4, COMPTON, CALIF. 


_25% deposit on all orders. Prices F.O.B. Compton—C.O.D. char, 
XS add 3% sales tax in Calif. 


Up to 100% More 


SPEED+ MILEAGE 


from Your Car with 


new HOT ROD Manual! 
Amazing new book tells how to double the ores and mileage of your carl 
zing Plans—Speed Tuning. Tells how to build 
RISK —— trial. Upon arrival | will pay 


@ MONEY-SAVING instructions on building inex- 
pensive Superchargers! Dual Manifolds! Wa- postman $1.98 plus postage and C.O.D. charges. 
f | am not satisfied | | may return in 7 days for - 


bal ter injectors! High Compres- 
sion Heads! Dual Mufflers! 


Over 200 illustrations. Get only to include—WITH- 
your copy of Speed & y o 
MILEAGE Manual n-o-wl $ Name 
— ™ 5 BONUS GIFTS GIVEN . Addr 
Power Digest City 


2. Equipment Catalog 
@ 3. Gas Saving Booklet 
4. “Customizing” Plans 
5. Race Car Emblem 


7-Day NO-RISK 


[CISAVE MORE! If you send $1.98 with coupon, we 
pay postage chgs. Same money-back guarantee. 
ALMQUIST ENGINEERING @ Milford 42-T, Pa. 
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ELECTROMATIC 
GLARE SHIELD 


Stop blinding headligh 
Electromatic Glare 
tionary new 
simply hi 


hie! 
button on 


95 


not open car. 
includes: 


Complete 


use 
hood, 


@ SOLENOID 
@ HARDWARE @ CABLE & SHIELD 


MAIL COUPON NOW! 


Cc. & H. SALES CO. 
2176 E. Colorado St., Pasadena 8, Calif. 
Rush Electromatic Glare Shield Kit. 


Enclosed find Check Money Order 
oc.o. 50% Deposit. 


lare with the new 
Kit. This revolu- 

device electrically by 
the 


@ RELAY & SWITCH 


CLYMER HELMETS 
REAL PROTECTION 


POPULAR WITH RACING MEN 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


provides 

. Heavy cork to reduce shock. 

Thick sponge rubber. 

Cross straps rest on top of driver's head, 

. Leather lining inside for support and 
comfort. 


immediate Delivery 


1. Duralumin great 


ORDER NOW! (White finish only) 
GIVE YOUR HAT SIZE WHEN ORDERING 


LYMER MOTO 
1268 S. MT-4, Los 6, Calif. 


ACK HOME IN INDIANA, where 
Herb Shriner grew up, the words 
Cord and Duesenberg were known to all. 
Perhaps the cars took on even more glam- 
our for being built so close to home. 

Be that as it may, Herb’s first car was 
not one of these fabled chariots, but a 
homely Star with no body. When Herb 
really hit his stride theatrically, he would 
make up for time lost with some of the 
most glamorous cars ever seen. 

Proof that he has done so will be avail- 
able to the public again this year, when 
his Second Annual International Motor 
Sports Show opens at Grand Central Pal- 
ace in New York, to run from April 4-12. 

From Paris will come such cars as the 
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International 


MOTOR SPORTS SHOW 


Many rare customs, sports cars and 
foreign cars to be featured at Herb 
Shriner’s automobile show in N.Y.C. 


The founder of the International Motor Sports Show towers over both the biggest and 
the smallest inhabitant of his garage, the depression-born Corsair and postwar Playboy 


Hotchkiss-Gregoire, the Gordini, and 
(with luck) the glass-tailed Socema gas- 
turbine car that so electrified the Paris 
automobile show. 

Examples of current European coach- 
work will include cars designed by Ghia. 
Farina, Vignale, Bertone, and Touring. 
Vignale is responsible for two of the 
show’s biggest attractions. One is on the 
latest Ferrari V-12 chassis. It has a five- 
speed gearbox and will turn 124 mph. The 
other Vignale specialty is the Cunningham 
Continental coupe, representing $10,500 
worth of real American sports car. 

Pinin Farina is sending a jet-nosed Lan- 
cia Aurelia V-6, an experimental model 
that will be quantity-produced and ex- 


This Michelotti-designed Vignale Gordini shares its chassis with the racing type 
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Three more samples of the sort of thing 
you'll see at the Second Motor Sports Show 


Both the Ferraris above are by Michelotti, 
as is the Latinized Jaguar XK-120 below 


ported to this country in the near future. 
It is a unique combination of European 
and domestic features. 

The Healey Hundred, the Austin-Hea- 
ley hybrid sports car to be priced between 
the MG and the Jaguar XK-120, will 
appear for the first time in the U.S. Its 
go hp engine will do 1o5 mph and give 
25 mpg with the aid of overdrive. 

The classics and the one-of-a-kind cars 
that attracted so much attention at last 
year’s show will be there again, among 
them Herb’s remarkable Phantom Corsair. 
“Cars of the Stars” will again feature 
celebrities’ unusual cars. 

Long ago the electric became an old 
lady’s car and then disappeared altogether. 
At last its supporters are vindicated: At 
the show there is a 1953 electric, but this 
one isn’t just the thing for Grandmother. 
It is reported to accelerate from 0 to 100 
mph within 300 feet. 

If you want to see the convertaplane 
that becomes a helicopter at will, the 60 
pound one-man helicopter that straps to 
your back, the stretched MG that holds 
five, this is the place. And that’s only 


bears the MG crest and looks 
like a part of your carburetor. 
Easily installed. Highly pol- 
ished cast aluminum with a 
knitted mesh filter. 
Guarantees better breathing 
for any MG engine. Further 
information upon request. 


7 products company 
x 1702-4 $0. FLOWER ST. @ LOS ANGELES 15 
WROME-PLATED AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALTIES 


last! CAP FOR SPORTSCAR ENTHUSIASTS 


4 Sportscar 
Cap 


A fine fur felt, weighing only one 
ounce, to protect your eyes from the 
sun and your hair from the wind. 
No seams: cap and visor made com- 


Your choice of five smart colors: Vicuna (cam- ’ 1 
pletely in one piece. 


els hair), Yale Blue, Gold (beige), Bright Red, 
and Hunter Green. In regular hat sizes, 634 to ’ 
or Small, Medium or Large. Satisfaction LEHRMAN 


eed. 
mneng 1650 Vine at H’wood BI., H’wood 28, Calif. 


95 Gentlemen: Please send ...... ML Sports- 
0 - D ig R - Y M A | L! car Caps @ $5.95 each, postpaid. 
Send cash, check or money order to ; Enclosed (Cash [Check [0M.O. 
1650 Vine at Hollywood Blvd. s 


the beginning of a long list. 
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Original Foreign Car A tte va or 


@®@FENDER MIRRORS 
Y FOREIGN CAR °4% inch dia. convex glass 


@ All chrome finish 

® Streamlined pillar and foot 

| ENTHUSIASTS @ Universal fitting for either 

left or right front fender $4.95 


@®@HANDLE SPOT LIGHTS 
@ Super heavy chrome finish 
@ Bail joint—mounted 
@ Available for left & right hand fitting 
@ Adjustable focus—12 volt (6 volt also available) 
@ Designed to fit modern sloping chrome windshield frames or windshield posts 
434" dia. $17.95 and 6” dia. $21.95—Bulb, flex and dashboard switch included 


by 


Vilém B. Haan SOLE U. S. DISTRIBUTOR 
P. O. BOX 54 BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 
Write For Free Illustrated Catalogue 
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DISCOUNT 
Subscription offer 
in first issue... 
SAVE 4! 
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AIR LIFTS are Winners—where the going’s tough 
and stability really counts 


When stability on curves and positive control are needed 
at high speeds, Air Lifts are the answer. The winners in 
such famous races as Mexico’s Pan American and the 
“Southern 500” drove Air Lift equipped cars. ° 


With Air Lifts in your front coil springs you too will 
enjoy safe, easy steering on any road at any speed. You'll 
appreciate the way they protect your life, car, suspen- 
sions and tires. Air Lifts are economical, easy to install, 
guaranteed. 


See your dealer today or write to: 


AIR LIFT COMPANY 


2330 W. MAIN ST. LANSING, MICH. 


£99 


COMING 
SOON! 


WATCH 
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SELL ’N’ SWAP 


wirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and —e first come, first served; 
we reserve the right = jit where necessary; we 


ore not ponsib ‘or y of descriptions, 
although we will reject any misleading statements. 
advertisers. 


This service is not open to commercia 
No ads will be pted if poy is not made in 
advance and such communications will not be ac- 
knowledged. Address your request to Sell ‘N’ Swap. 
The charge is two dollars per insertion—Editor. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE! Only one CAR may be 
listed in any single Sell ‘N’ Swap insertion. This 
limitation will not apply to parts, catalogs, etc. 
WANTED-Stutz Four; any year, model, condition, 
whether complete or not. W Edwards, 839 Marsh 
Rd., Menlo Park, Calif. 

SELL—First place Oakland Roadster Show winnner, 
channeled ‘32 Ford roadster, photos top page 25 
in May ‘52 H.R.M. With or without engine, best 
offer tokes. G. Crosby, Rt. 1, Box 108, Bishop, Calif. 
WANTED-—$20 reward for information leading to 
purchase in California in Oct. ‘53 of late Cadillac 
or ‘52 Lincoln with conventional three-speed trans- 
mission. A. Lamb, 1477 Alencastre St., Honolulu, 
Hawaii. 

WANTED—Correspondence on repowering the Lin- 
coln Continental with Cadillac, Chrysler, Lincoln 
V-8, etc., and resulting performance. Ens. R. Carl- 
son, USS Oriskany (CVA-34), FPO San Francisco. 
WANTED—Mechanics shop service manual for ‘39 
Packard Super Eight, model 1703. W. Blythe, Rt. 1, 
Box 267A, Lodi, Calif. 

WANTED—‘29 Essex 80, boat-tailed, roadster with 
wire wheels and rumble seat. Must be restored or 
restorable, send photos and price. B. Gillilan, 824 
24th St. S., Ariington, Va. 

SWAP —’37 Chevroiet coupe in good shape for ‘50 
or ‘51 Crosley Hot Shot or Super conv. in good 
shape. Must be within 50 mi.es. G. Coffey, 1407 
Eleventh Ave., Gree:ey, Colo. 

SELL—’26 Stanley sedan, desirable last model, six 
existing, four whee! hydraulics, excellent boiler, 
empire slotted burner, beautiful mohair, 16,000 
miles, needs cleanup, origina! throughout, $4000. 
R. Hempel, 944 W. 34th St., Kansas City 2, Mo. 
WANTED-—Information re engine mounts specifica- 
tions, wiring, battery location and any other changes 
made installing FirePower in ‘47 Continental. In- 
terested in wire wheels. 8. Mclane, M.D. 11 
Delavan Ave., Buffalo 15, N.Y. 

WANTED—Mode!l T or other ‘19 or earlier auto, 
reasonable price. Have Peerless honeycomb radiator 
for T in original crate. Seil or swap. S. Leavitt, 375 
Oakwood Ave., West Hartford, Conn. 
WANTED—Unrestored avto not later than ‘15. Will 
pay cash. C. Mueller, 515 Reed Ave., Akron 1, Ohio. 
WANTED—Restored or mechanically sound open car, 
‘15-'32. Only Eastern replies desired. If possible en- 
close picture and complete details. R. Black, 
Ashland Dr., RD No. 6, Greensburg, Pa. 

SELL—'38 Packard V-12 four-door, seven-passenger 
limousine, model 1608 by Rollston. Exceptionally 
clean, 76,000 miles, shown by appt. to classic fans 
only, $975. J. Tagliabve, 958 W. 42nd St., Houston 
18, Texas. 

SELL—'49 Buick Century, four-door conv. sedan, 
green leather interior, good tires, entire automobile 
is in fair condition, must have at least $225. Photos 
25c. A. Bartik, 201 N. 2nd St., Allentown, Pa. 
SWAP—'40 Century coupe, Nov. HRM, 2,000 miles 
on engine, want ‘32-'34 B roadster, full race with 
Ardens or blown, Cad or Fire Power engine. T. 
Roche, 1021 E. Fremont, Pocatello, Idaho. 
WANTED—Morris Minor, MG or other small English 
or Continental four-p conv. Should be in 
East, send full particulars first letter. H. Perry, Rt. 
1, Wilmore, Ky. 

SELL OR SWAP—'50 Czech Tatraplan, fair condi- 
tion, high speed car, motor in rear excellent. For 
hot rod, what offers? B. Yourk, 830 D. No., Sask, 
Sask, Canada. 

SELL—'40 Lincoln conv., ‘48 Mercury engine, new 
white top, electric doors, Mallory ignition de- 
chromed, body, tires fair. Trade for later miodel 
club coupe or conv. P. O'Reilly, 2060 Cleveland 
Ave., Columbus 11, Ohio. 

SELL—'19 Dodge sedan, complete with original 
stripings, only about miles, unrestored, but 
oes very little, $250. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, 
rie, a. 

SELL—'25-'26 Willys Knight sedan, will run any- 
where, looks nice, runs good, good rubber, looks 
neat, upholstery, paint good, good for restoration 
or transportation, $100. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, 
Erie, Pa. 

SELL—’35 Chrysler Imperial Airflow club coupe, 
rare model, needs quite a bit of work, $100. R. 
Zacks, P.O. Box 134, Erie, Pa. 

SELL—’39 Graham supercharged conv. sedan, ex- 
tremely rare, might be one-of-a-kind, needs quite 
a bit of work, $100. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, Erie, Pa. 
SELL—'37 Cord unblown sedan, runs, can be driven 
home, needs more work, with extra car for parts, 
—_ for $650 or any parts. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, 
rie, Pa. 

SELL—'34 Pierce Arrow Eight club coupe, distin- 
guished looking, needs quite a bit of work, drove 
1500 miles in it, $350. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, 


Erie, Pa. 
SELL—'22-'23 Packard Eight sedan, high and glassy, 
running every day until we got it, runs good, oo 
solid, needs only paint, drive it anywhere, $150. 
R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, Erie, Pa. 
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GRAND PRIX 
TOUR OF EUROPE 


SPORTS CAR ENTHUSIASTS by Deluxe Motor 
Coach to the principal European Sports Car 
and Racing Classics of the Summer Season. 
Sightseeing in France, Belgium, Holland, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Italy, England and Ireland. 
Visits to Sports Car factories, coach works, 
banquets with local clubs. First class hotels. 


January 1954 Around-the-World 


Leaving New York June 9th via Air France in 
time for the 24 Hour Race at Le Mans and re- 
turning after the Grand Prix of Germany 
August 3rd, with a stop-over for the Dublin 
Horse Show. A shorter tour is available. 


Three weeks in Mexico this November: 
Featuring the Pan-American Road Race 


Fall tour by steamship featuring the London 
and Paris automobile shows, as well as the 
fall Grand Prix events. 


Folder upon request 


Secretaries of Sports Car Clubs, 
write for special folder. 


J. E. MAHON, 


5814 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 36, California 
Phone WEbster 3-7285 


FOR THE BUSINESSMAN 
WHO SHAVES ELECTRICALLY 


A smoother shave in 
half the time with 


SHAVEX 


...inereases power 
and efficiency of your 
shaver up to 60%. 


won use, or how tough your beard— 
ou’ll get a better shave with Shavex 
added. Converts ordinary household 

C current to smoother, stronger DC— 
for faster, closer shaves. 


Simply plug it into wall 
| socket, attach shaver —and 

shave! The first of many 
luxury shaves to come ~ 
or your money back. 


Approved by Bi 
Crosby Research inst 
| If your Electric Shaver Dealer cannot supply | 
you, order direct and send dealer’s name. 
SHAVEX CO., Dept. BW, MT-4, Hollywood 28, Cal. 
Please send_______SHAVEX at $5.95. Check or 
money-order enclosed. Add sales tax in California. 
Nome. 

Address. 


City. Zone. State. 


Dealer’s Name. 


Protect Your Car Finish 
in Any Weather! 


Vingl Plastic 


PORTABLE 


snow, dirt, tree-drippings, etc. Will not 
mildew, crack or peel. Elastic bottom holds 5 


COD, enclosing $1 deposit, balance and 
COD postage on delivery or save the postage, enclosing $15 with 
order PREPAID. Specify color wanted — clear, rose, green of 


blue. 10-day money back guarantee. 


SELL—’31_ Packard Eight roadster, rumbleseat, runs 
like a dream, excellent engine, gears, etc., needs 
upholstery, little sheet metal work, top, $200. R. 
Zacks, P.O. Box 134, Erie, Pa. 
SELL—‘35 Packard Super Eight custom Dietrich conv., 
four-door sedan, engine being completely rebuilt, 
all new parts, excellent paint, rubber, top, leather, 
$600. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, Erie, Pa. 
SELL—‘20 Oldsmobile sedan, completely restored, 
like new, runs fine, paint good, rubber like new, 
can be driven anywhere, $750. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 
134, Erie, Pa. 
SELL—Parts; Franklin, Cord, Lincoln, Packard 12, 
Cadillac 12, Cadillac V-16, Bantam, Austin, also 
access to new gaskets, electrical parts, etc., si 
— needs, many others. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, 
rie, Pa. 
SELL—Old Literature, original factory blueprints, 
etc. on almost all ‘20-'30 trucks, very complete col- 
lection of catalogs, confidential factory information, 
etc. Advise make interested in. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 
134, Erie, Pa. 
SELL—Complete original collection of old-time, 
1900 to date, catalogs of machine tools, machinists 
tools, mill supplies, contractors equipment, etc., 
some before 1900. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, Erie, Pa. 
SELL—’36 Buick conv. sedan, fair condition, as to 
top, engine, body, interior, etc., $200. R. Zacks, 
P.O. Box 134, Erie, Pa. 
SELL—Bantam panel truck, runs good, body above 
average, rebuilt starter and generator, aw $150. 
R. Zacks, P.O. Box 134, Erie, Pa. 
SELL—Speed equipment for Nash Ambassador, in- 
cluding same high-compression head, twin carbu- 
retors, special manifold as used on Nash Healy, 
comes cff ‘51, believe will fit older models. 
Zacks, P O. Box 134, Erie, Pa. 
SELL—’52 MG, yellow with red, custom paint, radio, 
heater, plaid tonneau and tire cover, other extras, 
5590 miles, $1850. W. Van Winkle, Gooseneck 
Point, Little Silver, N.J. 
SELL—’51 Daimler Consort saloon, D. C. Peck’s per- 
sonal car, driven miles, maroon and black, 
rfect condition. Cost $4200, price $2500. G. Nor- 
re: 318 Park Ave., Wilmette, III. 
SELL—‘11 Daimler boat tail touring, excellent me- 
chanical condition, new tires, new top and calfskin 
pholstery just comp d, excellent tour car, needs 
only paint, $2500. G. Norberg, 318 Park Ave., 
Wilmette, Ill. 
SELL OR SWAP—‘52 Ford conv., overdrive, ‘52 


Super Olds engine, continental spare, radio, heater, 
cockpit cover, perfect and beautiful. MG preferred. 
Will offer new car guarantee. B. Davis, c/o Green 
Star Park, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

SELL—19 pairs of Trippe Senior thousand foot beam 
=, will sell for $16.95 pr. ppd. includin 
wire, brackets, switch. R. Winer, 2909 Pennsyl- 
vania, Minneapolis 16, Minn. 

SELL—’36 Auburn supercharged conv. sedan, has 
new engine, top, tires, heavy duty generator, gas 
heater, Mallory coil, etc., red body, silver wheels, 
black top. P. Reed, 2039 Stabler Rd., Akron 13, Ohio. 
SWAP —‘40 Lincoln Continental conv., original black 
paint, Mercury engine. Want Continental hardtop, 
any year, or consider other sports or classic car. 
F. Monroe, 31 San Pablo Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 
SELL OR SWAP-—Late model American car, May- 
bach custom sedan, 140 hp, overhead cam, vacuum 
brakes. C. Browne, 6211 Arroyo Glen, Los An- 
geles 42, Calif. 
WANTED—Old aut bil logs, ‘26 to ‘42 and 
earlier for collection. Will also trade. L. Bott, 3183 
Springbrook, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

SELL—’31 Packard Super Eight sports coupe, rum- 
ble seat. Parts for classic cars, Packard, Cadillac, 
Pierce Arrow, Buick, etc. Embl and ique hub 
caps for sale or swap. C. Taylor, 278 Roseway 
Rd., El Paso, Texas. 

SELL—’38 Cadillac, 60 Special, excellent throughout, 
original paint, new tires, Lifeguard tubes, 73,000 
miles, $425. Mrs. J. Dodd, 1311 Delta Ave., Cin- 
cinnati 8, Ohio. 

SELL—’51 dechromed Ford club coupe with ‘52 
Cadillac engine, overdrive transmission with 3.73 
rear axle, 18, miles on engine, car in perfect 
running condition, $2300. E. Bacsanzi, 5031 Fischer 
Ave., Detroit 13, Mich. 

SELL OR SWAP—‘18 Velie roadster, restorable, sec- 
ond car for parts. Make offer or swap for dual in- 
take manifold and high compression heads for ‘51 
Ford V-8. W. Spriggle, 325 Dayton Ave., John Day, 


Ore. 
SELL—’48 Lincoln Continental hardtop, excellent, 
original, complete, strictly stock, all accessories 
plus chrome underhood. Will trade for nicest car 
offered, large or small, with $1000. R. Shetter, 10 
Race Ave., Lancaster, Pa. 
SELL—’51 Mercury four-door, overdrive, 8/2 Offy 
heads, dual carbs, full Mallory ignition, special 
shocks, inverse oiler, dual electric fuel pumps, 
Equa-Flow exhaust. J. Fuller, 3608 Quentin Rd., 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
WANTED-—Seven-passenger touring car, must be in 
good condition, prefer Pierce Arrow. Send descrip- 
tion and photo if possible. C. Luce, 1620 S.E. 4th 
St., Lauderdale, Fla. 
SELL OR SWAP—'41 Lincoln Continental hardtop, 
one conservative owner prior to me, had car two 
months. Swap for closed Riley, Jaguar, sell at 
cost to me. W. Hart, Midland, Ga. Phone 31109, 
Columbus, 
SELL OR SWAP—'36 Cadillac V-12 conv. coupe, 131 
inch wheelbase, downdraft en- 
gine. body, paint, needs 
uburn ‘32 speedster, ly only, good pe. W. 
Szeeley, 66-B lamara Apts., Savannah, Ga. 


CUSTOM BOOKS 


CUSTOM RESTYLING—Enlaraed 1953 
Edition. Now over 400 photos, sketches, 

terally th ds o' deling ideas. 
Latest model specific changes. Advanced 
scoop, light and grille ideas. 192 pages, 
52” x 842”, $2.00 postage included. 


DRAW CARS OF 
TOMORROW — Custom enthusi- 
asts—don't let the title mis- 
lead you. A terrific source book 
for custom ideas, with a big 
section of professional ad- 
vanced design drawings, (many 

~* suitable for framing) in addi- 
tlon to a great course in car designing and drawing. 
All new, all terrific, all applicable to contemporary 
models. Hottest source of new customizing ideas ever 
offered. 100-lb. paper, 81/2”x11”, $2.00 postage incl. 


CLASSIC CAR BOOKS 


DUESENBERG, THE MIGHTIEST AMERI- 
CAN MOTOR CAR — Standard reference 
for the prince of the Golden Era of the 


classics. Shoulder-straight saga of the . 
Life and Times of an automobile that | > 
was pawn to a lost era. Over 275 
photos, sketches, schematic drawings. 
168 pages, y te boxed. Std. 

$5.00; Deluxe $8.75, postage included. 

AMERICAN ROLLS-ROYCE—Supreme 
reference for Springfield production of 
Name." Reproductions of 12 key 
literature pieces, including catalogs of 
Silver Ghost, Phantom |, Phantom Il. 
Chassis, coachwork, construction 
finesse, mechanical details. 160 graphic 
photos, line drawings. 160 pages, 
x11", boxed. Standard $5.00; 
Deluxe $8.75, postage included. 


THE CLASSIC CORD r Recognized refer- ian 
(Ok 


ence for both L-29 810-12. Never- 
before-published facts, company-secret 
photos, absorbing tales that pin roses 
and call spades, full-scale reproduc- 
tions of nearly every catalog and liter- 
ature piece, mechanical articles, road 
tests, prices, serial numbers, sales by 
states. 250 photos, drawings, sche- ; 
matics. 160 pages, 81/2” x11”, boxed. 

Standard $3.50; Deluxe $7.50, postage included, 


No C.O.D. requests please . oe 


POST MOTOR BOOKS 


BOX 897-M, ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA 


FIX IT YOURSELF! 


Popular Mechanics Magazine has 
just published a new Owners 
Manual covering all 1941 to 1952 
models of Ford cars . .. So 
accurate mechanics use it...so 
simple awoman can u it. 
Save money on your Ford car repairs. Prevent trouble. En- 
joy care-free driving. Increase trade-in value. Ayoid major 
repairs by fixing minor troubles before they get serious. Get 
sparkling performance at all times. Has 272 pages, more than 
350 photos, diagrams, tables, charts, breakdown drawings, 
plus clear, non-technical directions that make all repairs 
simple as A B C. Written by Ed Packer with the assistance 
of the Ford Motor Company. Shows you how to diagnose all 
Ford troubles by feel, sound, sight, smell and performance. 
Simple trouble shooting. Permanent repairs. Emergency 
repairs. Plus, ‘‘How to get value from garages. 


N FY BACK IF IT DOESN’T SAVE 

MORE THAN IT COSTS! 
One minor repair will save the cost ten times over. Read it. 
Then you decide. If you don’t see that you’!l save more than 
the cost, send it back,for refund. SEND NO MONEY. Send 
postcard. Ask for the Ford Manual. Postman will deliver 
C.O.D. for $3.50 plus postage. Or, save postage by sending 
$3.50 with order. Send today. Save its cost on your next repair. 

POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS 

200 E. Ontario, Dept. 16-D, Chicago 11, Illinois 


POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS, Dept. 16-D 
200 E. Ontario St., Chicago 11, Ill. 
Please rush my copy of the Ford Manual at 
$3.50. I may return for full refund if I am 
not fully pleased after inspection. 
(C2 $3.50 enclosed, (0 Send COD 
send postpaid plus postage 


Seventy-five 


prved; A 
tons, 
nents, 
bwap. 
ditor. 
y be 
, ete. 4 tg 
ition, 
Marsh 
inner, 
je 25 
best 
Calif. 
1g to 
slulu, 
ncoln 
Carl- 
cisco. 
tt. 1, 
with } 
dor 
824 
1407 
Six 
viler, | 
»,000 
1000. | 
ifica- 
nges > 
_In- 
OE. 
jiator 
en- 
4 OWN macs 
nger : 
lly matter what make electric shav » 
bile 
lish 
> in | 
Rt. 
ndi- 
For | 
ask, 
de- 
and 
oks | 
| 
GARAGE 
Pa. Heavy gauge plastic protects against rain, : 
= | : 
H 
34, H 
»ve H H 
| 
ORDER TODAY! H 
Spacty make & model car E AUTO T0P ADDRESS. 
H 
Dept. MT-266, 2065 Hampton Bivd., St. Louis 10, Mo. Cnciccnsiesiattsincdeiceeneniddiendananidilitaipeiihdinaaeaaaal 
nd ‘ 
April 1953 


SPEED-POWER 


HUGE 1953 CATALOG 


WRITE FOR BIG 4-COLOR 
PICTURE CATALOG OF 
WORLD'S FINEST SPEED 
EQUIPMENT FOR ALL CARS 
—DUAL MANIFOLDS, RACING CAMS, HEADS, 
HOLLYWOOD MUFFLERS, EXHAUST SYSTEMS, 
CHROME PARTS, ETC. OVER 1000 ITEMS 
TO SAVE YOU MONEY, PLUS... 


"How fo Soup Up Your Car” 


SEND FOR 
SOUPING MANUAL 


Speed Tuning Charts, Etc. 
DISCOUNT COUPONS, GIANT 


DEALERS WRITE! 
All for ONLY 25¢ ppd. 
M 


Se aaa @ 

_LYON WIRE WHEEL DISK” 
LOOKS LIKE A WIRE 
WHEEL . . . CLEANS 
LIKE A SOLID DISK 


This new Lyon wheel is a 
solid stain less steel disk 


to 

wire spokes, with black 
background. The result is 
strikin three-dimension- 
al appearance and licks the old wire wheel 
bugaboos hard-cleaning and high price! 
Cleaned as easily as a windshield, Lyon 
Wire Wheel Disks are the perfect answer to 
the growing demand for wire wheel appear- 
ance. They incorporate the patented Lyon 

of t to the rim, insuring 
firm, perfectly centered fit. 
$20.95 Set of four—F.0.B. Dearborn 


FORD ‘32- ‘53 Wheel Opening Trim 


Glitters—gleams 
to frame wheels 

© Protects the finish 

* Installed in 30 minutes. Drill a few holes. 
No other tools or skill needed. Instruction 
and templates furnished. 

© May be used with fender skirts in place 

* Available for other makes of cars 

When ordering specify front or rear, or both. 


.95 pr. 
Immediate Delivery—25% 
born, 

CALIFORNIA AUTOMOTIVE CCESSORIES 
a for a free price catalogue on speed 
nd custom accessories. Cont. H-1 
25 N. Telegraph Rd., Dearborn, Michigan 


he with 
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CHROME PLATED 


GENERATOR and 
STARTER COVERS 


Here’s an economical, 
mew way to really glam- 
orize the motor of your 
car. Easy to _ install. 


Generator Covers available for: 
Fords and Mercurys 1942-51. 
Chrysler Products 1940-49 
Gen. Motors Products 1940-52. 
Starter Covers available for: 
Fords and Mercurys 1932-48. 


we BEAUTIFUL 
CHROME PLATED 


DURABLE STEEL 
CONSTRUCTION 


we EASY TO INSTALL Specify name of car and year. 
Order Today! MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
Send $4.95 check, cash, money order (ppd.) or 


C.0.D. plus postage to 
FUR SALES, 1031 E. 63rd, Chicago 37, III., 


ealer Inquiries Invited 


Dept. MT 


WANTED—‘34-'37 Cadillac V- 16 front fenders and 
radiator shell, no entire chassis 
less engine, state price, condition, Also want Cad- 
illac D series shop manual. W. Szeele,, 66-B La- 


mara ts., Savannah, Ga. 

Cadillac four cylinder (or early eight, 
n body, any with service- 

a le tires ont West Coast. Di. f° Newman, 

Stanford Hospital, San Francisco, Calif. 

SELL—Used Che-rolet three lobe two-.oil high 


speed distributor, fits ‘37 ‘52 models. $15. J. Kueny, 
7818 16th Ave., Kenosha, Wisc. 

SELL—’30 Cadillac V-8 club coupe, very clean, runs 
like new, good rubber, finish, extremely clean in- 
side, driving it every day, $250. R. Zacks, P.O. Box 
134, Erie, Pa. 

SELL—1500 cc ‘52 Porsche coupe, 15,000 miles, im- 
maculate condition, $3895. W. Kieckhefer, 425 W. 
San Mateo Dr., San Mateo, Calif. 

WANTED—'38 Cadillac V-16, touring body, pre- 
ferred. Engine, appointments and body must be 
in perfect condition, send photo, description and 
asking price. Capt. W. Smartt, 19 Medical Gp., 
APO 334, PM, San Francisco, Calif. 

SELL OR SWAP—Service manuals, spare parts, litera- 
ture, factory parts books on Cord, models 810, 
812, 129, want pictures of Cords. L. Greenlee, 
Box 1036, Anderson, Ind. 

WANTED—'26 Reo Sedan, 

in restorable R. 
Mich. 


in running condition or 
H ble, Box 1107, 


Lansing, 
WAN D—Speedometer or chromatic or regular 
clock, altimeter or any instruments for the J-123 
‘29 Duesenberg. A. Blotti, Box 694-A, Rt. 2, El 
Cajon, Calif. 

SELL—32 V-12 Lincoln ! 
overhauled, will sacrifice for $500" - Blotti, Box 
694-A, Rt. "2, El Cajon, Calif. 

SELL OR SWAP—'32 Ford roadster, featured March 
‘52 HRM, Washington show winner, full mill, 
channeled, excellent condition. Best offer, cash or 
trade. C. Crowther, 4311 Rokeby Rd., Baltimore 


29, Md. 

SELL OR SWAP—For ‘52 Ford magneto McCulloch 
supercharger including all pumps, pulleys, etc. for 
Ford V-8. Also Lincoln Continental V-12 engine 
complete, for condition. W. Case, Mayodau, N.C. 
SELL—’33 V-8 Cadillac, five-passenger sedan, six 
wire wheels, sidemounts, running gear and bod 
perfect. Paint, upholstery fair, everything original, 
very nice $300. R. Rosier, 7721 Grainer Ave., Sun 


Valley, Calif. 

WANTED— ‘48 Mercury soe 150 hp or more, 
A-1 » for i n ‘48 Lincoln Con- 
tinental. price and B. Brooke, 


4242 Harwood Rd., South Euclid 21, Ohio. 
SELL—Two Mallory coils, two Mallory distributors 
for ‘49-‘52 Olds Rocket, one TP Vitameter injector 
for ‘49-'51 Olds V-8, best offer. T. Rose, 1114 
Genesee Ave., Warren, Ohio. 

SELL—’36 Cord 810 sedan, new rubber, transmis- 
sion, drive unit, engine excellent shape, engi 
needs only left head, body very good, asking $800, 
write for info. B. Mezebish, New Milford, Conn. 
SELL OR SWAP—'48 Lincoln Continental conv., im- 
maculate inside and out, 36,000 original miles, 
five new we offers being accepted, color 
po 50¢. . Bartik, 201 N. 2nd St., Allentown, 


SELL OR SWAP—‘14 Model T Ford touring, new 
brass head- 


top, upholstery and side curtains, 
lamps, excellent mechanical condition, for V-12 
Packard speedster or sell outright. T. Oerman, 222 


E. Roosevelt, Wheaton, Ill. 

WANTED—Jowett Javelin or Jupiter in wrecked con- 
dition, eastern location preferred, give details. W. 
Thornley, 525 Clinton, Wyckoff, N.J 

SWAP—Parts for two cars with parts left over, 
includes ‘36 Ford roadster, want new super- 
charged or standard 812 Cord engine. G. Leon, 
Bloomfield, lowa. 

SELL—'32 Ford roadster, original strictly 


stock except 59A block with H.C. full race and 
Weiand 9:1 heads, engine and body con- 
dition, $225. R. pringfield 


Kaess, 219-14-130 Rd. 
Gardens 13, L.I., N.Y. 
SELL—'27 Rolls Royce P-| seven-passenger limousine, 
left hand drive, body by Brewster, in —— 
condition, in fair mechanical di Cc. 
Box 215, P.A.E., Exeter, N.H. 
SELL—Chrome Stromberg 97 carburetor, chrome 
velocity stack, two-bolt manifold carburetor adapter 
with studs and gasket, throttle linkage kit, every- 
thing new, cost $24. 31, sacrifice $18.50. R. Slenker, 
276 N. Franklin St., Delaware, Ohio. 
WANTED—‘15 Ford hood, must be square type with 
louvered side panels, top price for good condition. 
R. Riedy, 2449 Lake St., in Francisco, Calif. 
SELL OR SWAP—'42 Crosley chassis with Ford 60, 


new bearings, rings, etc., ideal for sports car 
conversion. $100 or good used Halibrand quick- 
change recor or N. 


Schneider, Jr., 156 Ackerman Ave., ‘Emerson, N.J. 
SELL OR SWAP—'07 Rauch and Leng electric. = 
sell for best offer over $900, or swap for old ga 
powered in good condition, any make. C. ay 
$33 4th St. N., Lakeview, Ore. 
SELL—’30 Franklin four-door, air cooled six, new 
paint, otherwise original, one new tire and three 
new tubes, others fair, 41,000 miles, ~ yd 
brakes, best offer over $500. G. Griffin, 11 
St., Conway, Ark. 
WANTED-—Auto catalogs and 
30s, many duplicates to 
catalogs wanted. R. 
Hayward, Calif. 


literature 20s and 
to trade and -_ also bus 
Burrowes, 470 Hampton Rd., 


CHROME DASH PANELS 


1941 Ford (2-pc.) dash =— 
1942-48 Ford or 
1941 Ford radio panel... 


LOWERING SHACKLES 
For Ford-Mercury—set of 4 


*_...$1.25 


LOWERING BLOCKS 


$37 


drop) 
consists of 4 U 
bolts and 2 blocks 
(add $1 for 3’ drop) 43 
SPECIFY YEAR AND MAKE OF CAR 


Immed., Delivery. Sond 25% deposit 
with order 


LEO’S SUPPLY = 


ARIZONA'S LARGEST HOT ROD SHOP 
Dept. M-4, 2823 N. Stone Av., Tucson, Ariz. 


Copr. 1952 


STOP THAT 
OIL BURNER: 


GET THAT “NEW CAR” PERFORMANCE WITH 


‘Ring- Re-Nu 


TRADE-MARK 


MOTOR RECONDITIONER KIT 


No need for costly overhauling. Simply pour 
P.V.R. Compound in carburetor to clean en- 
gine; remove gum, tar and varnish. Then 
squeeze RING-RE-NU in cylinders . . . forms 
a pliable, lubricating seal around worn rings. 
Restores power and 
oil burning and piston slap. Good for 10,000 
plus miles . . . applied 
in a few minutes. Order 
Genuine RING-RE-NU...not 
a foreign import. Made in 
America for American en- 
gineered engines. Guaran- 
teed not to harm 
1 tube kit — good f 
makes of cars (except 
listed below) only ..... ... POSTPAID 
2 tube kit-—— for larger Road- 
master, Cadillac, Chrysier 8, La Salle, Lincoln, 
Packard 6, Olds 88 and 98 — $8.95 postpaid. 
($1.00 deposit required on all C.0.D. orders) 
10 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
WRITE FOR FREE FOLDER 


RICHIE DISTRIBUTING, INC. 


11916 Madison Ave., Dept. E-4, Cleveland 7, 0. 


Buiid this metal custom sports car body on 33 
to 40 STOCK Ford chassis Le less than $100. A 

professional looking - engineered for the ama- 
teur builder. NO WELD NG” & “NO DIE OR HAM- 
MER FORMING OF SHEET METAL. Need only hand 
tools such as hommer, hacksaw, etc. A real thrill 
to own and drive. Complete step-by-step plans— 
$5.00—R. E. Whi 21 C Colfax Manor, 
Roselle Park, N.J. 
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JAGUAR 
HILLMAN MINX 
MERCEDES-BENZ 
MORRIS 
PORSCHE 
SINGER 
SIATA 
VOLKSWAGEN 
Sales * Service 
Parts © Accessories 


Largest Foreign Car Dealers in 
Midwest 
See our 36 car display room 


Top trade for your old car. 


* 
° 
e 
a 
e 
Financing arranged if desired. of 


SPORTS CARS LTD. 


EXpress 1-0717 
7020 EUCLID AVE. * CLEVELAND 3, O. 


HOW TO SEAL THOSE 


TONS 


PACK ‘EM WITH 


GUARANTEED! Fisher's Compression 
in the big tube is noe used by ov 
100, wise and satisfied drivers who 
made the simple application in their own ©, 
garages—and put the $50 to $100 aa a’ 


ir ets 
—it plates and seals your pistons while 


SELL—'49 MG TC body; fenders, hood, shell, wind- 
shield, dashboard, gas tank, headlights, top and 
side curtains. $350 or best offer. B. Bu rke, 1152 
S. Anderson Way, San Gabriel, Calif. ATlantic 


171 
SELL—Edelbrock super manifold, ‘50 Mercury crank- 
shaft, pistons, 3%, four-inch stroke, 80 Ib. oil 
pump, Dunn % cam, brand new Winfield cam, ad- 
justable tappets. T. Shine, Jr., 855 Cleveland Rd., 
Hinsdale, Ill. 
SELL OR SWAP—Alfa Romeo 1750 cc blown Gran 
Sport Zagato two-seater, in specimen condition, 
new tires, spare parts, engine overhaul, $2500 or 
offer. D. Collins, 1029 Broadway, Denver, Colo. 
SELL—'33 Packard, 12 cylinder, Dietrich body, good 
condition, four- door convertible, $650. J. Daal 
tino, 1737 Williamsbridge Rd., Bronx 61, 
SELL—’35 Pierce Arrow, model "845, seven- 
sedan, chauffeur driven and in showroom condition, 
make offer. R. Burrowes, 470 Hampton Rd., Hay- 
ward, Calif. 
SELL OR SWAP—’38 German Maybach, seven-pas- 
senger limousine, in excellent condition, overhead 
cam, dual carbs, eight speed transmission, extra 
engine, other parts, $800. Capt. C. Edmonds, Box 
1269, McClellan AFB, McClellan, Calif. 
ANTED—Unrestored antique or classic car, please 
write full information and send photo if available. 
B. Woodson, 18 Malvern Ave., Richmond, Va. 
SELL—’39 Packard 12 sedan, 41,000 miles, new 
tires, interior and exterior in showroom condition, 
state cash and/or trade and conditions of trans- 
action in first letter. H. Collins, 67 Arnold St., Hart- 
ford, Conn. 
SELL—'29 Pierce Arrow four-door sedan, tires, 
radiator, body good, runs but engine needs some 
work, $300. R. oe Box 166, La Place, Ill. 
SELL—Stanley boiler, 23 x 14, no fittings, needs 
new flues, $45 plus freight. Also burner for same, 
$20 plus freight. Boucher, 14016 Grandville, 
Detroit 23, Mich. 
SELL—‘20 Cole V-8 touring, 58,000 actual miles, 
one owner, six oan tires, complete and —_— 
. Consider st offer, pics 50¢. Ratliff, 
1017 W. 16th St., Pueblo, Colo. 
SELL—Supercharger, GMC, 6-71 Diesel, Roots type, 
$125, oe. gaskets, three drive shafts, peers 
etc., photos and diagrams. Blower cost me $24: 
W. Shomo, 3003 Knorr St., Philodelohic 
Pa. 
WANTED—Auburn, Cord or Lincoln Continental and 
parts for same, send complete description, l 
number, photo, and price. B. Salvatore, 2414 Main 
St., Bridgeport, Conn. 
WANTED—For ‘29-'30 Pierce Arrow roadster; wind- 
shield and brackets, cowl band, rumbleseat cushions, 
step plates for rumbleseat and lock for golf bag 
door. E. Rosenav, Box 1948 Cal. Poly, Ten Luis 
Obispo, Calif. 
SELL—’41 Packard Clipper, ‘43 engine, radio, 
heater, windshield washers, needs rings and brakes, 
body excellent, paint fair, upholstery poor, excel- 
lent seat covers, deliver in Calif. $400, offer. H. 
Hinkley, 5311 Dover St., Oakland 9, Calif. 
WANTED—New ‘34 Dodge six chrome grille and 
complete me coupe windshield and door 
glass frames (Plymouth D.B. Chrysler) luggage 
trunk for rack, phone collect 71674. G. Weber, 
1144 Franklin Ave., $.W., Canton, Ohio. 
SELL—New ‘52 Crosley Super station wagon, 500 
f.0.b. Bozeman, 


miles, green, sacrifice for 
Mont. R. Harrington, 407 W. Main St., Bozeman, 
Mont. 


WANTED—Ford Model T; any year, fair or better 
prefer touring or roadster, between 


you drive. Here's how. 


POWERLESS PISTO 
(Betere Application) 


PCS and only F.C. contains tough, re- 
silient blue. bronze. ‘Pisherite whi 
builds up evenly and seals excessive 
clearance between piston and bore. De- 
troit has known about it for eo? years 
—now it's. yours ~y the first time. The 
id carrier goes up Ay gas and 


out the exhaust 
SIMPLE TO APPLY—remove Plugs, squeeze 
specified amount into each cylinder, re- 
place plugs and a Simple? You ‘pet! 
oy $3.95 TODAY in check, cash or 

C.0.D.'s Accepted! B 


return mail 
sher’s Com- 


6 or 8 ylinder car) 
FREE test char 


YOU CAN WALK AWAY FROM AN ACCIDENT 
THE NEWEST 
“SMOOTHE” NYLON AUTOMOTIVE 


SAFETY-BELTS 


For your car—any make, model. Latest 
harmonizing colors. C.A.A. approved. 
Easy installation to car floor. Only 
$14.95 (each person) postpaid. Free 
literature on request. 


CITY LINCOLN-MERCURY CO. 
605-T So. Arroyo Parkway, Pasadena, Calif. 


April 1953 


Maine and Virginia. H. Fischer, Sigma Nu House, 
Lexington, Va. 
SELL—One %% completed custom convertible, Nash 
body, Chrysler engine, complete plans and materials 
to finish, best offer. G. von Stroh, 2515 S.W. 
Hamilton, Portland 1, Ore. 
SELL—One ‘47 17-ft. Higgins speedster, needs slight 
vegaive, 95 hp Chrysler, motor rebuilt, not yet in 
hull, t, make offer, cost L 
von Stroh, 2515 S.W. Portland 1, 
Ore. 
SELL—’36 Ford phaeton, body in excellent con- 
dition, all good tires, new lacquer finish, runs well, 
price $250. Cameron, 26 Kenduskeag Ave., 
Bangor, Me. 
SELL OR SWAP—'52 Victoria Fordillac, 160 hp en- 
gine and Hydra-Matic, new when installed, 8500 
miles, radio, heater, whitewalls, aoe and yellow, 
purchased Oct. ‘52, twins, $3500. H. Moore, Box 
594, Pampa, Texas. 
SELL—’35 Model J D b li i 17-in. 
wheels, six wheels, and tires, sidemounts, four 
new eight plys, exhaust pipes through hood like 
charged models, runs good, ideal model . restore. 
K. Flynn, 1861 Vermont St., Blue Island, 
WANTED—Pathfinder  seven-passenger 
model with top sinking into rear steel deck, state 
condition and price. F. Kramer, 33 W. Washington 
St., Chicago 2, Ill. 
SELL—’51 Mark Vil Jaguar, delivered in ‘52, 13,000 
miles, excellent condition, inside, out, $3295. Lt. 
R. k, Box 11, OMS, F.A.F.B., Topeka, Kans. 
SELL OR SWAP—Alfa Romeo 1750 cc blown Gran 
Sport Zagato body, perfect, $2500, ‘52 MG TD, 
3000 miles, $1625. Swap both as partial payment 
on Osca. D. Collins, 1029 Broadway, Denver, Colo. 
SELL—'34 V-12 Cadillac Fleetwood five-passenger 
sedan, clean, needs timing chain, not running, $1 
or swap for anything of value. P. Math, 14522 S. 
Disney, Norwalk, Calif. 


BIG PAY JOBS 


for men who qualify in 


DIESEL S73 


TRAIN NOW FOR A DIESEL FUTURE 

Steady, high-pay jobs await men qualified in Diesel, 
Tractor, and Heavy Equipment. Are you qualified 
for job and advancement opportunities in this fast- 
growing field? You can qualify! 


COMPLETE DIESEL COURSE NOW AVAILABLE 
If you are ambitious and want to get ahead in this 
big money field, you'll want to know about the 
complete Diesel home training course now offered 
by Interstate Training Service. Covers all phases 
of operation, repair, service. Easy to master in 
spare time. No interference with present job. Up- 
to-the-minute. Regularly revised to cover new de- 
velopments. We invite comparison of material 
offered. Advisory placement service for students. 


YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF to investigate Inter- 


state Training Service Diesel Training. Thousands agree it 
has helped them to better jobs...better pay. 
It can do the same for you! 

WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION TODAY! 
INTERSTATE TRAINING SERVICE 

Dept 29-D, Portiand 13, Ore. 

Please see that | receive FREE 24-poge book, 
“Getting Ahead in Diesel.” 


AGE. 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 
city ZONE. STATE 


LEOPARD and ZEBRA* 


SEAT COVERS to 53 CARS 
LEOPARD SKIN 


COMPLETE FRONT & BACK 
Give your car that interest+ 
ing. luxury 
look. Se amazingly different 
. yet reflecting true tone 
and quality. Masterful ere 
prs in de end custom 
tailoring. 


ZEBRA HIDE 
COMPLETE FRONT & BACK 
om they're sek, 
smartly st 


look 
ond alive with fashion... 
women reve them. 
Custem teilered and de- 
signed by mester craftsmen. 


TING CO (EST 1916 
C 4264 WOODWARD 
c 1 MICHIGAN 


Motor Trend back issues + Motor 
Trend binders = A handsome motor 
library — — Order yours today! 


1949 1950 1950 1951 1951 1952 1952 
Oct Jan Jul Jan Jul Jan Sep 
Nov Feb Aug Feb Mar([_] Oct 

Mar Sep Mar Sep (_] Apr |_| Nov 
Apr Oct Apr Oct [)Dec 
Nov(J Jun Jul Jan’5s 
Jun (J Dec Aug! | Feb 
Mar 


MOTOR TREND, Dept. 4 
5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


issues @ 25c 
$2.25 


| enclose $ for 
$ for binders @ 
(Includes postage & handling) 


name 


addr 


zone. 


city 


state. 
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—NEW RECORDS 

OUTSTANDING SUCCESSES 
CONSTANT IMPROVEMENT 
UNPRECEDENTED DEMAND 


Add up these facts and you 
understand why we carry... 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
STOCK OF RACING CAMS 


SEE YOUR DEALER OR WRITE DIRECT 
FOR FREE CAM CHARACTERISTIC 
and DETAIL SHEET 


"O89 va 


ED ISKENDERIAN 


Dept. MT-4, 6338 Slauson Ave., 


SPEED TUNING 


METER 


Culver City, Calif. 
Combination Mileage Meter ana 
tune-up aa mounts on dash to 
show motor wink von” ae 


GAS MILEAGE 
er-gallon D | 
per-ga 
| 
| 


save 
30% 
Shows how to increase miles per 


| oases! gallon at every speed. Teaches 
| you driving economy. 


Pace INSTANTLY SPOTS TROUBLE 
Warns when minor adjustments are necessary 
prevent oe repair bills. Shows how to 
| | over 35 different motor adjustments. -_ 
for itself many times over! Anyone can install 
a gauge in minutes. Fits all cars. 
Order from 
ALMQUIST ENG., 
| 45T, Milford, Pa. 
Enclosed find $5.85 [1] Ship C.0. 
Rush MILEAGE GAUGE 
| FREE 
TO: 


my 
“E-2" Tune UP Chart 


CENTER 
TURNING LIGHT 
1949 FORD 


Just the thing to improve 


night visibility with 

centered, adjustable road 
light controlled by the 
riven wit this ight 

Was $825 oe will never want to 

Now A SPECIAL without it. Easy to in- 

9 = no cutting or drill- 

AT ONLY $595 M, drill 


today, only $5.95, Rody lad you did. New, 
big catalog of Chrome Dress-up 
Equipment only of items, 


GRATIOT AUTO SUPPLY 2146 Gratiot Dept. MT 


Detroit 13, Michigan 
silence tappet 


clatter forever. Q-T's exclusive _— and ball 
action maintains constant contact throughout 


tocker arm assembly, thus eliminates tappet 
hammering. Feeler gauges and simple how- 
to-install instructions included. Anyone can 
install. Guaranteed for life of motor. If your 
mechanic cannot supply, order rect. 


hydraulic valve lifters 


OISTRIBUTING co. 


Portland 11, Oregon 


Seventy-eight 


WANTED—Parts, information, a, catalogs 
for ‘28 Pierce w roadster, needed, 
also four tires, 6.00 of 6.50 x 21, H. Platt, 1200 
E. Third St., Bloomington, Ind. 

SELL—Rajo ‘overhead for Model T Ford, complete 
and in excellent nn a cash or will swap for 
oe v-8 a parts. D. Frahm, Gen. Del., Ridge- 


Cal 
612 Cord phaeton or conv. coupe, 
charged state condition. W. Griffin, 
Chelsea Peoria, III. 

WANTED—Catalog, manual, etc. for ‘31 Durant. 
Also need hubcap and radiator cap. B. Danley, Jr., 
1015 Una Ave., Tempe, Ariz. 

SELL OR SWAP—Two Harley Davidsons; ‘51 74 ohv, 
excellent condition, ‘53 K model, new condition. 

’ er, 656 Seventh Ave. So., Clinton, lowa. 
WANTED—Forked con rods with bearings for ‘25 
Cadillac Eight, model V63, rods 121% ins. ¢ to center 
bearings 234 ins. diameter by 214 ins. wide. E. Ho 
PO Box 931, Tacoma, Wash. 

WANTED—'34 Ford conv. or roadster, strictly stock, 
no chopping, ch other idiocies, 
near Phila., restorable "85 = ‘31 A as trade, J. 
Knecht, Box 88, Rushland, 

SELL—‘40 Buick Limited, fi li 

with bar, original 65,000 miles, chrome engine, 
six wheels, immaculate showroom condition, only 
one in U.S., $850. R. Ray, 4852 Linscott Pl., Baldwin 
Hills, Los Angeles 16, Calif. 

SELL—'41 Graham Hollywood; ’ ‘pure’’ but needs 
paint and some work, $400 c.o.d. J. Green, Box 
404, Pismo Beach, Calif. 

SELL—'41 Packard 180 Le Baron sport 
model 1452. Excellent running condition an 
pearance, recently painted, $4! P. Bugg, 8623 
Chestnut Oak Rd., Baltimore 4, Md. 
SELL—Duesenberg Model J, seven-passenger limou- 
sine, first sold ‘30, 153 in. wheelbase, body by 
on, fair condition, $850. R. Easley, 115 
Olive Rd., Tucson, Ariz. 

SELL—'46 ‘Cadillac, series 61, club coupe, showroom 
condition, new tires, Olds 98 air conditioning and 


all the extras, low mileage. W. Erickson, 305 
Phipps Ave., Rice Lake, Wisc. 
WANTED— Shop manuals for ‘38 Buick and ‘37 


is also for sale for $300, 
A-1 condition, many accessories. B. Nale, 345 E. 
Wheeling St., Washington, Pa. 

SELL—'12 Model T Ford touring, excellent condition, 
good tires, paint, etc., car complete, new top, 
needs some upholstery work, $400. S. Horman, 199 
Magee Ave., Stamford, Conn. 

WANTED—Pre-war MG, state price, model and 
condition in first letter, send photo if possible, also 
want parts, prefer four-place model. G. McKinney, 


Box 360, Scottsburg, Ore. 

SELL—‘36 Cord, two-passenger conv., very rare 
body style, Cadillac running r, immaculate con- 
eg 2000. M. Hughes, 5719 McGee, Kansas City, 


sett—"4s Playboy steel top conv., postwar dream 
car that never went into production, good condition, 
$875. Larson, 14 E. 30th St., New York 16, N.Y. 
SELL—'34 eight cylinder Pierce Arrow seven-pas- 
senger sedan, sidemounts, latest Pa. inspection, 
black, in very good condition, 71,500 miles, best 
offer over $325. J. Steel, Jr., Hartland Pk., Hazel- 
ton, RD 1, Pa. 
SELL—'36 Cord sedan, less transmission, can be 
towed, also miscellaneous engine and chassis parts. 
w. Chandler, 1915 Riverside Dr., South Bend, Ind. 
SELL OR SWAP—'11 Woods Electric conv. cpe, in 
daily use and in excellent condition, $1000, fur- 
ther details on request. W. Chandler, 1915 Riverside 
Dr., South Bend, Ind. 
SELL—’50 Buick Super, 56C conv., old ivory, black 
top, loaded, A-1 shape, $1795 cash, no dickers. L. 
Krohn, Oriskany Falls, New York. Phone 2161. 
SELL OR SWAP—Classic ‘15 GMC fire truck, A-1 con- 
dition, fire es until last year, would pay 
difference and deliver for older classic car. V. 
Elliott, 422 N. Jennings, Anthony, Kans. 
SELL—’32 Pierce Arrow rumbleseat conv., six wire 
wheels, engine, body, finish, top, leather, chrome, 
tires good, sharp, original, $875. A. Burrer, 275 
Beverly Pl., Worthington, Ohio. 
SELL—'14 Jeffery, new tires and top, A-1 running 
condition, also plenty of spare parts for this car 
included, $1250. L. Dionne, 50 Washington St., 
Warren, R.1. 
WANTED-Lincoin Continental rear body sections 
or complete hardtop body, ‘48 preferred, will con- 
sider car or body, in ony condition, price, descrip- 
tion, location. R. Glah, Sr., 113 Ridgefield Rd., 
Newtown Sq., Pa. 
WANTED—'4-mile dirt track sprint car or classic, 
condition not important, with or without engine, 
located in the Midwest, price in first letter. J. 
Zike, 2413 Broadway, Mattoon, Ill. 
SELL—Salvaging Buick station wagon; several good 
wood body parts, also fenders, hood, etc. for ‘46- 


‘48. Also need right skirt for ‘41 Lincoln Con- 
Suse. B. Bashford, 1516 N. Broadview, Wichita, 
ans 


WANTED—Vintage ‘29 to ‘37 Duesenberg, Model J 
or SJ in running condition within 100 miles of 
los Angeles. R. Steiner, 3961 Alcove Ave., 
Hollywood, Calif. 
SELL—'36 Packard custom formal town sedan in 
absolutely perfect condition throughout, four brand 
new —— 29,000 miles, am second owner, 
$1000. R. McCahan, Box 172, Rosemont, Pa. 
pepe six-cylinder Auburn four-door, new tires, 
condition, licensed and running, per- 
000 miles, best offer. Wm. Seugling, 2 
Bridge” Caldwell, N.J. 


End this needless ..., 


expense forever with 
RECLAIMO 
Today's most advanced 
RE-REFINING filter 
for CARS, 
TRUCKS, TRACTORS DEALERS WANTED 

Continuously cleans and RE-REFINES 
motor oil as you drive by ta — U.S. BUREAU 
heat—keeps oil in high grade lubricating 
condition at all times. OF STANDARDS 
REMOVES SOLIDS (by filtration) Bul. 86 states, 
REMOVES WATER (by distillation) “Oll does not 
PREVENTS Excess fuel dilution weer out 
PREVENTS Acid and Sludge f. i hanically.” 
ADDS Thousands of Miles to Engine Life 


MAINTAINS Stable Viscosity - ELIMINATES ALL OIL CHANGES 
FREE 32-poge book, ‘OIL FACTS’ with bonofide $1000 offer on page 
30. Gives the complete ‘'Reclaimo’’ story and details of our exivo- 
ordinary 90-day NO-RISK TRIAL OFFER. Write for your copy 1 


RECLAIMO MFG. CO., INC. 
5083 ELSTON AVENUE, DEPT. T-4, CHICAGO 30, ILLINOIS 
Wm. Schwalge U.S. Pots, 1757223, 1034654, 2068473 


AUTO CREST KEY CHAIN 


PERSONALIZED FOR YOUR CAR 


¢ Crest is handsomely Chrome Plated 
& colored with enamel to match ex- 
act emblem of your car. 
© Positive locking lever Chrome Plated 
Key Hol ~ makes removal of keys 
wick and easy. 
o Giemes Plated strong flexible spiral 
snake chain. 
WHEN ORDERING PLEASE 
SPECIFY YOUR CAR NAME 


Ford Plym. hrys. Merc. 

Buick Dodge Pont. Cad. 

Chev. DeSoto Olds. Stude. 

¢ Buy for yourself or ideal for gift 
giving. 


Back Guarantee. Sorry, no 


Cc.0.D. 
. Send $1 now. Mailed prepaid. 


CREST CHAIN 
1915-R Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ili. 


NEW! 


Controls cut- 

out and cut- 

back in re- 

stricted areas 

from a handy 

dash contro} 
n. 


Universal, fits ALL exhausts! Engineered to install 
special pipes without removin 
back pressure in muffler. Zinc plated, each. 


Sent postpaid with enclosed check or —— order. 
Guaranteed satisfaction or money 
Send for Free Catalog of Hot Rod Aomtegerten 


BERT SALES CO. 7538 Milwaukee Ave. 


UGLY DOOR-EDGE DAMAGE 
Add years of beauty 


CUT - 
OuT! 


CLIP-ON DOOR GUARD 


Offers Permanent Protection 


Prevent chipping, rust, door 
rattle . keep that brilliant new 
finish for the life of your car. Guar- 
anteed not to break, corrode or chip 
in all weather conditions ... it’s a 
sensation! 

Fits all stock, sport, custom, Ameri- 


can, Foreign cars, available in crystal pair PH fo 
clear, metallic chrome or patent : a 
black plastic. (8 pr, for $5.00) hood. 


Enclose exact omt., no COD's 


Send in your order today! 

8762 Holloway Drive + Dept. 

Guaranteed satisfaction or money back—10 da 


Motor Trend 
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now! LUBRI-MOLY 


Engine treatment 
8 ounce can 


$1.00 ppd. 


Heavy duty gear 
lubricant 

8-0z. enough for 
Trans. and Diff. 


$3.00 


Your money back 
if not delighted. 


LATEST MOLY DISCOVERY— 
MoS2 Molybdinum-disul- 
phide the finest lubricant 
known to science with a 
new wonder ingredient 
LUBREX. Absolutely the 
finest additive you can buy. 
Add miles to your car 
with LUBRI-MOLY. 


INCREASE SPEED POWER 
ECONOMY... By plating 


your engine with MoS2 and 
LUBREX you cut friction 
up to 66%. Stop the cause 
of engine wear. LUBRI- 
MOLY with LUBREX is a 
must for all motors new 
and old. 


Dealers inquire 
CAR-LIFE SUPPLY CO. 


4756 S. Central Avenue 
L.A. 11, Calif. MT-4 


@ PREVENTS dangerous skids .. . 
swerves ... loss of control! 


@ IMPROVES riding quality and 
handling of any car. 


@ GIVES BETTER TRACTION on ice, 


wet, rough 


Consists of hollow 


heavy counterbalance weight hermetically sealed 
inside. Weight ‘‘floats’’ on lifetime mixture of Mo- 
lybdenum Disulphide and oil, the new friction-free 
wonder lubricant. Weight is centered by springs at 


each end. 
Prepaid with check 
please. Money back 


Only 


or gravel roads. 


cylinder with freely moving 


or money order. No C.O.D.’s 


guarantee. $2495 


STABO-SALES 
2115 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 


e SALE e 


Chrome Nut Covers, ea................... $ .10 
set... 


Ford V8 Large 
All V8's-std. 


Spark Plugs, ea. 


Covers, ea 


Ford ve Bore 
Copper Head Gaskets, ea...........$1.69 


.020 & .030, pr.... 
Triple Electrode 


Chrome Voltage Regulator 
(Send 20%—Balance COD) 


Por? 
010, 

B89 


Rebuilders, 
Inc. 


ail FIX YOUR FORD sive 


For owners and mechanics. By Bill Toboldt, Motor 
a Magazine. Come Ford V-8's and 6's, 1932 to 


more. 
this ad 


Hot rods as peed-ups too. Simplified. Clip 
and mail with name, address and $2.50. Money 


back in 5 days if vou want <. 


Dept. 198, 1321 S. Michigan 


April 1953 


SELL OR SWAP—'41 Chevrolet club ag with flat 


head Cadillac engine, clean, Edmunds heads, Cadil- 
lac radiator and tr lumbia overdrive, 
electric tachometer, etc. $1395 or swap. G. Tiger, 
432 E. Pikes Peak, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
SELL—'39 Bantam Special with A-40 Austin engine 
and transmission, ported, relieved, planed head 
and aluminum flywheel, was seen at Watkins 
Glen in ‘52. D. Hackett, 484 Forest Ave., Rye, N.Y. 
SELL—'52 MG TD; black with beige leather, extra 
chrome; gravel deflectors, running boards, head- 
lights, etc., and heater. Excellent condition, less 
miles, $1850. E. Goodpaster, Owings- 
ville, Ky. 

WANTED—’35-'37 Cord conv. 810 or 812 model, 
supercharged or otherwise, under $850. Paint 
condition no consideration, but no rust, within 500 
miles of Cleveland, Ohio. B. Cowen, Ridley Col- 
lege, St. Catharines, Ont., Canada. 

SELL—’27 Marmon sedan, original paint job and 
wire wheels, good running condition, $250. G. 
Miller, Sr., Rt. 2, Bellville, Ohio. 


| 


SAVE 40°s CUSTOM SEAT COVERS 


Plastic-coated Fiber 
Complete Front & Back 
Look at these features! 
vDouble stitched & 
bound. VFull fiber panels. 
VFiber borders on front 
cushion. VFull welt— 
perfect fit. VFor 1941- 
1953 cars. VFinest 
fiber. $18.95 


END $1.00 Deposit, balance C 0.0 


KLEINMAN’S 


STRIBUTING CO (EST 1916 
4264 WOODWARD 
TROIT 1. MICHIGAN 


Full Information___ 
{)Maroon [Blue (Green 


SELL—Beautiful double twist all brass p 
bulb horn, brand new, still in original packing 
box $20. Also overhead valve head for Model T 
pong $35 or swap. A. Davis, Box 58, Mammoth, 
riz. 
SELL—‘52 Sunbeam Talbot Mk. II 90 conv., metallic 
blue, beige upholstery, 11,000 miles, never in 
competition, owned by car crank, pic on request, 
$2550. C. Sandgren, 5901 Wayzata Bivd., Min- 
neapolis, Minn. OR 58895. 
SELL OR SWAP—'25 Maxwell touring, needs bod 
work, top recovered and upholstery, runs ont. 
rubber fine, $295. J. Smailes, 1521 Nicholean Ave., 
Coshocton, Ohio. 
SWAP—'28 Whippet roadster for hot 60 engine, 
equipment for MG conversion, also need used TC 
windshield. Car in Louisville, Ky. A/2C R. Carter, 
3357 St. Sqdn., Box 5301, Chanute AFB, Ill. 
WANTED—’40 Lincoln Continental conv., body must 
be restorab!le, engine not necessary, send date, 
price and photo if possible, photo returned, all 
letters answered. R. Aguirre, 1009 C S. 5th St., 
Milwaukee 4, Wisc. 
SELL—Radiator caps, new and used; motometers, 
wings used, 215 pieces also interchange list, the 
ng $100 F.O.B. W. Safford, 315 S. Union, Burlington, 


SELL—‘39 Mercedes 540K, five-passenger, excellent 
condition, new engine, 180 hp supercharged, only 
80 of this type made, request pics, cash offer or 
late car. W. Lindgren, 1912 W. Charles, Grand 
Island, Nebr. 

SELL—*, midget less engine, built by Reichenbach 
Bros., Chicago, a beautiful car, $600, full par- 
ticulars and photos on request, car has never been 
raced. R. Carlson, Rt. 1, Troy, Joliet, Ill. 
SELL—’37 Cord 812 conv. coupe, original owner 
Sonja Henie, completely rebuilt at cost of nearly 
$3000, will sacrifice at $1600. H. Brunn, 39 Getz- 
ville Rd., Snyder, N.Y. 

SELL—'15 Oldsmobile touring, four cylinder, brass 
radiator, new top, runs good, everything in per- 
fect condition, also instruction book, $575. C. 
Rizzotto, 1426 62nd St., Kenosha, Wisc. 
SELL—'15 Chevrolet touring, four cylinders, new 
top, runs good, everything in perfect condition, 
$450. C. Rizzotto, 1426 62nd St., Kenosha, Wisc. 
WANTED—'23 H.C.S. Stutz special touring, un- 


AUTO-SHOCKO 


Have some REAL FUN with 
your car. With AUTO- 
SHOCKO you can give any- 
one who touches the outsi 
surface of your car a HARM- 
Pat. LESS, but VERY EFFECTIVE 
Pend. shock. When the AUTO- 
SHOCKO switch is on, the entire outer surface of the 
car becomes charged. You can also charge your 
buddie’s car by touching your bumper to his. Then 
he won't be able to get into his car until you turn 
off your switch. Can also be left on while car is 
arked to keep vandals from scratching or damag- 
ing your car. will not run down your battery. 
AUTO. SHOCKO is probably the best FUN MAKER 
you will ever own. Available for 6 or 12 volt sys- 
tems (please specify). Easily installed in a few min- 
utes. Sent complete with AUTO-SHOCKO unit, —_ 
switch, etc. Price $9.95 postpaid, or if C.0.D. plus 
postage—$1.00 deposit required on C.O.D. ade 
MORBARCO MANUFACTURING CO. 

__Dept. M-9, 192 1 M-9, 192 Arlington St., Lawrence Mass. 


GASKETS 
for FORD-CHEVROLET-MERCURY egies 


Especially designed Hot Rod Gaskets 
having enlarged cylinder openings to 
provide piston clearance on popular bot 
rod engines 
AVAILABLE NOW!!! 

Get them at your nearest automotive 
wholesaler. .and while you are there 
—ask for a copy of the Free Fel-Pro 
GASKETING MANUAL... the booklet 
that contains more than 30 helpful 
gasketing tips learned from Fel-Pro's 
many years’ experience in manufactur- 
ing gaskets by the millions for car 
factories and the replacement field. 


FREE MANUAL my 


also be had by writing direct to Clad 
FELT PRODUCTS MFG. COMPANY SARTAL 
1526 Carroll Ave. oe 


Chicago 7, Ill. 


restored or parts, would like to hear from 
owning one. E. Martin, 3937 S.W. Huber Dr., 
Portland 19, Ore. 

SELL OR SWAP—For speed equipment for ‘52 Olds 
special. 8.5:1 Edmunds head and Mallory distribu- 
tor for ‘49-'50 Ford Six. L. Cox, 1875 Mintwood 
Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

SELL—’29 Duesenberg Big J town car, jet black, 
mint condition, complete and original, $2500 or 
best offer, pics on request 50¢. L. Lofsky, 814A E. 
Chevy Chase Dr., Glendale 5, Calif. CHapman 
52936 or NOrmandy 0188. 

SELL—Rajo head for Chevrolet, used but in ex- 
cellent condition, $135 each. D. Peak, 2705 Lake 
Austin Bivd., Austin, Texas. 

SELL OR SWAP—‘37 Cord conv. coupe, unsuper- 
charged, factory rebuilt transmission, many new 
parts, new top, small amount of body work needed, 
$1500 or nearest offer. D. Shook, 1608 Grant St., 
Niles, Mich. 

SELL—’37 Supercharged Cord sedan, only 67,000 
miles, new rings, valve job, inside and out U 
joints, all original equipment, $900. K. Binner, 
805 N. Davis, West, Texas. Phone 6566S. 
WANTED-—810 Cord sedan, prefer car in need of 
restoration and/or some repair, have guns to 
trade or cash, all replies answered. G. Windau, 
627 Foster St., Fostoria, Ohio. 

SELL—’28 Series 36 Pierce Arrow, seven-passenger 
limousine, was personal car of S. Rushmore, in- 
ventor of Rushmore lights, perfectly restored en- 
gine, good tires, exceptionally clean. R. Cogliser, 
— Apts. 18D, Bound Brook, N.J. Phone 


SWAP —Collector item; 18/S full plate Hampden 
pocket watch, 23 jewel, elaborate hand engraved 
hunting case. For five spoke wire wheels for Ply- 
mouth. C. Cannizzaro, 585 Main, El Centro, Calif. 
WANTED—Old car of all makes, as old as 1900, 
quote price, condition and a photo if possible. C. 
Slick, 610 N. Western Ave., Portland, Ind. 
WANTED-Stock ‘34 Ford roadster or coupe > 
good all-around condition, send ~ and p 

if available, prefer contact in Ind. D. LeBrun, PO 
Box 37, South Whitley, Ind. 


Hydraulic Lubrication 
Fitting Protection! 


Abrasive dirt and grit can be 
forced into precision bearings 
through grimy fittings. 

Flexible Vinylite plas- 
tic are 
easily snap on 
and off. Not affected 
by grease, oil, or 
water. $1.00 per set 
of 30, postpaid. No 
COD’s please. 


LUBE-KAPS 
Alamogordo, New Mexico 


MODERNIZE ds HYDRAMATIC 


Just a pull of the 
and 
al purpose Nielson 
third selector 
(patented) goes in- 
to action for up 
hill acceleration, 
down hill compres- 
sion, trailer towing 


rice 
REDUCES TRANSMISSION WEAR 
Does not interfere with normal trans- $73 9 
mission operation when not in use. imitate” 
Easy installation — Chee 
Now . . . af many new car agencies! %eq, 


A. —E. NIELSON 
Western Ave., Los Angeles 27, Colt, 


NOllyweed 9-8684 
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MG OWNERS... 


Protect the Color & Finish of saa 
Car with AZTEC GLAZE. 


Scientifically prepared for 
sports car finishes . . . this 
cleaner-glaze combination 
will put a flint-hard, long- 
lasting overcoating on your 
car without softening the 
original paint. Easy to apply 
—simply wipe-on—wipe-off. 
Full Pint $1.50 


Send cash. check or money 
order to: 


avTomoaites 


AZTEC GLAZE 
P. O. Box 337, Inglewood, Cal. 


ALLARD | 


ALLARDS— without doubt 
“drag” others’ headlights out! 


NOEL KIRK MOTORS 
Southwestern U.S. Distributors 
& 


The Authorized Hollywood Dealer for 
HILLMAN — ROVER — SUNBEAM 
7176 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 
Watch for the new Allards — soon 


claimed 
of stock car a hot rod builders as 
the welder of 1001 uses. Easily oper- 
are ated from properly wired 110 volt AC 


Complete with 
Twin 

Terch and ac- 
handie all metal- 
craft work. 


or DC line, —_ ideal gift with a life- 
ig use... . Order today on 10 day 

money back guarantee. 

UR WAY WELDER COMPANY 

2326 S$. Av., Chicage 16, Dept. 27-DD 


SAFE-GLOW REFLECTOR 
PREVENTS ACCIDENTS! 
Amazing New Discovery that 


glows bright in the dark 
as bee raws near. 
as markers on 
{e bicycles, etc. 


@ Protects parked cars, 
wS trucks and trailers at 
Jey 4 200 times more light = white painted sur- 


On this reflector are thousands of microscopic 
— oe react and throw red light back. Withstands 


SEND $1.00 all weather conditions. Stays 
NOM! Mailed $100 : 


geen, brilliant and bright. 
24’'x1."" Pressure sen- 
back 
Sorry, No C.0.D.’s. face. 


oie adheres to any sur- 
SAFE-GLOW, 1915-R Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 


CUSTOM GRILLE 


Also grilles for ‘51-53 and Mercurys 
The most our car is the 
rille. WHY NOT CUS E EASY WAY? 
FREE literature, installation instructions, 
and new low prices—Write 


GILBERTCRAFTS 14 Jessie St. 


Brockville, Ont. 
Eighty 


SELL OR SWAP—'50 Tatraplan, excellent condi- 
tion, four-cylinder horizontally opposed, air cooled, 


rear moun engine, four-s; gearbox, excellent 
road wy: and handling qualities, $1800 or 
rae f TD. Ruddick, 1011 English Ave., Indianoplis, 


SELL—’50 Lincoln engine, V-8, 150 hp, less than 
10,000 original miles, also adaptor for Ford trans- 
mission. $225 for engine, $50 for adaptor. J. Nash, 
842 High St., Pottstown, Pa. 

SELL OR SWAP—Ardun overhead valves, three ‘27 
T roadster bodies, ‘50 Crestliner chrome, consider 
‘40 Mercury club coupe, Hollywood Graham, Cord 
or Chrysler V-8 speed equipment. J. Taylor, 908 
10th St., Levelland, Texas. 
WANTED—Two complete or any parts for 
“Cub” Evinrude Mate 1% hp outboard motor. 
Riggle, 4319 Gartrell St., Ashland, Ky. 
WANTED—'35 or ‘36 Auburn speedster, restored or 
unrestored, description and price first letter, all 
letters answered and pics returned. E. Mertens, 103 
Main St., Manasqan, N.J. 

WANTED—Touring body for ‘13 Ford, will trade two 
32 x 414 tires for two 33 x 414 or will buy tires. 
M. Walker, RFD 1, Friedens, Pa. 
SELL—New Indian motorcycle engine, GDA 741, 
30.50 cubic inches, $75. B. Burns, Rogersville, Mo. 
SELL—Antique ‘13 Buick touring, complete but rough 
and unrestored, first $250 takes. C. Hatfield, Box 
124, Clarinda, lowa. 

SELL—’52 Lancia Gran Turismo, Farina body, red 
metallic finish, low mileage, perfect condition, 
spare parts, want to trade for another sports car 
and cash. W. Simpson, 3023 Coral Way, Miami, 
Fla. Phone 48-2045. 

WANTED—'09 solid rubber tire Zimmerman car, 
made by Zimmerman Mfg. Co., any model, any 
condition, also any info on same. J. Zimmerman, 
Rt. 5, Box 408, Modesto, Calif. 

SELL OR SWAP—'33 Model KB Lincoln, four-door 
sedan, good mechanically, interior like new, four 
new tires. W. Buxton, Box 276, Yamhill, Ore. 
SELL—'22 Model T Ford coupe, A-1 condition, $165. 
Cc. aa. 515 Reed Ave., Akron 1, Ohio. 
WANTED—Your prices and pictures of old model 
cars in restorable or better condition. State price 
and send picture if available. B. Griswold, Box 
638, Drain, Ore. 

WANTED—‘40 Codiltec, 60 series, six wheel model 
with sliding roof, tant, preferably 
in Canada, please pre detailed description and 
price of car. H. Gruber, The Victoria Symphony 
Orchestra, Box 445, Victoria, B.c. 

SELL—'37 Graham 120 supercharged sedan, condi- 
tion clean, ar engine, excellent tires, best offer 


Elto 
D. 


CARSON PADDED TOPS! 


Customize your convertible with a handsome, 
handmade CARSON Auto Top. Also specialize 


in Riviera semi hard tops 


for sports cars, as 


well as custom upholstering. For complete in- 
formation write to: 


CARSON AUTO 


TOP SHOP 


4910 S. Vermont Ave. Los Angeles 37, Calif. 
TH 2308 


hone 


DEALERS 


CAC 0 0 
—SPORTS CAR EMBLEMS— 


DECALS - 


JACKETS - 


or 


25c for our Complete Catalog 


e STYLIZED EMBLEMS 
1356T N. Western Ave., Los Angeles 27, Calif. 


CAPS - 
Send for our FREE Illustrated List 


SCARVES 


PING- 
installie 
technica 


a VITAMETER. 
manual. 


ACE AUTO SERVICE 
Parts Division—Dept. MT-4 


3733 South Vermont, Los 


100 OCTANE PERFORMANCE! 


oof your high compression .“¥ by 


REpublic 3-2171 


Send 


Angeles 7, Calif. 


M. NE 


W TURN SIGNAL 
SY TO INSTALL I 


Attractive chrome-grey indicator template matches 
dosh. Prewired switch and flasher unit plus hard- 
ware. Easy instructions. Precut color-coded wires top { 
into existing circuits at dash. No changing lights or 
sockets. Order now! 


ONLY $15.95 PPD. H&B TRAFFICATOR 


over $250. W. Bray, 982 Second St., Beavers, Pa. 

SELL—D b J lates, radiator and fire- (Dlr. Discounts avail) Box 121—Warrington, Po. 
wall. B. Graham, 2018 Morgan Lane, N. R d 

Beach, Calif. 


SELL—’35 Auburn supercharged conv. coupe, good 
condition, $500. B. Graham, 2018 Morgan Lane, N. 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 
SELL—'28 Cadillac dual cowl touring, short coupled. 
3 2018 Morgan Lane, N. Redondo Beach, 
WANTED—'30 to ‘37 Ford roadster or phaeton, tour- 
ing, send info on body « leads app 5 
all letters answered. V. Strand, Iroquois, III. 
WANTED—'46-'48 Lincoln Continental conv., must 
be immaculate, will pay cash or swap ‘47 Chrysler 
conv. State price in first letter, pics returned, within 
300 miles. W. Harris, 542 W. Kingston Ave., 
N.C. 

NTED—Rear end and carrier assembly for ‘09 
model A. Cadillac, or info of interchangeable 

Gortsema, Idaho. 

sett “39 Jaguar SS 100, 214 litre sports roadster, 


recently completely overhauled, good all around 
condition, this car is still capa le of excellent 
performance, 1. Coughlan, 13 Hinton Ave., 


Montreal, Que., Canada. Mission 55256. 
SELL—HOT ROD MAGAZINE, June ‘50 through Jan. 
‘53. MOTOR TREND, Jan. ‘51 through Jan. ‘53. 
SPEED AGE, Oct. ‘50 through Jan. ‘53. H. Hackney, 
6080 Thomas St., Davison, Mich. 
WANTED—'37 Cord 812 or parts or information as 
to whereabouts of same, must be in Mich. A. 
Husted, Star Rt., Sanford, Mich. 
SELL—Lycoming Tucker engine, running —s 
make offer, you pay Soe t. D. Dobkin, 1209 N 
Oak Pk., Oak Park, 
SELL—'27 Dodge he. four cylinder, standard 
shift, 6-volt electrical system, excellent condition. 
. Yoho, Box 46, Grantsville, W. Va. 
SELL—'46 Lincoln Continental conv., actual 36,540 
miles, everything original, operates very efficiently, 
st cash offer. bags trade ‘50-'51 Buick Super, 
Olds 88 or ees ¢ . Cleland, Box 36, Nameoki 
St., Granite City, | 
WANTED—Door, side lamp brackets, rear oil lamp, 
license bracket, brass radiator for ‘15 Model T 
roadster. Have two T engines for sale or swap. 
F. Saylor, Jr., 13095 Greeley Ave., Detroit 3, Mich, 
SELL—Maserati, model 8CTF Grand Prix monoposto; 
Wilbur Shaw ayy ee winner; completely re- 
engineered, over cu. in. rpm, B 
Hannaway, 816 E. Rd., Mamaroneck, 


N.Y. 

SELL—Front drive race ~ two port Riley Ford 
four-banger full race, 
never cracked, photos 25¢, car $340. Marth, 
Herman, Minn. 
SELL—'35 Auburn sy; 


$2100. Wilkerson, 1 
Opal = Son Diego 9, Calif. 


CANADIANS 


SPEED EQUIPMENT! Edelbrock High-compres- 
d Dual Manifolds, Hollywood 
Deep Tone Mufflers and 
Iskenderian High-Speed Cams, Mallory High- 
for Free Catalogue! 


ion Heads an 


peed Ignitions. Write 


(Mas: Yan ACCESSORIES LTD. 


Exhaust Systems, 


For the LOOKS of your car, use... 
GENUINE CHAM 


for drying and polishing. The only material 
used exclusively by car cleaners. 


- $3.00 Postpaid 
Send nk check or money orders to: 


VICTOR A. CALAMIA 
334-T Manhattan Ave. Brooklyn 11, N. Y. 


Protect Your Car 
Upholstery with 


Size 28x 32”... 


PLASTIC WIND 


CORD COVERS 
Clear + Red + Green + Blue 


OISs 


Postpaid 


poir 


ORDER TODAY FROM 


OLLIE AUTO TOP 


2065 HAMPTON AVE., ST. LOUIS 10, MO. 


HI-COMPRESSION 
V-8 HOT ROD GASKETS! 


Enjoy extra power, pick-up & gas economy at a 
fraction of usual cost! Simply install extra-thin 
askets to raise compression approx. 8:1. 
tres. $6.) ALL FORDS & MERCS................ 
ALMQUIST ENG., MILFORD 4MT, PA. 


AN 


R and RAC 


N< Q PMEWN 


increase Power and Mileage with High Performance 


Heads ond Oval Manifolds.. 


- STUDEBAKER - FORD 


CHEVROLET. MERCURY 


oem Send for COMPLETE CATALOG only 25¢ 


SAN FERNANDO RD 


LOS 


ANGELES 65, CALIF 


Motor Trend 
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TRENDS PRODUCTS 


SPOT LIGHTS—Yes, 12-volt handle spot lights 
are finally available for your foreign car. 
These spot lights are very easily installed 
on the chrome frame of the sloping wind- 
shield of your sports car, or windshield post 
of any other car. No through-the-door 
mountings necessary. The  super-heavy- 
chromed, patented ball joint-mounted spot 
lights are available for left and right hand 


mounting and come complete with bracket, 
bulb, flex, and dashboard switch in two sizes: 
42 inch diameter (suggested for MG, Singer, 
Hillman-Minx, etc.) and six-inch diameter 
(Jaguar XK-120, etc.). Spot lights and other 
original English accessories are a product of 
“Raydyot” Motor Specialties. Write: Vilem 
B. Haan, sole U. S. distributor, P. O. Box 54, 
Beverly Hills, Calif., for free illustrated cata- 
logue. 


FENDER SKIRTS. New custom made, all steel 
fender skirts with flared design. Custom built 


to exact factory specifications. Newly de- 
signed locking mechanism assures snug fit and 
provides instant installation or removal. Fin- 
ished in baked primer ready to paint. Made 
of heavy gauge steel. Durable, concealed rub- 
ber beading. Manufactured by Lindy’s. Sell- 
ing price $9.25 pair; may be purchased from: 
Custom Automotive Products Co., P. O. Box 
7724, Los Angeles 15, Calif. 


YOU CAN DRY wash your car simply and 
easily with a KozaK specially treated cloth. 
Used dry on a dry car, the KozaK cloth re- 
moves dirt, polishes as it cleans and protects 
the finish. Saves up to 80 per cent of your 
wet washes, and manufacturer claims over ten 
million satisfied customers. Kozak cloth 
is impregnated with scientific detergents; 


April 1953 


treated and seasoned to retain original 
strength for as much as a year. Selling price 
$2.00 each or $5.00 for three cloths. Money- 
back guarantee if 30-day trial is unsatisfac- 
tory. KozaK, 22 S. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 


DEVELOPED BY McLEOD Manufacturing Com- 
pany, a new muffler promises greater power 
and acceleration for your engine. Using a 
patented combination of four welded baffle 
plates, the new design causes a substantial 
drop in back-pressure and a corresponding 
rise in power The manufacturer claims this 
muffler can’t rust away, due to jet-blast 
channeling of exhaust stream, which keeps 
muffler chambers free of moisture. For addi- 
tional infor:nation write to: McLeod Manu- 
facturing Co., 125 W. Verdugo Ave., Bur- 
bank, Calif. 


DYNA-CARBURETOR. A money-back guaran- 
tee says this newly engineered device will 
boost your car’s speed and power to your 
complete satisfaction . . . or else! As a mix- 
ing chamber installed between carburetor and 
combustion chambers, the Dyna-Carburetor 
uses a high-speed impeller, driven by mani- 
fold vacuum, to homogenize gasoline and air 
delivered from the carburetor. The resulting 
fuel-air mixture is fed into combustion cham- 
bers before condensation can take place. The 


device raises the height of your carburetor 
12 inches, comes in a complete kit which 
also includes gaskets, cap screws, and in- 
structions. Fits all standard American mani- 
folds and many special types, and can be in- 
stalled in a few minutes without the use of 
special tools. Write to: Industrial Foundry, 
1645 E. Slauson, Los Angeles 11, Calif. 


FISHER’S Compression Seal is simple to apply. 
Remove spark plugs, squeeze specified amount 
into each cylinder, replace plugs, and drive. 
Only $3.95 postpaid. Order from: Car-Life 
Supply Co., Dept. Y, 4756 So. Central Ave., 
Los Angeles 11, Calif. 


SPORTING SET: These new cuff links and tie 
bar sets are made just for MG and Jag own- 
ers. Each set shows off an authentic and 
appropriate car emblem. Jaguar set includes 
spreadwing tie bar; cuff links, one “XK,” 
one “120.” Deeply embossed design in spar- 
kling silver rhodium, with bright jet-black 
field. MG set is equally attractive in golden 
alloy, with emblem on rich red field. Prices, 
further information from: Wm. F. Victor 
Enterprises, 3636 S. Iran St., Chicago 9, III. 


RUN YOUR CAR WITH BUT ANE 
© Normal oil change eliminated 
© Running cost cut one-third 


© Equiv. to 120 Octane Gasoline 
CYCLONE 


to install 
e the Life extended 3 times 

EQUIPMENT CO. 
10600 PRAIRIE AVE. INGLEWOOD 2, CALIF 


Write for Free brochure to: 
Dept. M1 


TRICLONE—A concentrated oii additive formulated 
with 3 extreme pressure agents. Plates out on 
rubbing surfaces. Absolutely non-corrosive. Pos- 
sesses = film strength. Designed by an 
|. G. Farben chemist for competition eng nes. 
8-0z. bottle $1 postpaid. Competition Chemicals, 
Box 141, lowa Falls, lowa. 


All Sizes for All Cars ¢ Racing or Stock Car 
Bores and Strokers our Specialty 
LOW PRICES 0 FREE CATALOG 


LINCOLN Speed & Power Equipment 


Get top performance from America’s finest 


engine. See your dealer for genuine FUDGE 
equipment or write direct to— 
REG FUDGE, JR. 


F7 19413 Scroll St., Reseda, Calif. F8 
FORD Send 25c for catalog FORD 


Any Model, Tailor Made 


HEADLINERS $1950 


(for Car Ceiling) 


Dept. MT-266, 2065 Hampton Bivd., St. Louis 10, Mo. 


Buick to Willys—All Models 1940-1952 

Here in handy, easy-to-use form are complete tune- 
up specifications on all makes of cars, (Buick to 
Willys) 1940 to 1952 models inclusive. The very in- 
formation you need to get maximum performance and 


coin TODAY. 
-WILLCOX 
Dept. 199, 1321 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 5 


les catalogs, Packard, Lincoln, Cadillac, 
Pierce Arrow, Chrysler, Orphan and Foreign 
cars, etc. Minimum $5.00; also MOTOR (N.Y.) 
Annual. Details for large stamped addressed 
envelope. 


ART TWOHY 
400 N. Kenmore Ave. Los Angeles 4 


CLASSIC CAR — 


: Ends front wheel drag on all 4-wheel 
drive Willys and Dodge vehicles. 

Saves gas up to § miles per gallon, tire wear, front 
axles, increases speed and power. Stops shimmy—front 
wheels coast out of gear! 4-wheel drive handles, per- 
forms, climbs like 2-wheel. Install or remove WARN 
HUB CAPS in 10 minutes. Polished aluminum, guaranteed. Rush 
eheck, M.O., or C.0.D. Write for circular. 

WARN MFG. CO., RIVERTON, Box 6064-T, Seattle 88, Wash. 


DRIVE A EBAKER 
RG. 


Boast new rugged power, better 
— 
parts list, » hop-u lo, tune-up 
tips all for shee with Totooswenner 
certificate worth $122 on buys: Every 
Champion owner should write Dept. M-4 
=FRANK MORGAN CO. 
Third & Eye $t., MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 
MANUFACTURERS DISTRIBUTORS 
AUTOMOTIVE POWER EQUIPMENT 
SEND FOR OUR 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG / 
ffenhauser 
EQUIPMENT CORP. 


PHONE 5054 ALHAMBRA AVE 
CA 2-1330 LOS ANGELES 32. CALIF 
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ROOTES MOTORS, INC 
505 Park Avenue, New York, WN. Y. 

Zist Strest, Long Island City, ¥. 
North Foothill Road, Beverly Hills, Calif, 
Colifornia Street, San Francisco, Calif. 


events cast their shadows 
And the shadow here could come only from the new two- 


automobile that sports car 
enthusiasts have been 


HOT ROD YOUR CAR— 


A complete, comprehensive 
guide for improving and in- 
creasing engine performance, 
for every car-owner. Covers 
every type of car. 


ON YOUR FAVORITE NEWSSTAND 


CUSTOM CARS — The 
fabulous cors of re- 


you how you can have 
a sleek custom beauty! 


RESTYLE YOUR CAR=—Hun- 
dreds of new techniques, 
materials; totally new ideas. 
Where and how to start the 
customizing process. Features 
America’s Ten Best Customs 
in detail. 


GOING... GOING... 
styling experts show —now sold out on news- 
stand, only a limited supply 
of these two gteat books 


SPEED AND SPORT—Siories. 
facts, brilliant photographs A book on spending money 
bring a dramatic view of . for profit. New and used 
the rebirth of the sports car car buying; your legal 
movement. Domestic, Euro- rights; depreciation; how to 
pean cars; events; articles keep it rolling. Your vividly 
on tuning, driving, main- illustrated guide to a sound 
tenance. automotive investment. 


HOW TO BUY A CAR— 


TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Enclosed is $............ for ......... books at 85c each (includes post- 


age and handling). 
HOT ROD YOUR CAR RESTYLE YOUR CAR CUSTOM CARS 
. SPEED AND SPORT HOW TO BUY A CAR [] HOT RODS 

y DREAM CARS ($1.00 in Canada) 


HOT RODS — Complete 
technical and pictorial 
coverage of the great- 
est hot rods, from 
smooth street jobs to 
Bonneville bombs! 


Eighty-two 


remains. While they last, 
they may be ordered direct 
from publisher only. Don’t 
miss out! Order your copies 
today!—or order direct with 
this handy coupon. 
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oil... dozen of other secrets) 


From Watkins Glen, Bonneville, Indianapolis: 
(quick tené-wp methods used in the pits...how 
to resurface cylinder walls without removing 
one part from your engine... winning drivers’ 
techriques ... simple trick to get equivalent of 
15 hersepower ... many other tips) 
eed shops of Southern California: 
(step-by-step diagrams and explanation of 
valve timing, cam grinding, porting, relieving, 
milling, filling, ram blowers... how one simple 
with a wrench can increase firing 
pov olugs...everything from simple 
screv speed & power tuning to full house 
w to make a water injection system 


From the 
adjustmen 


milisS 
for less than $1) 
From custom body builders: 
(pictures of famous European and 
American sports cars, ideas for custom 
vork you can do yourself ... simplifies 
han. cling, chopping, lowering; tells 
how <@ your own Carson top) 
Ti ‘ng book—the Newhouse 1953 
' Speed, Power and 
Economy Manual—is 
a one-volume auto- 
motive encyclopedia 
that took more than 
3142 years of exten- 
sive research to pro- 


joor Qelivers ss Guce. The authors 
‘ea of results are active in auto- 

al Other mile- — ory and 

esign le New- 
«house Special set a 


194.34 mph record 
1952 at Bonneville). 
Although this book is referred to by mech- 
anics who rework stock engines to deliver 
speecs of 160-200 mph, it is so easy to under- 
stand that owners of ordinary cars—some of 
hom ave never held a screwdriver before— 
ave learned 7, to get more speed and 
powe- « id save Up to $275 a year. In fact, it is 
oucranteee to help you save up to 33% on gas 
80° on 65% of repair bills...and show 
7OU vt $300 more for your car when 
you sell it. -cerything is explained in non- 
technica) age—pictures tell the story. 
WHERE YOUR GAS REALLY GOES! 
If you're an average driver, 80 cents of 
every gas dollar you spend doesn’t move your 
car one inch...20% 


your engine’s potential 
power goes right out 
your e an- 


other 30% is wasted on 
inefficient operation of 
ignition, oil and water 
systems. 

HOW TO SAVE 

GAS, OIL, TIRES 
You can eliminate a 
great part of this waste simply by using some 
of the driving techniques developed at the 
yearly mileage meets which this book de- 
Scribes in deiail. You learn, for example, why 
buying your gas early in the morning or late 
at night gives you 2% to 4% more gas in every 
gallon... how a new lubricant (“Auto-Moly” 
Molybdenum base oil) developed for super- 
sonic aircraft reduces engine friction two- 
. rds— vet costs less than an ordinary oil 
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yet 37-49 miles per gallon 


Boost horsepower in 10 minutes 
HERE’S THE INSIDE STORY ae 


from \cboratories of the big oil companies: 

(new racing fuel mixtures . .. ways to get pre- 
formance from regular gas . . . how 
to deve 15,000 miles safely without changing 


STOP PAYING “SUCKER PRICES” 
FOR MECHANICAL WORK! 


Actual costs are given to help you deter- 
mine fair prices for engine work. Learn tricks 
used by $5.00-an-hour mechanics! how to re- 
pair ng own clutch and save $17...how one 
simple adjustment can save a $25 brake job 
...how to “fill” dents and save costly 
work... how to start a “dead battery” car 
without cranking or pushing ...even how to 
repair a cracked cylinder easily without re- 
moving the engine from your car. Latest 
information on care & repair of:fuel pumps, 
gnition and electrical systems, battery, 
brakes, directional si, ls, transmissions, rear 
end, carburetor, bearings, speedometer, steer- 
ing, etc., etc. 


WHY SO MUCH FOR SO LITTLE? 
Although the Newhouse 1953 Speed, Power 
and Economy Manual contains information 
worth thousands of dollars, it costs you only 
1.98. The explanation is simple: ... nearly 
,000,000 copies of the book have already been 
sold—reducing printing costs to the minimum. 
It is inexpensively bound, and it is not a big 
book. In fact, ens can easily read it in less 
than ten days then return it for a full refund; 
no obligation. Yet 99% of those who have sent 
for this book on 10 days free trial have de- 


cided that they want to keep it. Proof enough 
that it’s all we say it is! 


These $2.00 value books are 
yours to keep even if 
decide to return the big 
Speed & Power Book. 
1. Economy Driving Manual. 
48 i's ~ of selected econ- 
omy tips and information 
on auto products (Reg. 75c 
value) 
2. High Performance Equip- 
ment Book. Pictures and 
lists over 1,000 tested power, 
speed and economy parts 
and accessories (many of 
which are not yet available 
in stores). (Reg. 25c value) 
3. “How to Obtain 150 Miles 
Per Gallon.” It has been 


mar vethods used 
runs. Thou- 


Yo rs free 


WORLD FAMOUS SPEED CHAMPS 
& AUTO ENGINEERS REVEAL 


obs 
famous custom, for 


Which of These Do You 
Want to Learn to Do? 


© Boost horsepower 30% © Drive 50,000 miles without 
® Double braking power ing oil filter 

® Convert to electric doors 

@ Make your own hill holder Also Learn About: 
® Convert to column shift 

© Get six forward speeds © Racing fuel formulas 

© Use overdrive 100% of time ing gear ratios 


© Reduce engine friction 77 M 

Build your own supercharger bars 

© Cut gas & oil expense 50% ‘ustomizing, restyling 
© Stop carburetor flooding bodies 

© Get quick cold morning starts 6 Ogee stering techniques 
© Use jet & airflow needles Dynamic balancing 


ORDER TODAY ON SPECIAL 
10-DAY FREE TRIAL 


& Power Book for 10 “ars. If you're not con- 
vinced that this is the b 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE, 
Dept. BM-4, San Gabriel, Calif. 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE, 
Dept. BM-4, San Gabriel, Calif. 
Gentlemen: Without obligation, 
rush me the pew SPEED AND POWER 
HANDBOOK for no risk examination and 
trial. I agree to pay stman on arrival 
$1.98 plus postage. If I am not completel: 
satisfied I may return in 10 days for full 
1.98 money back. 

Also send me ABSOLUTELY FREE the 
3 handbooks: “ 
“High Performance Equipment Book” and 


(reg. $2.00 value). I understand these are 
mine to keep as a FREE GIFT, whether or 
not I keep the SPEED AND POWER 
HANDBOOK. 


Name. 

City 
| SAVE MORE! If you send $i % with cou- 
pon, we pay all pa: c»arges. Same 


money-back guarantee 


How to Get 132 MPH! Ee 
|| Oto 60 MPH in 8 seconds (== 
ou hu inter - 
facts about “in Nuremberg 
pEED in 168° evans ‘Ger- 
ees cars puilt ce and ~ > 
JE 
98 to KeeP Book! tm) 
— | 
| 
Here’s the deal: send for your book boy 7 
and we’ll include FREE with your order the - 
books described below, plus valuable Gane a 
ever received, return the Speed & Power - 7 
for a full refund and keep the other 3 books ge 
for your trouble. Mail coupon today! Be 
& SEND NO MONEY! MAIL FREE GIFT COUPON NOW! geek 
| 
now 
_| 


to Sonat, overs agile that the 


| Belond Equa-FLow Exhaust System is the 
VE % greatest single improvement that can be 


7. m. REG. made on a V-8. This smooth, free flowing, 


EQ ud ° F LOU streamlined exhaust system both increases 


efficiency and virtually eliminates the 


EXHAUST SYSTEMS harmful back pressure that mars engine 

performance. Actually, you get more road 

horsepower, higher top speed, faster 
AVAILABLE FOR: pick-up and increased gasoline mileage. 


1935-52 Ford V-8 or Mercury ‘ 
1949-52 Oldsmobile 88, Super 88 and 98 Practically no need for servicing or 
1952 Oldsmobile Super 88 and 98 with tune-ups. See your Belond dealer without 


1949-51 sees oe, ype Lincoln only) delay. Join the thousands who get so much 


1952 Lincoin Cosmopolitan an-. Capri more pleasure out of their V-8 cars, with 


1950-51 Cadillac V-8 ramatic on 
1951-52 the Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust System. 
1951-52 Chrysler ¥-8, New Yorker and Trade inquiries invited. 


Saratoga 


11039-49 | 


s | WHEREVER YOU SEE A BELOND EQUA-FLOW EXHAUST SYSTEM } 
— YOU'LL FIND 
| 
| 


